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By SARAH SALVADORE
ssalvadore@ncronline.orgWhen Catholic immigrant activists, 

part of  the DC Catholic Coalition, par-

ticipated in a civil disobedience action 

at the Russell U.S. Senate Building in 

Washington last July, more than 200 

showed up to protest the separation of  

immigrant families and detention of  

children at the border. One of  the most 

striking visuals of  that day was that 

of  Franciscan Fr. Joseph Nangle — an 

87-year-old with a walking stick — who 

was handcuffed by the U.S. Capitol Po-

lice and ushered out of  the building.

Nangle is among the growing num-

ber of  Catholic religious and laypeople 

who are actively participating in civil 

disobedience movements across the 

country, protesting what they say is 

inhumane treatment of  immigrants at 

the U.S.-Mexico border.“When I was approached for this 

initiative, there was no question of  me 

not being there. It was a matter of  my 

love for the people — the children and 

separated families,” said Nangle, who 

spent 15 years as a missionary in Latin 

America.The past year has been especially 

prolific for Catholic social activists 

and leaders from various coalitions. Continued on Page 10
By HEIDI SCHLUMPF

hschlumpf@ncronline.orgEditor’s note: Matthew Kelly may 

be one of  the bestselling Catholic writ-

ers of  this generation. The Ohio-based 

author, speaker and management 

consultant also founded and runs a 

nonprofit organization, the Dynamic 

Catholic Institute, and owns a num-

ber of  for-profit businesses. This series 

examines Kelly’s enterprises, as one of  

the most successful efforts of  a growing 

number of  entrepreneurs selling cat-

echetical, spiritual, organizational and 

leadership materials to the country’s 76 

million Catholics. This is Part 2. 
Although NCR requested an in-

person or telephone interview over the 

course of  six weeks, Kelly agreed only 

to answer questions in writing. Unless 

otherwise noted, all quotations from 

him are from that email interview.Dynamic Catholic’s spacious offices 

in Erlanger, Kentucky, just south of  

Cincinnati, sit at the end of  a wind-

ing road in a modern office park sur-

rounded by several wooded acres. A 

portion of  the 80,000-square-foot build-

ing is empty, set aside “for growth,” a 

tour guide explains.The other side includes a massive Continued on Page 7

Immigration activists step up in battle against Trump policies

Kelly’s companies do business with nonprofit he runs

—Wikimedia Commons/The Dynamic Catholic Institute
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By JOSHUA J. MCELWEE
jmcelwee@ncronline.orgVATICAN CITY . Pope Francis has not grant-

ed a request from the Catholic bish-

ops of  the Amazon to allow for the 

priestly ordination of  married men 

in their territories in order to address 

a severe lack of  ministers across the 

nine-nation region.In a hotly anticipated document 

responding to last October’s Synod 

of  Bishops, released Feb. 12, the pope 

acknowledges the difficulty some 

Catholics in the region face in access-

ing the Eucharist. But he does not 

specifically respond to the request, 

made by more than two-thirds of  the 

synod’s 185 voting members.
Francis also does not mention the 

gathering’s conversations regard-

ing the history of  women serving as 

deacons in the early centuries of  the 

church, which the synod’s final text 

had said was “very present” in its dis-

cussions.
The new document, an apostolic 

exhortation with the title Querida 

Amazonia (“Beloved Amazon”), in-

stead focuses primarily on calling the 

church across the region to continue 

its struggle against the unrestrained 

development taking place in one of  

the world’s most biodiverse areas.
In stark terms, Francis denouncesContinued on Page 6

—CNS/Vatican Media

Pope Francis attends a prayer service at the start of the first session Synod of Bishops for the Amazon at the 

Vatican Oct. 7, 2019.

QUERIDA AMAZONIA

Matthew Kelly speaks at a Living Every Day with Passion and Purpose event, June 1, 2015.
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By BRIAN ROEWE
broewe@ncronline.org

What was billed as a launchpad ended up passing the 
buck.

The COP 25 United Nations climate change confer-
ence concluded Dec. 15 with little progress to show from 
14 days of  negotiations in Madrid. The talks, spilling 
into two extra days, making it the longest conference 
since they began 25 years ago, did not produce a desired 
increase of  ambition from the world’s major polluters, 
nor did diplomats reach consensus on the last, critical 
sticking points to implement the Paris Agreement.

The stalled progress in Madrid, serving as host after 
both Chile and Brazil backed out of  holding the U.N. 

climate summit, elevates the importance of  2020 — a 
year when countries are expected to submit revised, 
and more ambitious, national climate plans in an effort 
to close the gulf  between the planet’s current warming

Continued on Page 12

With little progress 
at COP 25 climate 
summit, attention 

turns to 2020

—CNS/Reuters/Sergio Perez

U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres speaks during the 

COP 25 United Nations climate change summit in Madrid 

Dec. 5.

By ELANA SCHOR 
The Associated Press

As the political clamor caused by 
a top Christian magazine’s call to re-
move President Donald Trump from 
office continues to reverberate, more 
than 100 conservative evangelicals 
closed ranks further around Trump 
on Dec. 22, 2019.

In a letter to the president of  Chris-
tianity Today magazine, the group of  
evangelicals chided Editor-in-Chief  
Mark Galli for penning an anti-
Trump editorial, published Dec. 19, 
that they portrayed as a dig at their 
characters as well as the president’s.

“Your editorial offensively ques-
tioned the spiritual integrity and 
Christian witness of  tens-of-millions 
of  believers who take seriously their 
civic and moral obligations,” the 
evangelicals wrote to the magazine’s 
president, Timothy Dalrymple.

The new offensive from the group 
of  prominent evangelicals, including 
multiple members of  Trump’s evan-
gelical advisory board, signals a lin-
gering awareness by the president’s 
backers that any meaningful crack in 
his longtime support from that seg-
ment of  the Christian community 
could prove perilous for his reelec-
tion hopes. Though no groundswell

Continued on Page 14

Evangelical tussling 
over anti-Trump 
editorial escalates

By NICOLE WINFIELD 
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY . Pope Francis warned Dec. 21, 2019, that “ri-
gidity” in living out the Christian faith is creating 
a “minefield” of  hatred and misunderstanding in a 
world where Christianity is increasingly irrelevant. 

Francis called for Vatican bureaucrats to instead 
embrace change during his annual Christmas greet-
ings to the cardinals, bishops and priests who work 
in the Holy See.

Francis’ message appeared aimed at conservative 
and traditionalist Catholics, including within the 
Vatican Curia, who have voiced increasing opposi-
tion to his progressive-minded papacy. Their criti-

cisms have accelerated over the past year, amid Vati-
can financial and sex abuse scandals that may have 
predated Francis’ papacy but are nevertheless com-
ing to light now.

Francis issued a stark reality check to the men 
in the Sala Clementina of  the Apostolic Palace, ac-
knowledging that Christianity no longer holds the 
commanding presence and influence in society that 
it once did. 

He cited the late Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini, 
a leader of  the progressive wing of  the Catholic 
Church, who in his final interview before dying in 
2012 lamented that the church found itself  “200 years 
behind” because of  its inbred fear of  change.

Continued on Page 6

Th
is 

iss
ue

 w
as

 m
ail

ed
 on

 Ja
n.

 3.

Pope 
denounces 

‘rigidity’ as 
he warns of 

Christian 
decline

—AP Photo/Andrew Medichini

Pope Francis delivers his message on the occasion of his Christmas greetings Dec. 21, 2019, 

to Vatican employees, in Paul VI Hall at the Vatican. 


