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Why the US should accept more Afghan war refugees

Young Catholic whose family was left behind in Vietnam argues for greater openness

COMMENTARY

By THERESA LA

On the Monday after Kabul fell, I came
downstairs to find my mother with tears
streaming as she watched the unfolding
scenes of desperation and fear. My dad, a
man who rarely shows his emotions, stood
in the kitchen, his cup of soy milk forgotten,
tears welling.

It was only 46 years ago that both were in
the same position: fearful, anxious and des-
perate as their country was overtaken, in tur-
moil, and the United States helicopters were
flying farther and farther away without any
of them or their families on board. During the
Vietnam War, my grandfather worked along-
side American soldiers as their translator, a
crucial part of the mission against the Viet
Cong. Yet even with documentation of such
work, he and his family would be one of the
many that were left behind after America
evacuated from Saigon on April 29, 1975.

My grandfather was arrested and sen-
tenced to 13 years in a “reeducation camp.”
He, however, was considered to be one of the
luckier ones. Others were executed immedi-
ately, their bodies buried in a mass unmarked
grave as a systemic massacre of the enemy.

Continued on Page 6

—Courtesy of Theresa La

Weriter Theresa La, center, with family members, from left: sister Lucia, her uncle, grandfather, moth-

er and dog Bailey
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Protests against language school show
Northern Ireland’s post-Brexit divisions

By SAHM VENTER

BELFAST, NORTHERN IRELAND - The announce-
ment of Northern Ireland’s first inte-
grated Irish language preschool was
enthusiastically received and soon its
16 places were filled by among others,
the children of mixed — Catholic and
Protestant — marriages.

But a hate campaign against the
naiscoil and its founder Linda Ervine

quickly emerged on social media and
on lampposts, driving her to consider
moving it from the grounds of a pri-
mary school to protect the children.
A Protestant, Ervine is a dedicat-
ed Unionist — she identifies as Brit-
ish and hopes that her birthplace
will always remain part of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, as it has been since its
creation in 1921.
Continued on Page 10

Linda Ervine sits
on a replica of
the ancient stone
chair used to
inaugurate the
Gaelic Chieftains
of Clandeboye in
Northern Ireland.
Ervine, founder
of Northern
Ireland’s first
integrated Irish
language pre-
school, has faced
bullying and

—Courtesy photo  intimidation.

As Southern states
restrict voting rights,
local bishops remain

largely silent

By BRIAN FRAGA
bfraga@ncronline.org

Local Catholic bishops’ confer-
ences in Georgia, Florida and Texas
have chosen not to speak out or take
positions on the “election integrity”
bills that their states’ Republican-con-
trolled legislatures passed this year to
impose new voting restrictions, which
civil rights organizations say target
Black and minority communities.

The US. Conference of Catholic
Bishops has also declined to directly
address nationwide changes to voting
rights as at least 18 states enacted 30
laws to restrict access to the vote be-
tween Jan. 1 and July 14, according to
the Brennan Center for Justice. Those
laws make mail-in voting and early
voting at drop boxes more difficult, im-
pose stricter voter ID requirements and
make faulty voter purges more likely.

Continued on Page 8
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EXECUTIVE EDITOR’S NOTE

Peace activist reacts to Afghanistan withdrawal

By HEIDI SCHLUMPF
hschlumpf@ncronline.org

On Sept. 11, 2001, Kathy Kelly
was in New York City, participat-
ing in a liquids-only fast against
US. economic sanctions that were
costing Iraqi children their lives.
After the attack, her first question
was to ask who was so angry that
they would undertake such a hei-
nous act. The next was to identify
where the criminals were from —
and it wasn’t Afghanistan.

Opposed to the war in Afghanistan from the beginning,
Kelly joined a group that marched from Arlington National
Cemetery to the United Nations, carrying a banner that said,
“Our grief is not a cry for war.” She also opposed the “surge”
of U.S. troops in 2009 under President Barack Obama.

Over the years, Kelly has traveled to Afghanistan nearly 30
times. She spoke with me by phone on Aug. 21, describing the
suffering of the Afghan people and how she prays the world
doesn’t forget them. This is an edited transcript (a longer ver-
sion is available online at NCRonline.org).

R

—Abdulhai Darya
Kathy Kelly holds Shoba at the Chamin-E-Babrak refugee
camp in Kabul, Afghanistan, in January 2014, a few days
after the child had been saved from a burning tent, during
a fire that destroyed much of the camp.

NCR: You've been in touch with folks in Afghanistan.
What'’s your perception of what’s happening on the ground?

Kelly: This has been a terrible, terrible week for the peo-
ple of Afghanistan. U.S. allies, people who worked with the
U.S. military, contractors or NGOs feel they are at great risk
and many are stranded. But also at great risk and with very
slim possibilities of evacuation are a group of young ideal-
ists dedicated to forming a nonviolent community within
Afghanistan that has been active since 2008. They now face
extreme dangers. Having already manifested bravery and
passion under difficult surroundings, they deserve to be
helped to a place of safety. There are many panicked mes-
sages coming from Kabul, saying, “My life is at risk. Can
you help me get out?”

Some of the images in the news are very difficult to
watch: the chaos at the Kabul airport, a baby being
handed over a fence. What is your reaction?

Of course, the level of anxiety is very high. And I can
only imagine the panic and the alarm that people I know
are feeling. I can’t help but notice that in the last week,
there has probably been 20 times more coverage of Afghan-
istan in mainstream media than there has been in the last
20 years. The drama is certainly riveting and awful.

But I wish that there was also constant coverage of the

fact that Afghanistan has drought in most of its provinces,
that people have a hard time getting access to clean water,
that 41% of the children have stunted growth, that the one
out of three young girls suffers from severe anemia. And
now a new wave of COVID is going through the country.
So many hardships have been going on before the Taliban
arrived in Kabul.

I think in the U.S. people had the impression that some-
how the United States was helping in terms of humanitar-
ian issues in Afghanistan. But that’s not really true. There
wasn’t a marked improvement in the basics of health care,
or in terms of nutrition. Education has not been available
to the majority of the people, although it did get better for
young girls in in the cities.

The people who really are the “winners” in all of this —
and in the history of U.S. occupation and invasion — are
the military contractors, the ones who manufacture the
war planes and the bombs and the drones, and the Hellfire
missiles and the Apache helicopters and the material for
building bases and equipping soldiers. Those are the people
who win in these situations.

And then, of course, war isn’t over when it’s over. The
trauma that ordinary people have suffered over all these
years will be with them for the rest of their lives.

How concerned are you about how life for women in
Afghanistan will be under the Taliban?

In the countryside, many of the practices which we tend
to associate with the Taliban were actually in effect before
the Taliban even existed. It’s not an easy life for a woman,
because much of your life is spent in servitude.

I've seen the impoverishment of the country, the des-
peration of widows and orphans, the hunger people experi-
enced day in day out. I can remember women just bursting
into tears, and asking, “What’s wrong?” The answer was
almost always the same: “I cannot feed my children.” They
would only have some stale bread and tea without sugar.
So many women had no partner to bring in an income and
could not themselves go out and have a livelihood. Even-
tually, the only way they could bring some scraps of food
into the household was to send their children out as child
laborers.

Did you support the decision for the U.S. to leave Af-
ghanistan?

I always wanted the United States pullout. I do think that
it should have been done in a way that attended to the needs
of those people who were working with the United States.
Veterans groups have been petitioning for two years to get
their allies out of the country. The Trump and Biden ad-
ministrations could have accelerated the glacial pace of
processing those visas. They also could have greatly ex-
panded their criteria for who could leave Afghanistan and
be resettled into the United States. They should have been
activating and refining the process that would enable a
massive evacuation. They could have done it. It’s not like
they don’t have the wherewithal or knowledge to do a mass
evacuation.

What do you see as the future for the people of Af-
ghanistan?

It’s very difficult to predict what the Taliban will be like.
They are not all alike: Some are more ferocious than oth-
ers. So it’s really, really hard to say what is going to happen.
I don’t want to see economic sanctions, which always has
the harshest effect on the poorest people who can’t control
their government.

My hope is that people will begin to rehabilitate the agri-
cultural infrastructure. I also hope that the United Nations
can continue its work and that the Taliban won’t hinder
them — maybe the U.N. can have an even stronger presence
inside of Afghanistan to help protect human rights.

My hope is that Pashtun, Hazara and Tajik people can
make overtures toward each other, learn each other’s lan-
guages and find ways to live together without killing one
another.
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Missouri
descen-
dant Robin
Proudie and
Jesuit Br.
Ken Homan
at the dig
site at St.
Inigoes in
southern
Maryland.

(From left) Jesuit
Br. Ken Homan;
Colleen Betti, field
technician and
Ph.D. candidate;
Robin Proudie, a
Missouri descen-
dant; and Laura
Masur, anthropol-
ogy professor

of the Catholic
University of
America, at the
former plantation
dig site at St. Ini-
goes in southern
Maryland.

—Kevin Porter

—Kevin Porter

A sacred journey of discovery

By KEN HOMAN, ROBIN A. PROUDIE,
CLARISSA ASHTON STRIPLING
and GREG BEAMAN

Editor’s note: Over the summer; two
anthropology professors — Laura Ma-
sur; of the Catholic University of Amer-
ica in Washington, D.C., and Steve Le-
nik, of St. Mary’s College of Maryland
— led a dig on a former plantation
owned by the Jesuits: St. Inigoes, in St.
Mary’s County in southern Maryland.
Several descendants of enslaved people,
including the Georgetown University
272, a list of enslaved persons the Jesu-
its sold to Louisiana plantations, joined
the dig. We asked four people who par-
ticipated in the dig to share their reflec-
tions.

Ken Homan is a Jesuit brother
of the Midwest Province. He is cur-
rently a history doctoral student at
Georgetown University.

I sat on an upside-down five-gal-
lon bucket, taking a few moments to
breathe in the brutal July heat. Even
under the cooling tent, I felt every bit
of the 105-degree heat index. I spent
that steamy July day busting sod,
peeling back the top layer of a 5-foot
square where we searched for artifacts
of those who lived, worked and died
here, those who my fellow Jesuits en-
slaved here.

Most of the primary source docu-
ments I have read in my historical
study as a doctoral student were writ-
ten by my fellow Jesuits. They bear
our obvious biases. But during the dig,
the artifacts we encountered — ani-
mal bones, bricks, shells, nails, pottery,
porcelain, cufflinks, pipestems, bottles
— told that story with a frankness and
honesty that our ledgers lack.

Robin A. Proudie has served as a
civil servant with the federal gov-
ernment for over 23 years, and is a
proud Navy veteran. She enjoys lis-
tening to straight ahead jazz, trav-
eling and writing poetry.

In 2019, I received a letter from the
Society of Jesus informing me that I
descended from people they enslaved
and made to labor at St. Louis Uni-
versity, or SLU, from 1823 until 1865.
Like most people, I hadn’t learned of
the Jesuits’ slaveholding history. I was
somewhat perplexed that men of faith
would undertake such an inhumane
mission as to traffic men, women and
children for the sole purpose of eco-

What descendants felt during an archaeological
dig at a Jesuit-owned plantation

nomic empowerment.

Since then, I’'ve collaborated with
researchers from the Slavery, History,
Memory and Reconciliation Project to
assist with the important work of un-
covering the history of my Jesuit-en-
slaved ancestors and honoring their
sacrifice by telling their stories and re-
pairing the damage done through rec-
onciliation.

I am a St. Louis native, but current-
ly I live in Bowie, Maryland. I recent-
ly discovered that I reside on the very
land where many of my SLU-enslaved
ancestors once lived and labored.
They were held in bondage on a Jesuit-
owned plantation called White Marsh.
In 1823, and again in 1829, a total of
26 of my ancestors were forced from
their families and support networks
on White Marsh to Missouri to estab-
lish the first Missouri mission and St.
Louis College, now St. Louis Universi-
ty. My being back here, on this land, is
just another confirmation that I’'m be-
ing led by my ancestors on a sacred
journey of discovery to reclaim their
humanity.

I spent two days at the dig sites.
When I picked up a rusty nail from the
colonial period, or sifted through the
soil with hopes of finding a one-of-a-
kind artifact, I never let on that I could
see shadowy figures illuminating out
of the hallowed ground that was be-
ing dug up. Nobody would have be-
lieved me anyway. I travailed through
the entire experience, convincing my-
self that this was all a necessary part
of the sacred journey.

And on those nights, as I wept, I
was comforted by the seraphic voices
of the ancestors affirming that I am
“their hope and their dream.” And in
those moments to come, when I will
have no choice but to swallow anoth-
er harsh reality of their unimaginable
existence, equipped with a renewed
purpose, I will hold my head high. For
I know, but for my ancestors and the
grace of God ... go1.

Clarissa Ashton Stripling, a re-
tiree, serves as the family histo-
rian and is active in the Unified
Committee for Afro American Con-
tributions of St. Mary’s County,
Maryland.

I recently learned I am a GU272 de-

scendant. The GU272 were enslaved
people who were sold by Georgetown
University and the Maryland Jesuits
to southern Louisiana in 1838. My fam-
ily’s DNA matches six of the Ances-
try kits managed by the Georgetown
Memory Project, which means we
match cousins we were never aware of
in Louisiana. Through endogamy, I am
related to many other Southern Mary-
land GU272 descendants.

I am angry that my ancestors were
victims of well-documented Jesuit hu-
man trafficking. My ancestors were
bought, sold, enslaved, forced to labor,
and converted and indoctrinated into
Catholicism. Families were broken up
and sold off, never to be seen again, all
in the name of Jesus.

I was heartbroken to learn that sin-
gle, white, female Catholics aspiring to
become nuns brought their slaves as
dowries, or when I read the names and
descriptions of my ancestors from the
manifest of the Katherine Jackson or
the Tweed slave ships, or to see people
identified as cargo.

Despair takes hold of me when I re-
alize I may never find my ancestors.
Non-direct line descendants spend
countless hours researching and col-
laborating through grassroots descen-
dant work groups. These same de-
scendants spend money testing with
different ancestry websites and buy-
ing research books. Through neces-
sity, non-direct line descendants have
been forced to become subject matter
experts in slavery, migration patterns,
DNA and ethnicity mapping tools, re-
searching obscure sources and comb-
ing through archives.

This despair is exacerbated when I
realize I may never uncover my link to
my enslaved ancestors in my lifetime.
Georgetown has been adding records
to the Georgetown Slavery Archive
since 2016, but they have not shared a
completion date. From my perspective,
there has not been engagement from
Georgetown to the descendant com-
munity as to which documents are dig-
itized first. I know of no descendants
who were consulted about the docu-
ments they are most interested in see-
ing first.

I am angry that this atrocity is not
taught in schools, nor preached about
in churches. I am angry that repara-

tions have been slow in coming, or
about Georgetown’s refusal to provide
free tuition to descendants to attend
Georgetown or a college/university of
the descendant’s choice.

Greg Beaman is a historian who
specializes in slavery and urban de-
velopment in the Atlantic world.
He is a doctoral candidate in the
History Department at George-
town University.

My eight-great-grandfather, Richard
Duke, arrived in what is now Maryland
aboard the Ark as an indentured ser-
vant owing a fixed term of labor to Fer-
dinand Poulton, a Jesuit priest. Duke
labored at the St. Inigoes plantation
and helped construct the first buildings
there. Duke appeared in a number of
court cases while in Maryland, notably
a 1648 case in which he testified of his
attempt to capture and enslave a Wic-
omico woman. Along with his fellow
Protestant servants, Duke harassed the
Jesuits’ overseer with anti-papist ver-
bal abuse. By 1650, he claimed 100 acres
of land from the Jesuits in return for
his years of indenture.

Even though the surviving archive
only tells of Richard Duke’s enslave-
ment of a Wicomico woman, a glimpse
at the histories profoundly demon-
strates that African slavery became
the dominant mode of labor organiza-
tion in the Atlantic world. Enslaved Af-
ricans and their descendants suffered
natal alienation, social death and im-
measurable pain at the hands of their
enslavers. By contrast, Richard Duke
returned to England, watched his sons
immigrate to America and died peace-
fully in the land of his birth.

How does my ancestry impact my
role in the process of reconciliation?
While some of Richard Duke’s descen-
dants enslaved people of African de-
scent and forced them to produce agri-
cultural commodities, another, Daniel
Robert Alexander Dukes (the name lat-
er acquired an “s” at the end), worked
as a Methodist clergyman in 1850s
Kansas, where he may have contrib-
uted in some way to the movement to
abolish slavery in the United States.

Perhaps a beginning of my contri-
bution to reconciliation is telling both
of these stories in their proper histori-
cal context. The next step might be rec-
ognizing that both the honorable and
the wicked parts of my family history
deserve telling for the examples they
offer to us in the present.
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As a people, we are made
up of any combination
of this [mestizaye] ...

It's such a beautiful
contribution to humanity.”

o0

JEANETTE RODRIGUEZ

Diversity of Latino
college students

In response to the need to better recognize and
celebrate the diversity of the Latino community,
a conference designed to help Catholic colleges
and universities better serve Latinx students,
made an intentional effort to do just that.

Keynote speakers, campus ministers and stu-
dents shared their various Latino backgrounds,
including citizenship status, countries of origin,
colors, language capabilities, class status and edu-
cation level, during the Aug. 3-5 “;El Futuro Is Here!:
Cuentos y Recuerdos for the Journey,” hosted by
Dominican University in River Forest, Illinois.

In her opening remarks, Jeanette Rodriguez, a
professor of theology and religious studies and
couples and family therapy at Seattle University,
commented on the role of “mestizaje” (mixed
race) when talking about race and culture.

‘“As a people, we are made up of any combina-
tion of this [mestizaje], that is, you’re American,
African, Indigenous, Asian, etc.,” Rodriguez said.
“It’s such a beautiful contribution to humanity.”

Community and comunion de los santos (com-
munion of saints) were two themes listed as a
focus for the event.

In response to Rodriguez’s keynote, “Cuentos
y Recuerdos: Stories, Memories and Dichos that
Teach, Heal and Sustain,” participants reflected
on the power of memory and the role storytelling
plays in the healing process.

Read more of the story at NCRonline.org/
node/200215.

— Melissa Cedillo

DEVASTATION IN HAITI
—CNS/Reuters/Ricardo Arduengo

A woman takes shelter in a makeshift camp Aug. 17, 2021, during the passing of Tropical Storm Grace in Les
Cayes, Haiti. The storm swept over Haiti with drenching rains after a magnitude 7.2 earthquake battered
the impoverished Caribbean nation Aug. 14, 2021. Relief workers said the earthquake might not be as cata-
strophic as the 2010 quake, but recovery will be complicated because the quake came on the heels of July’s
presidential assassination, of an economic and ongoing political crisis, the coronavirus pandemic and an ac-
tive storm season now underway. CRS staffers reported widespread damage to buildings and homes as area
hospitals have been overwhelmed by the disaster, pushing them to capacity and forcing them to turn away
people in need. The major road connecting Les Cayes to Jérémie is impassable due to landslides and cracks
on the road. You can read more of the story at NCRonline.org/node/200322.

ON THE WEB

| Francis was right on Latin Mass

NCR political columnist Michael
Sean Winters writes about the “wail-
ing and gnashing of teeth” by those
who are championing Latin Mass fol-
lowing Pope Francis’ Traditionis Cus-

3 Two nuns killed in South Sudan

Srs. Mary Daniel Abut and Regi-
na Roba, South Sudanese members
of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart in
the Juba Archdiocese, were shot and
killed along a South Sudan highway
on Aug. 16.

The sisters were in a bus return-

todes, the motu proprio rendering his
decision to revoke the permissions to

ing to Juba with seven other sisters
and five men after attending centena-
ry celebrations at Loa Catholic par-

—CNS/Nancy Wiechec

celebrate the traditional Latin Mass.

Their reaction proves that Francis
was right to do what he did, Winters
says.

“The traditional Latin Mass had
become an incubator for division,”
he writes. “Schism is in the air along
with the incense.”

You can read more of Win-
ters’ column at NCRonline.org/
node/200296.

*) The problem is traditionalists

In a commentary, Rebecca Brat-
ten Weiss says that Pope Francis’

restriction on the traditional Lat-

in Mass was not the best way to deal
with the problems in traditionalist
communities.

“A more effective move would have
been to put restrictions on the de-
structive behaviors and ideologies
they promote,” she writes. “The tra-
ditional Latin Mass is not itself the
problem. The problem is that many
traditionalist communities embrace
and promote ideologies contrary to
the Gospel.”

Read more of Bratten Weiss’
commentary at NCRonline.org/
node/200374.

ish in the eastern Diocese of Torit,
according to a statement.

According to the statement, the
bus left at 7:30 a.m. and was an hour
into the trip when armed men am-
bushed the bus and started shoot-
ing at it. The driver ordered the men
on the bus to flee, thinking that the
gunmen would spare the sisters.
Four of the sisters left the bus with
the men. The gunmen followed and
shot Abut and Roba.

You can read more of the sto-
ry at GlobalSistersReport.org/
node/200344.

/| (Celebrating John Krejci

Carol McShane writes an apprecia-
tion for the founder of Call to Action
Nebraska, John Krejci, who died Aug.
11. McShane, Krejci and others were
excommunicated in 1996 by then Lin-
coln Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz.

“He blessed all that he did with a
spark of life,” McShane says about
Krejci. “He knew goodness and truth
when he saw it and had the courage to
speak up when he didn’t see it.”

You can read more of the ap-
preciation at NCRonline.org/
node/200379.
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Synodality’s promise for a more inclusive church

COMMENTARY

By HOSFFMAN OSPINO

My colleague Rafael Luciani is one
of the world’s leading experts on the
topic of synodality, the experience of
“walking together” rooted in the spir-
it of the Second Vatican Council that
Pope Francis has called on the Catho-
lic Church to embrace.

Luciani, a native of Venezuela,
serves as a theological expert for the re-
gional Latin American Episcopal Coun-
cil (CELAM) and the Confederation of
Latin American Religious (CLAR).

He is also one of three Latin Amer-
ican theologians invited as expert ad-
visers for the theological commission
of the secretariat for the next Synod
of Bishops. Earlier this year, Francis
expanded the upcoming synod: It will
begin with a diocesan phase this fall,
followed by continental meetings next
year, and will conclude with a general
assembly at the Vatican in 2023.

Luciani is professor extraordinari-
us at Boston College and a full profes-
sor at the Universidad Cato6lica Andrés
Bello in Venezuela.

We spoke in early August about syn-
odality, why some Catholics seem re-
luctant or unwilling to consider this
way of being church, and what it
means that Xaviere Missionary Sr. Na-
thalie Becquart, his former student,
will be the first woman serving as a
voting member at a Vatican synod.

Following is our interview, which I
translated from Spanish and edited for
length and clarity.

Ospino: We hear much about syn-
odality these days. What do you
think needs more clarity to under-
stand this topic better?

Luciani: Above all, synodality is a
way in which the church is and acts
in history. It is not a method of doing
things. It is an ecclesial way of pro-
ceeding grounded in the ecclesiolo-
gy of the people of God described in
Chapter 2 of Lumen Gentium. Accord-
ing to Cardinal Leo Joseph Suenens,
the document’s architect, this is the
key to interpreting the ecclesiology of
the Second Vatican Council. During
Francis’ pontificate, the reflection on
synodality has unfolded as an exercise
of deepening the vision of Vatican II.

More than a drive to reform struc-
tures, synodality points to commu-
nicational dynamics and ways of re-
lating with one another as baptized
people. A synodal vision challenges
us to transform clericalist practices in
which an individual or a group in the
church makes decisions without lis-
tening and consulting, as if existing
beyond the people of God. Synodality
demands that we listen and engage in
dialogue to establish binding relation-
ships that build church.

“Binding” means “mutual need,” as
Lumen Gentium reminds us. It is more
than collecting opinions or running
surveys. Synodality is an invitation to
foster processes of conversion as we
listen to one another and to the larger
society while reading the signs of the
times together.

What is the novelty in the con-
cept of synodality?

Synodality retrieves a more dynam-
ic and inclusive model of being and
acting ecclesially. In the first millen-

People hold
candles during
a prayer vigil for
the Synod of
Bishops on the
family attended
by Pope Francis
in St. Peter’s
Square at the
Vatican in this
Oct. 3, 2015, file
photo.

ON THE WEB
Read the full Q&A with Rafael Luciani at
NCRonline.org/node/200436.

nium of the Christian tradition, there
were many practices from which we
can learn much theologically, liturgi-
cally and pastorally:

Think of the synodal practice of St.
Cyprian, bishop of Carthage: do noth-
ing without the council — of presby-
ters and deacons — and the consensus
of the people. The order is important:
take advice from some and build con-
sensus with all as people of God. Con-
sensus presupposes a process of con-
sultation, listening, dialogue and
discernment en conjunto (collabora-
tively). During the second millenni-
um, with the Gregorian Reform and
the Council of Trent the attention
shifted to uniformity and institution-
alization (e.g., parishes, seminaries).

As it unfolds, the synodal model to-
day seeks to achieve some sensus ec-
clesiae (to feel with the entire church).
It is not about limiting or eliminating
the decision-making power of the pope
or that of the bishops. In fact, it af-
firms that and strengthens it, demand-
ing that their decisions emerge from
sincere consultation and seeking con-
sensus, since every exercise of author-
ity in the church is to be at the service
of the people of God.

Why do you think that some sec-
tors in the church in the United
States still see synodality with sus-
picion?

I think that it has to do largely with
how Catholics in the United States re-
ceived the Second Vatican Council: an
incomplete reception with more em-
phasis on structures, delimitation of
ecclesial authority, and more empha-
sis on worship. In Latin America, the
council was received in a more horizon-
tal manner via Gaudium et Spes (option
for the poor), Lumen Gentium (church,
people of God), and Dei Verbum (a com-
munal reading of the word of God).

This was crystalized in Medellin
[Colombia, 1968], inspiring a pastoral
de conjunto (more collaborative and in-
clusive ways of pastoral praxis). Yes,
clericalism exists but there is more ev-
idence of a desire to engage in hori-
zontal ecclesial relationships.

—NCR screenshot/YouTube/Boston
College School of Theology and Ministry
Continuing Education

Rafael Luciani

We should not be surprised that
many Catholics in the United States do
not understand or simply refuse to em-
brace a synodal conversion. A clerical-
ist mentality seems to permeate many
of the ecclesial structures and pasto-
ral practices. This applies both to the
ordained and to lay ecclesial ministers
who often act as if they were beyond
the rest of the people of God or as cor-
porate agents.

When Catholics in the United
States follow synodal processes in
Germany and in the Amazon re-
gion, for instance, many worry that
local churches may engage in dis-
cernment processes that lead them
to conclusions or decisions that per-
haps other local churches may not
be ready to consider or embrace.
What do you think of this concern?

The concern echoes a pre-conciliar
ecclesiological mentality that treated
unity as equivalent to homogeneity. In
its document “Synodality in the Life
and Mission of the Church” (2018), the
International Theological Commis-
sion reminds us that the first level in
the exercise of synodal discernment
is listening to the local churches and
how the faith is expressed in different
cultures and contexts.

That is what the conciliar decree Ad
Gentes proposed. Seeking to impose
ways of being Catholic that are theo-
logically and culturally homogeneous
is akin to arguing in favor of a new co-
lonialism.

The local church is to express the
church’s universality in terms of what
it believes and to affirm its diversity in

—CNS/Paul Harring

terms of how that faith is inculturated
through differentiated ecclesial forms
and practices.

You served as Sr. Nathalie Bec-
quart’s academic adviser and direct-
ed her graduate thesis on the topic
of synodality when she studied at
Boston College. Now she is under-
secretary of the Synod of Bishops,
and the first vowed religious wom-
an with a right to vote in such an
ecclesial entity. How should we read
this appointment?

It is a meaningful appointment, al-
though its major impact is not what
many U.S. Catholics and mass media
venues often highlight. Many inter-
pret her ability to vote in the Synod of
Bishops as an exercise of lay power.
That perspective may give the impres-
sion that the church is moving toward
a model of representative democracy
in which a majority — ordained or lay
— may impose its will.

That analysis would be simplistic.
There are several other lay women
and men at the Vatican with juridical
power that was traditionally reserved
to bishops. To vote in these instances
must be understood in a much wider
context.

Sister Nathalie’s appointment is an
affirmation of the voice of ecclesial
minorities and their representation in
ecclesial processes. Only a culture of
consensus can guarantee that minori-
ties are recognized and included.

What do you recommend to un-
derstand and appreciate more
these conversations on synodality?

First of all, humility and openness to
listen. We need to overcome fears and
prejudices when talking about these
topics.

Read more, starting with a more in-
depth study of the documents of the
Second Vatican Council. Become fa-
miliar with the document of the In-
ternational Theological Commission,
“Synodality in the Life and Mission of
the Church,” which has not received
sufficient attention, even among theo-
logians. I also recommend taking part
in the XVI Ordinary General Assem-
bly of the Synod of Bishops (2021-23).

[Hosffman Ospino is a professor of theology
at Boston College, where he chairs the De-
partment of Religious Education and Pasto-
ral Ministry.]
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REFUGEES: IT IS OUR TURN TO ANSWER GOD’S CALL

Continued from Page 1

Although my grandmother, mother
and uncles were not sent to a “reedu-
cation camp,” they lived in fear of im-
prisonment and were constantly ha-
rassed and ostracized from the new
society. They also lost their ability to
worship freely as Catholics. They had
to bury their Bibles, rosaries and altar
in the fields.

Everything they were had to be hid-
den; their sense of self was buried.
Even after my grandfather was re-
leased home, the family was placed
under close monitoring and observa-
tion by the government to ensure that
he truly had been “reeducated.”

Therefore, the family had to escape
individually — with my mother be-
ing the first to try to pave the way for
everyone else. A Catholic priest who
had baptized her and presided over
her confirmation gave her his spot on
a departing boat. One night at mid-
night, with only a rosary and three
banana-wrapped sticky rice buns, my
mom climbed onto this dinghy with
14 other people, and searched for free-
dom on the Pacific Ocean.

It was a horrendous journey during
which they faced sickness, starvation,
lack of water, robbery, rape and mur-
der by pirates. Yet my mom made had
no choice but to make this journey be-
cause, as she told me, “to die free, be-
ing able to say my last prayers without
fear, is better than to live with no voice
and no hope.”

Out of fuel after the first day, they
drifted until they were rescued by a
passing Filipino fishing boat and tak-
en to a refugee camp in Palawan, Phil-
ippines.

From there, the combination of my
grandfather’s papers and sponsorship
by a California parish supporting her
with their time, treasures and talents
paved the way for my mom to rebuild
her life in America and help her fami-
ly with their escape from Vietnam.

My family’s stories and experienc-
es are not unique. Countless similar
stories make up the Vietnamese dias-
pora. Although I listened to those sto-
ries over and over, it was not until I sat
on the couch with my mom that morn-
ing and watched the videos of the pan-
ic and desperation unfolding in Kabul
that I could only begin to truly grasp
what my mom, dad, grandparents and
others in my community had experi-
enced.

Even though they rebuilt their
lives in America and other countries
around the world, they still suffered
decades later from the trauma of hav-
ing their dignity stripped from them
as they left everything to escape and
search for freedom. That trauma left
behind physiological and psycholog-
ical scars for them and subsequent
generations.

Woven into the lives of the Viet-
namese War refugee community is a
collective, intergenerational trauma.
The adverse impacts of intergenera-
tional trauma in refugee communities
is well-documented by the scientific
community, with “long-term effects
of the health and psychosocial well-
being of individuals in a subsequent
generation.”

No one should ever be subjected to
the destruction of one’s dignity. The
concept that “every human being is
created in the image of God, entitled
to human dignity and respect,” as the
Catechism of the Catholic Church
says, is the foundation of modern
Catholic social teaching.

Theresa La,
right, celebrates
her sister’s
graduation day
with her father
and mother.

—Courtesy of Theresa La

When the dignity of a refugee, a migrant,
a human being is destroyed by war and/or in the
aftermath of war, the imago deiis destroyed.

When the dignity of a refugee, a mi-
grant, a human being is destroyed by
war and/or in the aftermath of war,
the imago dei is destroyed. When we
ignore the destruction of a refugee, a
migrant, a human being’s dignity that
we can see unfolding right before our
very eyes, we too are ignoring the de-
struction of the face of God. There-
fore, Catholics striving to live out the
teachings of the church are obligated
to advocate for and serve all refugees
and migrants.

Our moral and ethical duty to protect
the dignity of Afghan refugees is two-
fold. First, we are obliged to call on our
president, senators, representatives
and other elected officials to evacuate
and resettle all Afghan refugees, with-
out any numerical caps but particular-
ly those families who, because of arela-
tive’s work alongside the United States,
are now in grave danger.

This includes not just Afghan refu-
gees currently stranded in Kabul, but
also those in other provinces who can-
not make it to Kabul. While this poses
some additional logistical questions,
implementing solutions now is better
than creating a secondary humanitar-
ian crisis because we did not fully ad-
dress the precipitating one.

Second, we are also obliged to ac-
tively assist refugees in rebuilding
their lives. Emeritus Pope Benedict
XVI in his message for the World Day
of Migrants and Refugees in 2013,
tells us: “The Church and her various
agencies ... are also called to promote
real integration in a society where all
are active members and responsible
for one another’s welfare ... rightful-
ly sharing in the same rights and du-
ties.”

It is our moral and ethical impera-
tive, particularly as Catholics, to wel-
come all Afghan refugees into the folds
of our communities, into our homes,
as God welcomes us into his — “The
land is mine, you are but strangers
resident with me” (Leviticus 25:23).

In supporting the resettlement of
Vietnamese refugees, sponsoring my
parents, offering English and citizen-
ship classes, providing shelter, pur-
chasing food and supporting them
psychologically, spiritually, and phys-
iologically, parishioners in Michigan
and California performed the corpo-
ral works of mercy.

They lived out God’s calling to “cut
away, therefore, the thickening about
your hearts and stiffen your necks no
more ... and uphold the cause of the fa-
therless and the widow, and befriend
the stranger, providing him with food
and clothing. You too must befriend the
stranger, for you were strangers in the
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land of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 10:16-19).

By focusing on the humanity of
Vietnamese refugees rather than sub-
scribing to the political drama sur-
rounding the Vietham War, they
helped my parents to regain their hu-
man dignity. These servants contin-
ued the Catholic tradition of caring
for migrants and refugees, which can
trace back to the Old Testament when
Abraham becomes the world’s first
immigrant (Genesis 12:1-3) and in-
cludes Jesus’ family when they had to
escape to Egypt (Matthew 2:13-14).

Now it is my turn, it is our turn, to
do the same for our Afghan brothers
and sisters to ensure that the current-
ly unfolding humanitarian crisis does
not leave intergenerational scars as
deep as the humanitarian crisis of the
Vietnam War. It is our turn to answer
God’s call to tend to the needs of our
brothers and sisters. It is our turn to
call on our elected officials to rescue,
resettle and integrate Afghan refugees
into our communities by supporting
them with our God-given time, trea-
sures and talents. It is our turn to “act
justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly
with our God” (Micah 6:8).

[Theresa La is the proud daughter of war
refugees and graduate of Catholic schooling
from elementary parochial school to Loyola
Marymount University and Georgetown Uni-
versity. She is currently a master’s student in
physiology at Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity. When not advocating for social justice
issues, she can be found drinking coffee and
trying to teach her dog how to pray.]

Information to identify the case:

Debtor: The Norwich Roman Catholic Diocesan Corporation, EIN: 06-0687373
United States Bankruptcy Court District of Connecticut

Case number: 21-20687 jjt

Date case filed for chapter 11: July 15, 2021

Official Form 309F1 (For Corporations or Partnerships|

Notice of Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Case 10/1/20

For the debtor listed above, a case has been filed under chapter 11 of the
Bankruptcy Code. An order for relief has been entered.

This notice has important information about the case for creditors and
debtors, including information about the meeting of creditors and deadlines.
Read carefully.

The filing of the case imposed an automatic stay against most collection activities. This
means that creditors generally may not take action to collect debts from the debtor or the
debtor’s property. For example, while the stay is in effect, creditors cannot sue, assert a
deficiency, repossess property, or otherwise try to collect from the debtor. Creditors cannot
demand repayment from the debtor by mail, phone, or otherwise. Creditors who violate the
stay can be required to pay actual and punitive damages and attorney’s fees.

Confirmation of a chapter 11 plan may result in a discharge of debt. A creditor who wants
to have a particular debt excepted from discharge may be required to file a complaint in
the bankruptcy clerk’s office within the deadline specified in this notice. (See line 11 below
for more information.)

To protect your rights, consult an attorney. All documents filed in the case may be
inspected at the bankruptcy clerk's office at the address listed below or through PACER
(Public Access to Court Electronic Records at https://pacer.uscourts.gov).

The staff of the bankruptcy clerk’s office cannot give legal advice.

Do not file this notice with any proof of claim or other filing in the case.

1. Debtor’s full name: The Norwich Roman Catholic Diocesan Corporation

2. All other names used in the last 8 years:

3. Address: 201 Broadway, Norwich, CT 06360

4, Debtor’s attorney: Patrick M. Bimey, Robinson & Cole LLP, 280 Trumbull Street,
Hartford, T 06103, Contact phone: 860-275-8200, Email: pbimey@rc.com

5. Bankruptcy clerk’s office: 450 Main Street, 7th Floor, Hartford, CT 06103. Hours open:
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday, Contact phone 860-240-3675. Documents in this
case may be filed at this address. You may inspect all records filed in this case at this office or
online at https:/pacer.uscourts.gov. Date: 2/8/21

6. Meeting of creditors: August 16, 2021 at 1:00 p.m., Conference Line: 877-
915-2934, Participant Code: 8494974, Location: DUE TO COVID-19 THE MEETING OF
CREDITORS WILL BE HELD TELEPHONICALLY. The debtor’s representative must attend the
meeting to be questioned under oath. Creditors may attend, but are not, required to do so.

7. Proof of claim deadline: Deadline for filing proof of claim: Not yet set.

A proof of claim is a signed statement describing a creditor’s claim. A proof of claim form
may be obtained at www.uscourts.gov or any bankruptcy clerk’s office.

Your claim will be allowed in the amount scheduled unless: your claim is designated as
disputed, contingent, or unliquidated; you file a proof of claim in a different amount; or you
receive another notice.

If your claim is not scheduled or if your claim is designated as disputed, contingent, or
unliquidated, you must file a proof of claim or you might not be paid on your claim and
you might be unable to vote on a plan. You may file a proof of claim even if your claim
is scheduled.

You may review the schedules at the bankruptcy clerk’s office or online at
https://pacer.uscourts.gov.

Secured creditors retain rights in their collateral regardless of whether they file a proof of
claim. Filing a proof of claim submits a creditor to the jurisdiction of the bankruptcy court,
with consequences a lawyer can explain. For example, a secured creditor who files a proof
of claim may surrender important nonmonetary rights, including the right to a jury trial.

8. Exception to discharge deadline: If § 523(c) applies to your claim and you seek to
have it excepted from discharge, you must start a judicial proceeding by filing a complaint.
The bankruptcy clerk’s office must receive a complaint and any required filing fee by the
following deadline.

9. Creditors with a foreign address: If you are a creditor receiving notice mailed to
a foreign address, you may file a motion asking the court to extend the deadlines in this
notice. Consult an attorney familiar with United States bankruptcy law if you have any
questions about your rights in this case.

10. Filing a Chapter 11 bankruptcy case: Chapter 11 allows debtors to reorganize
or liquidate according to a plan. A plan is not effective unless the court confirms it. You
may receive a copy of the plan and a disclosure statement telling you about the plan, and
you may have the opportunity to vote on the plan. You will receive notice of the date of
the confirmation hearing, and you may object to confirmation of the plan and attend the
confirmation hearing. Unless a trustee is serving, the debtor will remain in possession of the
property and may continue to operate its business.

11. Discharge of debts: Confirmation of a chapter 11 plan may result in a discharge
of debts, which may include all or part of your debt. See 11 U.S.C. § 1141(d). A discharge
means that creditors may never try to collect the debt from the debtor except as provided in
the plan. If you want to have a particular debt owed to you excepted from the discharge and
§523(c) applies to your claim, you must start a judicial proceeding by filing a complaint and
paying the filing fee in the bankruptcy clerk’s office by the deadline.

If you have any questions about this notice, please contact the Debtor’s Claims
and Noticing Agent, Epiq Corporate Restructuring, LLC, at (855) 654-0902 (toll
free from the U.S. or Canada), +1(503) 597-7676 (international), by email at

RCDNorwichInfo@epiqglobal.com, or visit https://dm.epiq11.com/RCDNorwich.
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NCR

It is with deep gratitude that we acknowledge those who have informed NCR of their decision to include
NCR in their estate plan. The following are the names of members of the NCR Legacy Society.

I rely on NCR for its independent news analysis of my church and our people. I look to NCR
to feed my faith and its stories undergird my spirituality and in it I find community. I want NCR
to have the funds to continue so I enthusiastically put them in my will, donate to the annual
Friends of NCR fund and gift a dozen subscriptions annually. ’ ,

—Anne M. Jenkins, Edmunds, WA

NCR Legacy Society

Anonymous Barbara & Jerry Buttrey Susan Kavanaugh Bill & Carol Mitchell Judith M Stanley

Anonymous - In honor of Mary A Christie Nancy B Kenny Sandy Murray Vincent & Mary Alice Stanton
Judith B Liteky Charles E Curran Gail Lambers Moira E O'Dea Peter Stynes

Edwin “Ned” & Mary Barker Rev Msgr William E Elliott Annette Lomont Tom & Dee O'Brien Jim Toth

Ross & Renata Beaudoin Tom & Hoa Fox Dennis & Pam Lucey Suzanne Polen Tim & Jean Unsworth

Thomas E Bertelsen, Jr Rev Hugh Fullmer Luedde-Gajewski Gay Affirming ~ Noraleen Renauer Patrick ] Waide, Jr

Margaret Blair Jim & Judy Giesen Fund - Horizons Foundation ~ Fr David ] Riley John W Weiser

J Russell Bley, Jr Richard D Hansen & David B John Mammoser Mary Jean Rivera Rich & Dana Wekerle

Fr James Borstelmann Eckert Bob & Liz Maxwell Carol Rossetti Dr Mark Winiarski

Len & Kitty Bronec Dave Fletcher & Leo Ramos Mary Brennan Miller Eve Ryan Joseph B Young

Patricia & Michael Busk Anne M Jenkins John L Minck Maria Salazar

(14

From NCR I get a view of the church I find in very few other publications. It gives me a vision of the church
that is dynamic and open to the Holy Spirit and at the same time, a church which is changeable
and always in need of reform because it is made up of frail human persons. NCR holds the
church accountable for its failings, but above all it is committed to be a voice of the church’s
mission as the hope and the light of Christ in a darkened world. , ,

—Fr. Anthony Schumacher, NCR legacy donor, 1927-2019

In Memoriam
Fr Nicholas J Calabro Fr Joseph F Geniesse, CSC Thomas Francis Maher Rev Msgr William Ryan Charles Wargel
James ] Campion Angelo D Giancarlo Marian A McNally A Regina Schulte Ann T Weick
Mary Helen Carroll William & Elvira Hahn Anna Maie Murphy Fr Anthony Schumacher Anna Woods
Blanche Childs Robert G Hoyt Msgr Daniel James O’Connor Gerard F Songster Michael ] Zarr
Edward Daytel Robert H Kline Patricia I O’Connor Carl A Tenhundfeld
James H Duffy Rhoady & Jeanne Marie Lee Betty Quadracci Rev Fr Frederick ] Terry
Mary McGahey Dwan & Ralph Margaret C Lewis Sheila Taaffe Reynolds Nicholas P A Troccola

H Dwan, Jr Alfonso & Lillian Macy Marcia J Ryan Patrick F Walsh, Jr

In the same spirit of gratitude, we offer our heartfelt thanks to members of our board of directors whose
generous gifts made it possible for NCR to offer a wonderful opportunity to those who choose to
make NCR part of their legacy plan through our Legacy Challenge.

Participating Board Members

Anonymous Elaine Burke Frank & Fran Butler Tom & Hoa Fox Joan & Bob McGrath Bernie & Jim Purcell
Jude & Tisha Barry Maryjeanne & Richard Jackie & Bob Doud Jim & Mary Frey Steve & Susan Miller Terry Rynne
Thomas E Bertelsen, Jr Burke Joe & Sylvia Ferullo Annette Lomont Bill & Carol Mitchell

Learn more about NCR’s Legacy Challenge:

NCRonline.org/legacy, email legacy@ncronline.org or call 816-968-2217
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Demonstrators
in Atlanta gather
outside the
Georgia State
Capitol March 1,
2021, to protest
H.B. 531, passed
by the Georgia
House to re-
strict ballot drop
boxes, require
more |.D. for
absentee voting
and limit week-
end early voting
days passed.

—CNS/Reuters/Dustin Chambers

—CNS/Gregory A. Shemitz

Women religious and laypeople attend a
rally at the Sisters of St. Joseph mother-
house July 26, 2021, in Brentwood, New
York, urging U.S. Congress to pass the
voting-rights For the People Act.

—CNS/Reuters/Callaghan O’Hare

Protesters take part in a July 31, 2021, march in Austin, Texas, for voting rights and against a measure in the
Legislature to enact voting restrictions.

VOTERS: ‘THE SILENCE IS VERY NOTICEABLE’

Continued from Page 1

“The silence is very noticeable, and
it’s sad and disappointing,” said Sr.
Anita Baird, a member of the Religious
Congregation of the Society of the
Daughters of the Heart of Mary who
serves on the board of directors for the
National Black Sisters’ Conference.

State legislatures in Georgia and Flor-
ida passed and Republican governors in
both states signed controversial broad
omnibus bills that the Brennan Center
and civil rights groups like the NAACP
describe as voter suppression laws.

In Texas, two similar voting restric-
tion bills have been introduced in a
special session of the state legislature,
but House Democrats have fled the
state to deprive their chamber of the
quorum required to pass legislation.

In May, the National Black Sisters’
Conference issued a joint statement
with the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious defending the right
of all citizens to vote. The sisters also
called on Congress to take up legis-
lation to protect voting rights, such
as the John Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act, and called out elected
officials “at every level who continue
to introduce measures that would re-
turn us to the era of Jim Crow.”

“This should be an issue that would
be very easy for the bishops collec-
tively to issue a very strong statement
on the sanctity and the right to vote,
and the responsibility we all have to
ensure that every citizen’s voice is
heard,” Baird told NCR.

Instead of challenging Republican
lawmakers and conservative lobby-
ists who have led the charge to tight-
en voting regulations on questionable
grounds that the 2020 presidential elec-
tion was marred by fraud, the bishops
have widely opted for a nonconfronta-
tional posture — either remaining si-

lent or issuing general statements re-
iterating official Catholic support for
voting rights without mentioning the
recent bills.

The Catholic bishops have not
joined leaders of other Christian de-
nominations and faith traditions
who have spoken out and mobilized
against the new state voting laws. On
Aug. 12, dozens of interfaith leaders
and state legislators spoke outside the
U.S. Supreme Court to call on feder-
al lawmakers to secure voting rights
and end the filibuster, the threat of
which Senate Republicans utilized in
June to block debate on the For the
People Act, Democrats’ voting rights
and campaign finance reform bill.
The interfaith leaders also marched
to the U.S. Capitol with signed letters
to present to lawmakers. No Catholic
bishops participated in the march.

On June 24, the chairmen of two
U.S. bishops’ committees sent a let-
ter to congressional lawmakers urg-
ing them to ensure “the right to vote
is available to all citizens in our dem-
ocratic society.” However, the bishops
took no position on any federal legis-
lation and did not mention new laws
that restrict voting access in states
like Georgia and Florida.

Fr. Bruce Wilkinson, a priest of the
Atlanta Archdiocese who is retired
from active ministry, told NCR that “as
aBlack man, it doesn’t surprise me. But
as a Catholic, it really disappoints me.”

The typical response from the At-
lanta Archdiocese to previous con-
cerns raised by him and others re-
garding issues of racial injustice has
been silence, he said.

“When all these things happen, like
voter suppression, which has been a
very big issue, especially in the Black
Catholic community, there’s silence,”
Wilkinson said.

A spokeswoman for the Atlanta
Archdiocese told NCR in an email that
the archdiocese was “not interested in
participating” in this story.

The Georgia Catholic Conference,
which acts as the public policy arm for
the state’s bishops, did not take a posi-
tion or comment on the passage of the
Election Integrity Act of 2021, which
Gov. Brian Kemp signed into law on
March 25. In addition to provisions that
tighten restrictions on drop boxes, vot-
er IDs and absentee ballots, the Georgia
law prohibits volunteers from hand-
ing out food and water to people wait-
ing in line to vote. The law also enables
the state legislature to take more di-
rect control over the ballot counting in
Democratic-majority areas.

Two months before the law’s pas-
sage, Francis Mulcahy, the executive
director of the Georgia Catholic Con-
ference, told The Georgia Bulletin,
newspaper for the Atlanta Archdio-
cese, that the local church would de-
fend voting rights as a key feature of
Catholic social teaching in the upcom-
ing legislative session.

“We would be opposed to any re-
striction on voting rights,” Mulcahy
said in January. “Exactly how that
will play out in legislation and what
we will do about it will depend on
what comes out in the legislation.”

But when organizations like the
NAACP Legal Defense and Education-
al Fund, the Southern Poverty Law
Center, the League of Women Voters of
Georgia and the American Civil Liber-
ties Union filed legal challenges and ac-
cused the state’s Republican lawmak-
ers of crafting legislation designed to
suppress voters in Black-majority dis-
tricts, the Georgia Catholic Conference
did not join the challenges.

As NCR has previously reported,
major Catholic philanthropists and
pro-life leaders have bankrolled and
spearheaded voter suppression efforts

in conservative-leaning states since
Donald Trump’s defeat last November
to Joe Biden, a Democrat. Trump has
attributed Biden’s victory to baseless
claims of widespread voter fraud that
helped fuel the Jan. 6 insurrection at
the U.S. Capitol and that have helped
provide a shaky foundation for Repub-
licans’ election integrity push.

Besides possibly not wanting to alien-
ate politically conservative donors, oth-
er potential factors — including polit-
ical calculations and disagreements
among the bishops themselves — could
explain their hesitancy or inability to
collectively speak out against the new
state-level restrictions on voting.

“I think the USCCB, the church hi-
erarchy in general, might say that we
take stands on issues that directly re-
flect the teachings of the church, and
that how elections are administered
is not really central to Catholic teach-
ing,” said Geoffrey Layman, chair-
man of the political science depart-
ment at the University of Notre Dame.

“I think they might say that, so in an
effort to not stick their head into poli-
tics where it doesn’t belong and to re-
strict their political activities that are
central to church teaching. That might
be one thing that they would say,” said
Layman, who also suggested that bish-
ops in conservative states could be play-
ing the political long game as well.

With the U.S. Supreme Court and
its conservative majority more likely
to give states further latitude to reg-
ulate abortion rights, possibly even
overturn Roe v. Wade, bishops in those
states may not want to alienate Repub-
lican lawmakers when the time comes
to legislate away abortion, he said.

The Texas Catholic Conference of
Bishops, on its website and its Twitter
feed, has staked out positions on doz-
ens of bills this year related to abor-
tion, conscience rights for health care
workers, “the advancement of gender
ideology,” as well as on issues related
to immigration, religious liberty and
education. But there is no recent men-
tion of the Texas Legislature’s pend-
ing bills to restrict voting access.

A spokesperson for the Texas Catho-
lic Conference told NCR in an email that
the conference would not comment.

In Florida, Gov. Ron DeSantis
signed his state’s new restrictive vot-
ing law on May 6 during a live tap-
ing on the Fox News show “Fox and
Friends.” The law immediately drew
legal challenges from groups such as
the League of Women Voters of Flori-
da and the Black Voters Matter Fund.

The Florida Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops did not take a stand on the
law. “Not having sufficient expertise to
know the true impact of the provisions,
it would have been imprudent to take a
position,” Michael Sheedy, executive di-
rector of the conference, wrote in an
email to NCR. “At another level, we ex-
pected that if the bills were passed, the
provisions would be challenged. In this
case, the courts would be better suited
to sort things out.”

Baird of the National Black Sisters’
Conference said many Black Catho-
lics feel that the church has given lip
service to issues that impact their
communities, when in reality the in-
stitution often doesn’t stand in soli-
darity with them.

“This is about the very survival of
our democracy, and certainly what is
happening is also very racist in that
these bills are being put forward to keep
African Americans, Latinos and other
people of color from voting,” said Baird.

[Brian Fraga is NCR staff reporter.]
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Franciscan Sr.
llia Delio speaks
during the vir-
tual Laudato SV’
workshop Aug.
17, 2021. “We
have built a very
complex world
for ourselves

at a very rapid
pace. And so
we did not learn
how to really
live in this world
adequately,” she
said.

—NCR screenshot

How might Laudato 51" guide
community responses?

By BRIAN ROEWE
broewe@ncronline.org

Flooding is a prevailing problem in
Charleston, South Carolina.

In 2019, the Atlantic coastal city ex-
perienced 89 days of flooding, or near-
ly one of every five days that year.
That blew past the previous record of
58 times, set in 2015, and represented a
dramatic shift from more than a half-
century earlier, when in 1950 flood-
ing events occurred roughly twice a
year, according to a recent study by the
coastal ocean science center of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

In some ways, it’s no surprise that
Charleston regularly floods — it sits
only a few feet above sea level, is next
to an ocean and is surrounded rivers
and tributaries. That makes it espe-
cially prone to storm surge from heavy
rains and coastal storms, though flood-
ing can also occur on sunny days, too.
The hazards are exacerbated by cli-
mate change, which is causing more
intense storms and is also causing sea
levels torise,

But that only partly explains the
rise in flood events in Charleston, peo-
ple involved in justice ministries said
at a virtual workshop on Pope Fran-
cis’ encyclical “Laudato Si’, on Care
for Our Common Home.” They point

A vehicle navi-
gates a flooded
road Sept. 14,
2018, during Hur-
ricane Florence
in North Myrtle
Beach, South
Carolina. The next
year, the coastal
city of Charleston
experienced 89
days of flood-
ing, nearly one
every five days.
Charleston’s pre-
vious record, 58
times, was set in

2015.

—CNS/Reuters/Randall Hill

to development that has replaced crit-
ical marshlands with waterfront prop-
erties in one of the country’s fastest-
growing cities.

“If you build on that salt marsh,
you're taking away that buffer from
sea level rise, the buffer from floods,
from storms as well as just a buffer
in general,” said Lee Ann Clements, a
marine scientist and chair of the com-
mittee on integral ecology for the Dio-
cese of St. Augustine, Florida.

“It’s very easy for people to see that
coastal environment, that waterfront
property, as the thing they want, as

with courage

Patrick Saint-Jean, SJ
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desirable. But to the detriment of the
whole environment and to the detri-
ment of the community,” she said.

The flooding has also intensified the
southern city’s racial and economic
gaps. Black and poor communities are
located in areas most prone to flooding,
but they are least likely to receive as-
sistance, said Marina Lopez, a member
of Charleston Area Justice Ministry.

“We never have enough money
for the poor neighborhoods and the
things that need to be done in those
places. But we are discussing without
any concern the money that we are go-
ing to spend to save the more affluent
neighborhoods,” she said.

The situation in Charleston was one
of several environmental challenges
identified during the Laudato Si’ work-
shop Aug. 17. The event was organized
by the Direct Action and Research
Training Center, or DART Center, and
co-sponsored by five Catholic dioces-
es, Allegany Franciscan Ministries
and the Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development (CCHD) of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops. The
workshop featured Franciscan Sr. Ilia
Delio and Miami Archbishop Thomas
Wenski, each of whom reflected on the
pope’s encyclical and how Catholics
and others can respond to its message.

In July 2020, the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development award-
ed a $500,000 grant to the DART Cen-
ter, which is made up of 28 multifaith
justice ministry organizations in the
Southeast and Midwest, to put the
principles of Laudato Si’ into action in
Southeast communities facing hazards

from climate change. Seventeen DART-
affiliated groups are building care for
creation teams as part of the initiative,
with the goal of identifying climate im-
pacts in each community and mobiliz-
ing faith organizations to lobby for lo-
cal policies to address them.

EB

The Laudato Si’ workshop was the
kickstart of a series of listening ses-
sions planned for the coming months
that seek to engage as many as 1,000
people in each of the 17 locations to
continue discussing local impacts of
climate change and solutions that bene-
fit all people, particularly those who are
poor and historically disadvantaged.

Josette Josue, a parishioner of St.
James Catholic Church in North Mi-
ami, described how property values
and rents are soaring in the Little Hai-
ti neighborhood — located near the
center of the city and therefore farther
from the coast and rising sea levels —
and forcing people to abandon where
they’ve lived for decades.

“Haitian residents are moving out
while wealthy communities are mov-
ing in,” she said.

Wenski said that for Floridians con-
cerned about rising seas, “the news
was not good” in the recent report on
the state of the global climate from
the United Nations Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change.

The archbishop said that a core mes-
sage from Francis in Laudato Si’is that
addressing the environmental chal-
lenges facing the planet begins with re-
storing broken relationships with God,
with neighbor and with the Earth itself.

“We are all interconnected, and if
we’re going to solve the problems that
beset us we have to recognize that,”
Wenski said.

Delio, the Josephine C. Connelly En-
dowed Chair in Theology at Villanova
University, said part of the problem is
that humanity has become disconnect-
ed from the earth.

“We have built a very complex world
for ourselves at a very rapid pace. And
so we did not learn how to really live in
this world adequately,” she said.

That has led to a selfish mentality, par-
ticularly evident during the coronavirus
pandemic, of “take for me first, let me
take care of myself first, and if IThave an-
ything left over, maybe I can help you,”
she added. “And that’s a deep problem
for us. We have no real sense that we re-
ally belong to one another and we belong
to one another on this Earth.”

Delio said that solving the problems
of climate change and environmen-
tal degradation begins with changing
ourselves, and that communities seek-
ing to live in the spirit of Laudato Si’
must reflect a sense of mutual car-
ing and mutual sharing that sees the
Earth as part of that community and
not simply a repository of resources.

“The ultimate concern of the hu-
man must be the integrity of the uni-
verse upon which the human depends
in such an absolute matter,” she said.
“Care for the Earth sounds like we're
in charge, but the fact is the Earth
cares for us. And if we destroy our-
selves, it’s likely that simple biological
life will continue on.”

ON THE WEB
Read the full story at NCR
oline.org/node/200404.

[Brian Roewe is NCR environment corre-
spondent.]
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“It’s been tough, it’s been depressing,
it’s been very stressful for all of us,” she
said of the bullying and intimidation,
which included her face being superim-
posed on posters of the nationalist Sinn
Fein party accompanied by the words:
“Every word of Irish spoken is like an-
other bullet being fired in the struggle
for Irish independence.”

“The idea that somebody would
deny me the right to speak Irish be-
cause I'm a Protestant and tell me that
I’'m doing something wrong, is some
form of insanity,” Ervine told NCR.

Over the years Northern Ireland’s di-
visive politics have led the ancient Irish
language, once spoken by all here, to be
identified more with Catholic and na-
tionalist communities, who broadly
seek for the territory to be a part of the
Republic of Ireland from which it was
carved a hundred years ago.

After the United Kingdom’s deci-
sion to leave the European Union, the
Irish language has become even more
of a political touchstone. Identity is a
sensitive issue across Ireland and pol-
iticians often use questions of “Brit-
ishness” or “Irishness” to rally their
supporters. That’s likely to be ramped
up as the May 2022 Northern Ireland
Assembly election approaches.

Still to be legislated here is the Irish
Language Act, Acht na Gaeilge. While
a growing number of unionists are
comfortable with Irish, many Union-
ist politicians oppose its proposed
formal recognition as an official lan-
guage alongside English, as the Welsh
language is in Wales.

“The Irish Language Act will pro-
vide statutory protection for the lan-
guage and will, essentially, remove it
from the whimsical decision-making
of whatever politician finds him or
herself in a position to decide what
should or should not happen with the
language,” said Niall Comer, a lectur-
er in Irish at Ulster University.

Comer said the act “will also rec-
ognize Irish as an official language
of Northern Ireland and help to end
years of persecution and under-devel-
opment of a language that was once
spoken throughout Ireland.”

Speaking Irish is nothing new for
Fr. Darach MacGiolla Cathain, who
was born and raised in Shaw’s Road,
a West Belfast Irish speaking commu-
nity his parents Adam and Monica
helped to establish.

A pioneering group of 12 couples
decided in 1969 to create the commu-
nity, raised funds and built their own
houses. As children were born, the
parents drew together to start North-

ern Ireland’s first Irish language pre-
school. They then campaigned for
primary schools and later secondary
schools. Today Belfast is served by
some 15 Irish language middle schools
and two high schools.

The Shaw’s Road community lies
at the heart of the West Belfast Gael-
tacht, an Irish speaking community,
said MacGiolla Cathain, who coordi-
nates the chaplaincy for Irish middle
school education in the Diocese of
Down and Connor.

Of the five Catholic dioceses in
Northern Ireland only two, Down
and Connor and Dromore, lie entire-
ly within the British nation’s bound-
aries. The other three are partly in
the Republic of Ireland, where Irish
is the national language and a com-
pulsory school subject. Gaeltachts can
be found in several of the Republic of
Ireland’s 26 counties.

Once a month MacGiolla Cathain
celebrates Mass in Irish at St. Mary’s
Chapel Lane, Belfast’s oldest Catho-
lic church, and greets parishioners in
their native tongue. Dia duit (“God be
with you”) is traditionally how Irish
speakers say hello. The response is
Dia’s Muihre Duit (“God and Mary be
with you”).

St Mary’s, where MacGiolla Cathain
was baptized, was built in 1784, large-
ly with funds raised by Presbyterians
and The Church of Ireland, when only
365 Catholics, about 8% of the popula-
tion, lived in Belfast.

The number of Catholics reached
about half the city’s population by 2011,
and the latest figures from the 2021 Cen-
sus will be published next year.

It is the only church in Down and
Connor to celebrate Mass in Irish week-
ly. Others might do so on occasions like
St. Patrick’s Day or when people re-
quest Irish language services for First
Communions, weddings and funerals.

“It’s obviously more prevalent in
the likes of Donegal,” said MacGio-
lla Cathain, referring to a Republic
of Ireland county, where he said cele-
brating Mass in Irish is “about as un-
remarkable as Mass being celebrated
in Spanish in Spain.”

The priest said he measures the
“growing appreciation for the lan-
guage” in Northern Ireland by the
number of Irish language confirma-
tions in his diocese. “Around seven
years ago the number of children was
around 200, now it’s around the 300
mark — a 50% increase,” he said.

Ervine’s new school, named Nais-
coil na Seolta, was set to open in Sep-
tember in the predominantly Protes-
tant East Belfast. She chose the name

—NCR/Claude Colart

A street sign in West Belfast uses both the English and Irish languages.

—NCR/Claude Colart

Fr. Darach MacGiolla Cathain greeting parishioners

na seolta or “the sails” as a nod to the
area’s shipbuilding history including,
most famously, the RMS Titanic.

She fell in love with the language
on a six-week taster course as part of
a cross-community women’s group
and has been teaching it to beginner
adults for nearly 10 years, an achieve-
ment that saw Queen Elizabeth II
awarding her a special honor this year
for her services to the language.

Her classes on behalf of the Meth-
odist Church’s East Belfast Mission
started in November 2011 and the next
September saw the establishment of
a center named Turas, meaning jour-
ney or pilgrimage in both Irish and
Scottish Gaelic.

Seeing attendance grow “year-on-
year” in East Belfast convinced Ervine
of an increased interest in Irish there.
She decided to open a naiscoil after be-
ing invited by Braniel Primary School’s
principal Diane Dawson to teach Irish
as part of a post-COVID-19 lockdown
“recovery program” in March.

Dawson, also a Unionist, was
thrilled at the results. She introduced
Irish, Spanish and sign language to
gently ease the children back into a
school environment.

She delights in a mother’s recollec-
tion of a scene in the back of her car
when the children’s iPad stopped work-
ing. She overheard her 8-year-old ask
her 5-year-old: “What is two plus two?
Tell me the answer in Irish.” “A ceath-
air,” the 5-year-old responded: Four.

When Ervine wondered aloud if
there was space for an Irish language
preschool, Dawson immediately sug-
gested an empty mobile classroom on
the property.

Within weeks the education au-
thorities granted permission and two
years of funding was secured from Fo-
ras Na Gaeilge, which promotes the
Irish language throughout Ireland.

While only three complaints came
from parents of Braniel Primary
School, most of the resistance to the
naiscoil was falsely claimed to be from
the community, Dawson said. In reali-
ty, some votes against the school were
from different parts of Northern Ire-
land and some from as far as England
and Scotland.

Both Ervine and Dawson took the
threats seriously, mindful of the 2001
attacks on children walking through a
Protestant area to the Holy Cross Girls

Primary School. “We knew it cannot
be another Holy Cross,” said Ervine.

She is determined to open the nais-
coil and is confident that someday it
“will just be part of our history and it
will show how far we’ve come.”

If she could, Ervine would tell the
naiscoil’s opponents: “Come and sit
down with me. Have a cup of tea and
let’s talk about the issues that you
have, reasonably and rationally.”

MacGiolla Cathain calls Ervine’s
work “tremendous.”

Reflecting on her trailblazing ef-
forts half a century after his parents’
own contribution to the Irish lan-
guage, he said: “It’s very important
just to break down those barriers. It’s
not about claiming, it’s about reclaim-
ing because the Irish language does
not belong to one religious group or
another, it belongs to everybody.”

[Sahm Venter is a freelance journalist and
the editor of several books, including The
Prison Letters of Nelson Mandela.]
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Dear Readers.

When I took over as CEO/Publisher last fall, I did so with a deep sense of responsibility to do my part to
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Massimo Faggioli

James Firmin

Dave Fletcher & Leo Ramos

John &Mary Pat Fontana

Tom Fowler

Kathleen Frazee

Lisa Freese

Mary C Fuller

Robert H Gajewski & James
H Luedde

Rev Msgr John Gallagher

Kevin C & Kathleen Gallagher

William & Patricia Galligan

Michael Gavaghan

Jill Marie Gerschutz-Bell

Lee Giacoletto & Ken Fitch

William Gianola

(harles & Rebecca Gibson

Faith & Jim Gilroy

Wendy &Rob Gittings

William D Glenn

Frank & Jerry Gold

Patrick & Susan Gormely

joseph Graney

Frank Gremmler

Paul Grendler

Margaret R Grossman

Gerrard & Rosanne Gumbleton

Estelle M Hahn

HalfMyDAF *

William Halligan

John Hallinan

Doris Hamer!

Patricia Hammell

Robert & Alice Hart

Frank Hartmann

(atherine M Harvey

Phillip Hascall

Sheila Hawkes

Frank & Virginia Hayden

Michael Hayden

Ellen W Healey

Peter & Sheila Hebein

Neil & Mary Lou Hegarty

Werner M Hein

Rev Stanley Herber

William F & Jeannette D Hinz

Katie Hirshchoeck

Jeffrey Hollender

Michael Hollerich

Dr Wayne P Hubert

The Rev Mary Jo Hudson

Joseph Hugar

Rev Timothy K Johnson

Rev Milam J Joseph

Peter P Kalac

Dr Mike J Kaminski & Ruben
de Anda

Annette P Kane

Jean Kanik

Alex Kasper

Matthew R Katrein

John & Jane Kearns

Thomas Keaveney

Kathleen Kehner

Rosemary Cather Kelly

William & Mary Lou Kelly

John W Kilty

Dennis Kirby

John & Rita Kirkwood

THANK YOU
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John J Klopacz

Michael Koncik, (SSR

Ms Mary A Kono

(arole LaCentra

Mary W Lamy

Christopher & Susan Lane
Bill Larme

David Lawrence Jr

Joan L'Heureux

Vicky M Longawa

Marcia & Nicholas Lorang
Francis & Mary M Lostumho
Gary & Susan Lytle

Fr Fabian T MacDonald

Ron MacDonald & Jerry Gantner
John D MacEachen

M Jane & Michael Manning
Richard A Marra

Bill Marston

(arol Mayes

Mark J McCabe

Mary Pat McChesney
Kathleen McGrane

Mary Grace McGuire-Kelley
Nancy & William McGunagle
Mr John McKillip

Cecelia McLane

(anice Mclaughlin

John & Gloria McManus
Mary Kay McNeive

Anne B McSweeney
Patricia Meldrum

Michele

Michele Mietus-Snyder
Kate & Hub Miller

Dottie Moon

Paul E Morrissette

Tim & Lisa Morse

Jerome Morzinski

John F Murphy

John & Josephine Murphy
Maureen Fitzgerald Murray
Nancy Lee Murray

Eileen Nalevanko

Father Charles Niblick
Marcia & Steve Nicely

Mary Wirtz Northrup
Katherine M O'Brien
Kathleen 0'Connor
William & Catherine Odlell
William F O'Dell

Mrs Hertha Orszula

Our Lady Queen of Peace Church
Lydia Ozuna

Michaelyn Page

Jacques Pasquier

Ann Pax

(arole G Pentony

Rev Richard Perfetto
Katy & Les Perino

J Kenneth Poggenburg, Jr
Margaret Polanski

Dudley Louis Poston, Jr

Dr John W Prados
Presentation Sisters - SD
Loretta Reif

Mary Elizabeth Reilly
Robert Reinhart

Religious of the Assumption
Joseph & Linda Remley

THANK YOU c

Judith Reuter

Raymond & Mary Ring

Albert Risdorfer

Audrey & John Rogers

Fr Joseph L Romano

Elva & Whit Rominger

(arol Rotert

Matthew Ruyechan

Dennis Ryan

Evemarie R Ryan

Mark Ryan

Very Rev Michael G Ryan

Joan & Ryan Sattler

Valerie C Scanlon

Philip R Scholly

George & Theresa Schu

Cynthia J Schumacher

Patrick Paul Shulfer

Brian Simmons, OFS

Mary CSingaus

Sisters of Charity SCMM

Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Sisters of St Frandis - Tiffin

The Sisters of St Joseph of Sault
Ste Marie

Thomas Skorupa

Mary Anne Springer

Kathleen Staley

John & Mary Steiner

Philip & Mary Stich

Dr Linda Stmartin

Noah & Bridget Sturr

Steve Sudik

Mrs Jeanie Sullivan

Mr Thomas Sullivan

Ellen L Wolf

Dr Carolyn Woo

Mary Woodward
James R Worsley, Jr
Barbara L Wysocki
SrRita M Yeasted, SFCC
Mary T Yelenick
Joseph Young

Frank A Zabrosky

Meg Zerbinos

FAITHFUL

FRIENDS
up to $250

Anonymous

Dcn Dominick Abballe

Ellen Abeln & Chris Knoedler, Sr
Patti Abernethy

Kawasi Abioye

Mary L Abkemeier

Lori Abrahamsohn

Lee Ann Abseck

Lucy Abu Absi

Robert & Margaret Ackermann
Judith M Acord-Szczesny
Janet L Adams

M Adams

Marie Adams

Dcn Rodger Adams

John & Joanne Ader

Mr & Mrs G Adler

Karl Adler & Danielle Chappell
Adobe, Inc

Mr & Mrs Raja Ammari
Msar Robert Amundsen
Dcn George Anderberg
Robert A & M Elizabeth Anderl
Bob & Connie Anderson
Brenda M Anderson
Donna Anderson
Norman P Anderson
Marianne Andreach
Dorothy Andries

Louise Angel

Paul J Angelis

Ann

AnnE

Rev Joseph Annese
Robert Anthony
(onstance R Arcari
(laire D Archibald

Lucy Arimond

Joseph Arlinghaus
Monica Armstrong
John S Arnold

Mariella Arnold

Mary Arnold

Rev Paul Aroult

Josie Arpaia

Keith Thomas Arrington
Luz Arroyo

Mary Ann Arsenault
Rev David J Arseneault
Paul & Mary Arthur
John & Marge Asbury
(arla Caccamise Ash
Andrea Ashburn

Ellen Ashcraft

Diane Assalone

Daisy Swadesh (Charles & Christine Adolph Association of Roman Catholic

Bernadette Tasher Den Omar Aguilar Women Priests

Tom Thomas Rosalinda Aquirre DrHenry & Mrs Lucy Atkins

Mary Jo Tierney Anthony Ahrens Mrs Julie Atkins

Ronald & Lois Todd-Meyer Mary Ellen Albers Paul T Atkinson

Rev Joseph W Towle Dcn Tony & Sharon Albers Gerald Atwood

Fr William Treacy Rev John T Albosta Robert Aubrey

Fred Trenkle Karen Alderman Jane Audrey-Neuhauser

Jerilynn Tucker Sara A Aldridge Mr &Mrs John J Augustein

Donald Tully All Are One Roman Catholic Kenneth J Augustine

Liz Tyree Church Edward & Rosemarie Authier

(athy Vanderzicht Bernice Allen Dalton J & Noreen A Avery

Melanne Verveer Katherine E Alloway Dr Howard J Aylward Jr

Keith & Sharon Vickers (arol Abercrombie Alston Brian Ayotte

Betty Walston Jon Altman Madeleine Ayres

Rev Daniel Warden Nancy E Alzheimer Walter C Ayres

Linda Nowakowski Winter AmazonSmileFoundation Betty Baca

Michael Sean Winters John Amdor William J Backes

Rev Sean Winters Patrick J Amer Rev Ronald Bacovin
THANK YOU o THANK YOU o

Rosemary D Bacy

Rev Edward Bader

Frank Bader

John Bagley

Joseph Baidoo

Mary Lou Bailey-Smith

Margaret A Bailly

Barbara & Richard Bair

Melanie J Bair

Anita Baird

Rev Dennis W Bajkowski

Angela A & Robert Baker

Blair & Antoinette Baker

Darlene Baker

Dr William & Mrs Marchelle
Bakken

Karen M Balaban

Janice Baldwin

Patricia Martens Balke, PhD

Jim Ballard

Rev Gerald E Balwinski

D Bambeck

(atherine Bambrick

Paola Banchero

Harry B Bangert

Irene S Banionis

Paul & Susan C Banner

William J Bannon, Jr

Ann Baratta

Sr Mary Barbieur

Fred & Sue Barbret

Lorenzo Barcelo

Michael Barclay

Mary Anne Barczak

Mark Barder

Max & Marta Barela

Annette Barfield

Edwin E “Ned” Barker

Mary Barletta

Gary Barnes

Kathleen Barnes

Michael Barnes

Ron Barnes

Heather & Danen Barnhart

Rev Jerome Barnwell

Ann Barrows

John JBarry, Il

Msgr James 0 Barta

Janet Bartel

Joanne Barto

Vincent Bartolini

(Cheryle Bartolo

Jack Bartz

Rev Charles Batcheldor

Sheila Bateman

THANK YOU S

Teresa A Batto

Pamela Batz

John Bauer

Barbara S Bauman

Pauline Baumann

Richard & Kathleen Baumann

Fr Thomas F Baxter

(arol Bayens

Mary A Bayer

Raymond E Bayless

Phyllis A Bazzano

Eugenie Beall

Rev David E Beauvais

Anne Beavan

James T Beck

Mary Becker

Rev Joseph F Beckman

Mary Ann Becnel

Dr Joseph E Bednorz

Genevieve Beenen

Mr &Mrs Robert W Begley

Karen Beidel

Marilyn Beiser

Aster Bekele

Bonnie Krauskoff Belfy

Martha Belker

Nancy & Malcolm H Bell

Ellen B Belle

(atherine M Beltz

Gisela Benda

Irene E Bendler

Hope Harmeling Benne

Beverly Bennett

Katherine Benoit

Louis Benoit

Ray & Nancy Benoit

Dr Margaret Benson

Randall Berd

(Berg

Karl & Nancy Berg

(atherine C Berger

David Berger

Frances Bergeron

Robert F Bergeron

Dorothy Bergin

Patrick J Bergin

Paul Bergman

Fr Andre Bernard

Jim Bernard

Richard Bernier

Patricia A Bero

Thomas Berry Forum for
Ecological Dialogue at lona
(ollege

Arnold Besier

Shirley Bessette

Gene & Eileen Best

Sr Jean Beste

Elaine Betoncourt (S)

Betty

Nancy K D Beukenkamp

Bob Beutel

Michelle Beutlich

Judy & Roland Bianchi

Ana Maria Bidegain

Robert Biegen

Jeanne Bieger

Fr Micahel Bielecki, OSA

Mike Biewend

Rev William R Bigelow

THANK YOU
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Donald E Biggs

Den Ernest C Biglow, 11l
Rev Louis Bihr
Maureen Bikeski

Rev Ronald CBIll
Valerie Billy

Valerie Binder, (SJ
Bev Bingle

Thomas Birch

Fr Hugh Birdsall, SDS
Marge & Al Birge
Reginald Birks

Mary Black, CSJ
Madelyn Blair
Margaret M Blair
Laura Elise T Blais
Rose L Blake

Jane A Blank

Mary Jo Blankemeyer
JRussell Bley, Jr
Margarite Bloch
Peggie & Dan Bloodworth, Jr
Mary Bloom

H Thomas Blum

Rev Orville Blum

Bob

John Bodary

Vernon Boeckmann
Mary Boehm

Rev John A Boehning
Brenda Boenig
Juliana Boerio-Goates
Luella Bogenschutz
Robert Boguski
Adrienne Bohnenkamp
Linda Boire

Alice Bolen

F Harvey Bollich

Fr Charles G Bolser
Francis & Barbara Bolton
Anthony F Bonagura
Andrea & Andrew Bonior
(arol Bonior

Jeffrey J Bonior
Patricia Bonneau-White
Jane Bonner

Tom Borengasser
Judy Borland

Paul Borucki

Frances Pavlas Bose
Erin Bosell

David Bossman
Bishop John Botean
Rev Paul Bouchard
Frank & Jo Boucher
JRoy Boucher

Teresa Bourke

JoAnn Bourquard
Anne Bouscal
Rosemary Boutt
Jeffrey Bowe
MaryLouise Bowe
David A Bower

Jane Bower

John Bowskill

Judith Boyd

Dan Boyle

Eugene F Boyle

Ann Bradley

J Edward Bradley

THANK YOU c

‘TRUTH
MATTERS

Robert Bradley Frank Brown Bernard M Byrne

Brian Brady James A Brown Patrick Byrne

James B & Pat Brady Lynn Brown Dr Joe Byrnes

Robert J Brady Mary H Brown Joseph F Byrnes

Kathleen J Brahney Sandy Jumonville Brown William & Kristin Byrnes

Brian Branagan Sue Brown Sue C

Paul Branca Tom & Mary Ellen Brown Rev James Caddy

Evelyn Brannan-Tarpey Marilyn A Brown-Conroy Chris & Mary Caenepeel

(harles Branning Nancy Browne Marie Caffrey

Thomas F Brannon Sr Marie Noel Bruch John Cahaney

Dianne Brassolotto James Bruckman Mary J Gahill

John Braunger Joseph R Brueggen Terrence Cahill

Kathy Brayko Dee Bruggeman James Cahillane

John Breck Rev Matthew Brumleve Mary Gain

Suzanne Bregman (arl Brunner Nick Calamusa

Sr Mary Breiling Sister Patricia Bruno, OP Effie Caldarola

Alice L Brennan Jerry Brzezinski Kenneth Calewarts

Ann Marie Brennan Anthony FBucci Gloria J Callaci

Barbara Brennan John & Joan Buchanan Lee Callaghan

Bill Brennan Sr Marguerite Buchanan, RSM Michael (allaghan

Rev George Brennan Peter Buck Anne N Callahan

Grace & Hubert Brennan T Krolikowski Buck John Callanan

Jane Brennan Gail Lumet Buckley Dorothy Calvani

Mrs Mary Beth Brennan Gary & Diane Buckley M C Cameron

Rosemary G Brennan Anita Bucrek Ernest Camisa

Mrs Annie Brenner (harles Budinger Mary Ann Thompson Camosy

Lucy Brenner Ed & Kathy Buechel Lucy M Campanella

Edward Brett Jeanette Buehler, CPPS [J Campbell

Tom & Pat Brewer Mr & Mrs Robert Buescher J Peter & Anne C Camphell

Mary Brewster Paul Bunker Jim & Sandra Campbell

Lee Breyer Mrs Deborah Bunnell Dr VirginiaM Campbell

Bob Brezinski Laida Bunzel Mary Jo Canar

Fr Brian Bricker, OP Mrs Elaine Burce Holly Cannon

Barbara Briggs Frank J Burger Sr Judith Marie Cannon

Ken Briggs Arlene & Edward Burke Mary H Cannon

William Briggs Edmund J Burke Jr Adele Canup

Michael Briley Jerry Burke (ANWE

Camille Brillon, Associate of the Patty Burke Joseph & Eileen M Capecchi
Srs Of St Anne Susan £ Burke Marjorie Capistrano

Rita Brinkman G William Burkhardt Rev Roger J Caplis

Ronald & Connie Brinkman Bob & Gerrie Burns Mary Ann Cappiello

Joseph F Brinley Edith M Burns Lois Capps

Rev Jerry Brittain Fr Hugh Burns Laura & Roger Cardamone

Kay Britton JanBurns Helen-Andrea Cardman

Bea Britz Janet McHaley Burns Ann Grace Carey

Sr Gertrude Brixius William & Kayreen Burns Mrs Maureen F Carey

Hilary Brixius Daniel Burr Raymond Carey

William H & Barbara Broach Robin C Burris Aileen Carissimi

James Broderick Richard Busch Judith Carle RSM

Katharine Broderick Ann Busino Liz Carlin

Fr Edward Brodnick Theresa Butel David Carlson

Barbara Ann Brooks Barbara Bernard Butler Dr Linda Carmosino, MD

David Brooks Francis & Beth Butler Gregory C Carnevale & Diane

Joan Brooks Marion Butler Mahon

Rev John Brophy Patricia M Butler Bernadette Carney

Patricia Brosmer Thomas Butts Bob Carney

Damien Brouillard Paula Butturini Dan Carney

Kathy Brouillette Elisabeth K Butzer Eileen J Carney

Anne W Brown Mrs Amity Pierce Buxton Rita Carney

(harles C Brown (atherine Bylinowski Ernest Camnicelli

(harles Brown, Il Susan Byrd Fr Emmet Carolan

Daniel Brown Andrea Byrne Geraldine Carolan

THANK YOU o THANK YOU o

BUILDING COMMUNITY POWERED
BY INDEPENDENT REPORTING

(lifford B Carr

Mike Carr

Bill & Trudy Carroll

Donald & Mary Jo Carroll

Rev John Carroll

Karen Carroll

Mary Carroll

Betty Lou Carter

Guy Carter

Anne Storey (arty

Ann Carver

Eileen Carver

Rosemary S Cary

Kevin Casey

Rev Patrick Casey

Stephen J & Ellen M Casey

Richard (assara

Sandra Casserly

Anne Cassidy

James (assidy

Marianne G Cassidy

Susanne Cassidy

Joel Cassingham & Sheila
Arimond

Barbara Castellano

Jerry Casterton

(aterpillar Foundation*

(atholics for Renewal, Inc

George Cauchi

Fr J Caulfield, Ireland

Abby Causey

(atherine Cavanagh

Kathleen Cavanaugh

Dolores (ea

Joseph M Cece

David J Ceponis

Judith A Cerny

Mrs Maureen Cerny

Doreen Cevasco

Mr & Mrs Allen R Chadwick

Michael Chalmovsky

(andice Chaloupka

(aroline Chamberlain

John Chamberlain

Mark Chamberlain

Don Chambers

Rev Tom Champoux

Joel Chapa

Monica Chapman

Everett A & Jane A Charette

Marg & Allan Charette

Paul Charette

Ms Mary Charles

Ann Charron

Thomas R Charsky

Kathryn C Chase

Sandra Chatwood

Rudy & Monica Cherniak

Mary Louise Chesley-Cora

Rev John Child

Linda Chisholm

Rev Gerald J Chmiel

THANK YOU S

Edward Chmielewski
Katie Cho

Ann Christensen
Kathleen M S Christensen
Lauretta A Christensen
(hristian Brothers of the Midwest
Richard & Dolores Christie
Hans Christoffersen
John Chuchman

Cynthia Church

Eileen & Andy Chwalibog
Msar Joseph Ciampaglio
Ellen Cicconi

Michael Cieslak

Msar Francis V Cilua
John Cinciarelli

Doris T Cipolla

Linda Cirullo

Sharon G (lairemont
@Greg & Inge Clancy

(lara

Mary (lare

Sr Ave Clark

(harles F Clark

Duffy & Donna Clark
Robert Clark

Timothy Clarke

James Cleary

(arol H Clendenin

Judith A Clifford

Peter (line

Judith Clink

Barbara (linton

Mary R Close

SrJoy Clough

Doug Cluxton

James & Miriam Coady
Mary M Coakley

Sr Leonore Coan SNDdeN
Anne Cody

Thomas Cody

Derek Coelho

Leigh Coffey

Norma J Coffey

Dr Kathy Coffeyguenther
Larry Cohen

Robert &Kim Cox Colbert
Jim Cole

Ronald L Cole

Sally Sue Coleman
(olette

Sr Claire Coll

Dr Ernest J Collamati
Jeffrey Colledge

FrPaul Colling

(atherine Collins

Donna M Collins
Elizabeth L Collins
Francis Collins

Grace M Collins

John Collins

Patricia Collins

Patrick Collins

Terence Collins

Lawrence Colvin

Jeanie Combs

Edward J Comeau

Anne A Comeaux

Jane Comerford, SSJ

Bob Comfort

THANK YOU
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Joseph M Comito John B Coyle (arolyn M Daniel Fr Edward Dempsey Sr Roxanne Dolak, RSM

Gerard & Sandra Como Stephanie Coyne, PhD Susan Danner Rev Paul Demuth Janice A Dolan

Fr Douglas G Comstock Fr Donald Cozzens Mr & Mrs William D’Antonio H Dendurent Joan Dolan

Kevin & Eileen Concannon Philippe Crabbé Brian D'Arcy Marie Dennis K Dolan

Concerend Catholic Walter Crabtree Joe Martin Dasbach Rosemary Denson & Susan Kohl Mary Doller

Leigh Condie Annette J Craddock (harles Daschbach Vera DePalma Ray Dombrowski

Margaret Condon Gretchen Craffey Daughters of Charity Kathleen £ DePaul Steven G Dombrowski

Chery!l A Conetsco Sisters Barbara (raig & Constance Susan Dauntless J&N Derer Elizabeth Domigan

George Conk Kozel, RSM Jack Dausman Mark Derrick Bruno Domzalski

Rev Roy H Conley Jody Ladd Craig Regina Davala Walter H DeSa, OSFS (ecelia Donahue

Stephanie Conley Blanche U Crandall Barbara J Davenport Jeannie Desmet Dolores McKeever Donahue

Suzanne W Conmy Ms Lucia Lahiff Crane Maura Davenport George Desnoyers Ellen M Donahue

Frank & Jill Connaghan Stephany (rane Dr & Mrs James David Alice Deso Steve & Carol Donaldson

Tim Connair Grace Crary-Kearney John David Rev John Desocio Margaret Donegan

Jo Ann Connelly Mr Curtis Crawford Richard & Marianne David Bernard Desroches Thomas Donio

Joel Connelly Mary G Crawford Joanne Davidson Timothy Determan Sister Donna

Kathy Connelly & Parkes Johnson John Crean, ObISB Fr Charles Davignon James T & Evelyn M Dette Robert C & Barbara M Donnaruma

Maureen E Connelly Daniel J Creed MT Davila Joanne Dever Barbara Donnely

Naola T Conner Rita Creel Donna Davis W Dever (laire Donnelly

Anne Connerton Ann L Cricchi Jo Anne Davis Emily Devine, RSM John Donnelly

Colleen Connolly Maryann Crilly Mary Davis Michael Devine Paul E Donnelly

Jeanne Connolly JoAnn Crinieri Mary Jo & Peter Dawe Rosemarie DeVivo Sr Margaret Donner

John Connolly Kathleen Cronin Larry & Mary Ann Dawson Emmet Devlin Maureen D'Onofrio

Joseph Connor Bernadette M Cronin-Geller Peter Dawson Rev Mark Devlin Dr Gail Donovan

Janet Conover James & Carol Crosson Roberta Day Jacqueline Dewar, RSM Patrick L Donovan

Hugh Brady Conrad Kevin Crotty Day House - Thomas Lumpkin Luc & Lieve Dewulf Louis Doody

Rev Francis Conroy Dr Sandeep Dhand Sr Nora Doody

John M & Katharine W Conroy Margaret D'Huyvetter James &Kay Doolan

M C Conroy WIth One VOIce’ We Speak Rev John V Di Bacco, Jr Eileen Dooley & Denis Woods

Anne Constantinople truth tO power. Sharon Di Ubaldo Jean M Dooling

Suzanne Contacos Pat Diaz Fr Michael Doran

Leonard M Contardo Brian G Crowe Nance De Flon Robert D DiCenso Michael Dordan

Jason Conway Jane Cubito Paula De Manuel Barbara Dick Ernest F & Mary Loomis Dorn

Robert Michael Conway (laudette Cuddy Robert De Mattei (harles T Dickel Mary Ann Dorsett

Edith Coogan Den Henry Cugini Angela de Souza Linda Dickerson Karen Dosemagen

Rev Adrian L Cook Paul T Cullen, CFX Deacon Dan434 Mrs Dorothy S Dickieson Ms Mary Dougherty

Paul Cook Dorothy Cummens Mary Ann Deak Jim Didier Rita Dougherty

Bridget Cooke & Frank Fromherz Benjamin Cummingham Alan E Dean (hristine Didio Rev Norman Douglas

Rhonda L Coon Bishop John S Cummins Sarah M Dean Michael A Diebold Emily Douglass

Tim Coonen, OMI Rosemary & Vincent Cummo Florence Deaner Fr Carl Diederichs John J & Virginia M Dowd

Janelle Cooney Ann Curran John Cardinal Deardon Legacy Marcelle Diedrich Kevin M Dowd

Mary F Cooper Denise Curry, SNDdeN Project David M Diegel Bonnie Doyle

Ms Patricia Cooper Kevin Curtin John Dearie Herbert & Angela Diener (arol-Ann Doyle

Wayne Cooper Margaret Cushing Frank A & Katherine E DeBacker Lolita T Dierickx Mr James Doyle

Joseph A Coray Martha H Cusimano Denise DeBelle Dr & Mrs Russell E Dieter Jean Doyle

Carolyn Corcoran Sr Carol Czyzewski FSSJ Wayne & Mary Ann Debly Janice DiGiaimo Jim Doyle

(athy & John Corcoran BarbaraD Bernice Deboer Patrick Dill Mrs Mary Doyle

Mary T Corcoran Rosalyn A Dadas William E Debot Dennis Dillon Mary Doyle

Andrew & Judith A Cordell Marcie Dahlen James Deboy Gloria H Dillon Mr William Doyle

Dennis J Corkery Kathleen Dahm Sr Annette Debs Mr Mike Dillon Andrew Drance

Corky Mr & Mrs John Dahmus Rev George Decasa (olleen DiMatteo Anthony J Drees

(atherine Comue Ann Daiber Donald Decleene Louise Dimattio Rev Peter Drenzek

Emily Corpos Ireen K Daigle Nancy DeCono Tom & Kristi Dinell Barbara Dresel

Rosa J Correa Edward Dailey Drs James & Teresa Degen David Dinneen Michael Drohan

Dorothy Corrigan Mary Supple Dailey Pierre Deglaire Paul Dinter Joseph A Droste

Rev Jim Corrigan Jeff Dal Cerro Jim & Cate DeGraw John DiNuzzo Ms Jean Drumm

Mary Cory John D’Albora (arol DeGroot Jan & Stephanie Dirckx Thelma D'Souza

Guillermo & Edelmira Cosma Ms Claire N Dale Jim Deharpporte Diane & George Dirksen Solange Dube

Joseph Costa Ms Lucina Dale Deignan Institute for Earth Rev Dennis Dirkx Fr Leonard Dubi

Jose Costantine Janet Daley & Spirit Audrey M DiSilvestre Constance Dubick

Joseph & Aurelia Costanza Valerie Dalton SrMary del Rey Ekler Susan Dittes Gail DuCharme

Marilyn Costanzo Anne T Daly @ Del Vecchio James J & Mary FDivita Elizabeth Dudas

Mary C Costello (laudia Hampston Daly Ms Kay Delaney Henry S Dixon &Linda A Giesen Maureen E Dudley

Ann Cote Larry Daly Angela Dellacqua Elizabeth A Dobbs Linda Dufault

Bill Cotter Rev Peter James Daly Paula DeLong Gloria £ Dobbs Dcn Denny Duffell

Emmett Cotter Sr Joan D'Amato, (SJ Andrea Demars Diane M Dobitz Kathleen Duffin, C(ND

Rita Cotterly Monique Danaher Maria DeMayo Margaret Dodson Ed & Sue Duffy

Louis Couvillon (atherine Danatos Helen Demers Frank Doelger Mrs Jane H Duffy

Kathy Cox Mary Dancy F &B Demilde Gerald P Doherty, FMS Marge & Jerry Dugal

Mary Cox Mary Danhauer Fran DeMillion Robert Doherty Terrence & Diane Dugan
THANK YOU o THANK YOU o THANK YOU . THANK YOU .

Joseph & Sarah Dulany

Christine Dull

(aroline M Dulle

Mary Jacklyn Dulle

Diane Dumond

Angela Dumouchelle

Steve Duncan

Fr Dirk Dunfee, SJ

Thomas Dunlap

Alan G Dunn

Max Dunn

William A Dunn

Sr Mary Dunning

Stephen & Mary Elayne Dunphy

The Rev Faith D'Urbano

Mary-Cabrini Durkin

JRichard Durnan

Joan Combs Durso

Sr Luanne Durst

Patricia Dwight

Jack & Nancy Dwyer

SrJT Dwyer

Rev Kevin F Dwyer, OSA

Stephen & Deborah Dwyer

Stephen Dwyer

Noreen Dygert

Edward G Dzienis, Jr OFS

Mr Nathan Eanes

Earthcare of Sisters of St Francis
Denver

Dennis Ebel

Maggie Ebrite

George Eckenrode

Christopher & Liz Eckl

Aida Economides

Corbin Eddy

Phyllis J Eddy

Ninette Edmiston

Ms Bridget Edmonds

Mrs Beverley F Edwards

Anne-Marie Egan

Mary Sue Egan

Kathleen Egloff

Christine Eheman

Robert Ehrsam

Harry A Eick

Karen Eifler

Joan Scheuerell Eisch

Mr John Eise

Elizabeth M Eisenhaur

Rosalie Elder

Mary Hawkes Ellmann

Michael Elmore

Bonnie Elward

Isabel Eminian

Rita Enderle

John Endres, S

Dr Terry Engel

(hristopher Engle

William Engler Jr

Gilbert L English

Suzanne Wilcox English

Anna Ennis

Mary Enyart

Kelly Epstein

Bill & Betsy Erickson

Dr James Erlenborn

Rev William W Ernst

Fr Abe Esper

Jean Esposito

THANK YOU
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Jean M Esswein
JoEllen Estenson

W Estevens, Jr
Esther

Luisa Estrada
Ethelyn/NYC

Mary Anne Etzel
Ann Evans

(harles V Evans
Karen Evans
Kathleen Evans

Fr Philip Evanstock
Martha &L D Everett
Mary Eversman
Robert & (laudia Faherty
Jane Falke

James Falsey
Denise Fanelli

William F Finnegan
Susan Finnegan-Duffy
Nancy Finnell

Mr Michael Finnigan
Mary Anne Finucan

Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza

Ann L Firlus

Anita C Fischer

Barbara & Louis Fischer
Donna Fischer

Karen Fischer

Mary Ann Fischer
Rosanne E Fischer
(arol M Fisher

Gerald & Mary Fisher
(laudia Dahldorf Fishler
Elizabeth Fitting

John Fitzgerald

Robert Foley

Barbara Fonda

Robert Fontana

Larry Foran

Barbara & William Ford

(athy Ford & Everett Hoffman

Ellen S Ford
Florence Ford

Mary Ford
R&GFord

Mary Lou Forgione
Sr Joanne Forker (SJ
Margaret A Forsyth
Pauline & Denis Fortier
Sr Margaret Fortino
Miriam Fortis

Mrs Ann Foster
(arol Fowler

Let us listen to those on the margins.

Kathleen Farago

Fr Bernard C Farley

Ken Farner

Emmet Farrell

Margaret Farrell

Eugene Faulhaber

Carol Fay

(arole C Fay

Dylan Fay

Mr & Mrs Stephen J Fearon

Felix P & Jacqueline D Fedie

Kay Feehan

M ( Feeney

MaryLou Feeney
SrRoberta Feil

Mr Kenneth Feldt
Marylyn Felion

Betty Jo Felker

Tim Felker

Bernard Fensterwald
Al & Liz Fenton
Edward J Feroli

Anne McGuire Ferrara
Mary Ferrari

Linda Ferraro

Jan & Bob Ferrera
Robert Ferrera

Cathy Ferrin

Blaine Ferris

Dr Paddy Ferry

Rev Donald M Fest, SSJ
Lyle & Patricia Fettig
Sue Feutz

Sr Barbara Fiand, SND
William & Christine Fice
Barbara Fiedler

Mrs Patricia Fields
John Figini

Joyee Filip

Deborah Filipi

Ed & Val Fillenwarth
Eleanor Finlay

Joseph FFinn, Jr
Thomas & Marielena Finn

THANK YOU c

Msgr Joseph T Fitzgerald Ann Fox

Linda Fitzgerald @Greg Fox

Sandra Fitzgerald Dr Marcella Fox

Stan Fitzgerald Nicols Fox

Virginia Fitzgerald Zeni Fox

Sr Angela Fitzpatrick,0SU Dr Ruthann Fox-Hines

Rev Edward Fitzpatrick Andrew Frake

Margaret Flagg Jim France

Kathryn Flahaven George & Bettina Francis

Mary Ann Flanagan Janet A Francis

Patrick J Flanagan Maureen Francis

Bruce Fleck Jane Francisco

Jean Fleck Loretta Francisco

Raymond Fleck Carl Frank

Lee Fleckenstein Leo Franks

Edward & Mary Fleege Marian Fredal

Barbara Fleischer (onstance M Frederick

(arl Fleischhauer Rose Laplaca Freed

(arol T Fleming (Charlie Freel

Beverly Fletcher Mr Peter Freiberg

Dcn Michael Fletcher Krista & Ken Freimuth

Eric Flinn Mr & Mrs Daniel E Frett

Ethel & James Flinn Foundation Judy Freund

Michael Flood & Sandra Anita Friedlander
Wasko Flood Ann O Frobose

Mary Florance Barbara Fuhrwerk

Florecita Robert Fuller

Amy Florian Sally Fullman

Ann CFlynn Fr Hugh Fullmer

Daniel Flynn Therese M Fumich

Devon Flynn Michael Funchion

Mrs Eileen Flynn David Funk

Gioia M Flynn (atherine Furlani

James E Flynn Jerry Furlong

Joseph P Flynn Jr Sr Janet Furman

Sarah Flynn & David Prosten FutureChurch

(ynthia Fogarty Theresa Futvoye-Micus

Regina A Fogg Jane Gabler

Maurice Foisy F & P Gacnik

Edward MFoley Ed Gaffney

Rev Gerald Foley Terri & Joseph Gaffney

Drs John & Marie Foley Richard R Gaillardetz

Dcn Kevin Foley Patricia Gaine

Patricia Foley Joseph Gainza

THANK YOU o

THANK YOU
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Miranda (Mindy) Morini Gajda

Mary Lou Galgano
Linda Gall
Ed & Madeleine Gallagher

Frank & Jeannette Gallagher

James Gallagher
Rev James Gallagher Jr

Maureen Gallagher Harry Gill
Suzanne Gallagher, RSM James F Gill
Thomas Gallagher Dorothy Gillan
Vince Gallagher Garth Gillan
Herman Gallegos Judith Gilleran
Lee Gallery Michael Gilligan
Andrew Galligan Peter Gilmour
Fielding & Gally Gallivan JJGilsenan
John Galto J&K Gindling
Frank H Galvan Richard Ginkowski
(arol Gambino Gary Giombi
Marie M Gammello John & Jane Giordano
Mary Gangl Dana & Sharon Gire
Rosemary Ganley Teresine Glaser, OSF
R Gannon Mrs Dulaney Glen
Janice Ganser Glencom Inc
James Ganton Fr Mike Glockner
Evelyn Gara Rev Robert J Gloudeman
Eileen Garabedian Bishop Dayton Gnau
Richard B Garber Angela Gobert
(ecilia Garcia (eline Goessl
Chris Garcia Frank & Jerry Gold
Ethna Garcia Renny Golden
Sixto Garcia John & Francie Goll
James Gardiner, SA John &Maryann Goniea
Rev Richard E Gardiner Joseph Gonzales
Sr Janet Gardner Juan Gonzalez
John P Gargan Ms Pyda M Gonzalez
Stanley C & Eileen J Garnett Geoffrey Goodale
Jeanne & Gary Garofalo Jess Goode
John Philip Garrity Robert E Goodfellow
Msar Paul V Garrity Anita Gorder
Marcel Garsaud, Jr Ed Gordon
Patrick Garvey-Mitchell Hubert Gordon
Fabio Garzon Dcn Thomas Gordon
Marge Gasnick John M & Eileen Gormally
Marilyn Gasnick James Gorman
James Gau & Maxine Eckes Robert Gorman
Celestia G Gaudreault Dorothy Govern
Br Florent Gaudreault Dennis Grabrian
Fr Emmett Gavin Rev James Grace
Lora Mills Gavin Jim Grace
Dr & Mrs Thomas Geagan Kitty Grace
Michael Geary Anne Graciano
Virginia Gebhart Ann Marie Grady
Jason & Felicia Gehrig John Grady
Steven Geiermann Mary Jane Grady
Marie Geisel Fr Joseph Graffis
Ed & Pat Geiss Angela Graham
(harles A Geller Sr Elizabeth Graham
Edward George Joe Graham
Mark C Geraci Marilyn Graham
Mike Geraghty Evelyn Granahan
Jon Gerstmyer Frank Grass
Dan & Julie Gergen Darlene Gray
Kurt Gerhardt Debby Gray
Jim Gerrity Robert Greason
Lucille A Gervase Davidina Greece
Dr Mary Anne Geskie John Greeley
Jim Ghilardi Aggie Green
Susan Giangrande Mary A Green
(ynthia Giardina Elizabeth Gregory
Dr Robert & MaryEllen Giasi Laura Gregory

. THANK YOU o

Lil Gibbons

Sarah Gibeau

Mr & Mrs Mark Gibson
Dcn Paul Gifford

Sr Carlotta Gilarde
Judith Chase Gilbert
James & Anne Gildea

Rose M Grelis
Kathleen Gribble
Mary Grieco

George Edward Griener
John Griep

Carol J Griesemer
Eileen Griffin

James & Jane Griffin
Michael R & Jean Griffin
Janet & Keith Grill
Maria E Grimminger
Jane Grinde

Dennis Grindel
Jacqueline A Griswold
Margot Grobsmith
Martin Grochala
James Grogan
Thomas R Groll, Jr
Bernadette & Peter Groner
Fr Ralph Gross

Anna Grotenhuis
Marian Gruenfelder
Anne Grycz

Peter M Gubbels
Rev Wayne Gubbels
Dr Stephen Guerin
Jolene Guerra

Don Guertin

Sr Marie Guevara
Joyce F Guinn
Ernesto Guiraldes
Gary W Gullikson
Elizabeth Gump
Gretchen Gundrum
Anna Mae Guse
Elizabeth Guss
George A & Vickie Guthrie
Juan M Gutierrez MD
Ramiro R Gutierrez
Janet M Haarman
Bertha M Haas
Harold Haase

Nancy Hackenmiller
Maureen A Hackett
Bruce Hackman
Marie Hadliaris

Bill Haedrich

James Haefner
Thomas Haeuser
Bob & Bernie Hafner
Maureen Hagan

Norman H & Linda D Hageman

George Hager

Sue Hagerty

Lolita Hagio

Richard Hahner

Sr Patricia Haire

Mrs Barbara A Hale
Joan Haley

Bonnie D Hall

Bruce Hall

(atherine Hall

Gary Hall

Mary Jo & Wayne Hall
Robert & Cheri Hall
Dr Sandy Halperin
Kristin Halvey
Melanie Joyce Halvorson
Joseph Hamburger
Dr Ron Hamel

THANK YOU
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Paula Hamilton

Dr John Hancock

Doris M Hand

Gloria Hand

Joe & Pat Hanish
Miriam Hankins
Elisabeth Hanley-Cremers
Julia Dos Santos Hanlon
Rev Michael Hanly

lan Hanna

Ms (atherine Hannahan
Janet Hannon

Patrick Hannon

(letus & Gretchen Hansen
Margaret Hansen
Sandy Hansen

Mary Jill Hanson

Mary Harder

Patricia Hardesty
Elizabeth Hardin-Burrola
lgnatius Harding, OFM
Mrs Larene Hark

Elyse D Harney

Jovita Harrah

Mary Harrigan

Lynn Marie Harrington
Michael Harrington
Sheila Harrington, RSM
Alan & Rose Marrie Harris
Dave & Sandy Harris
Rev Msgr Robert M Harris
Rick & Mary Harrison
Tom & Mary Harrison
Mr Gerard Hart

Harry P & Alys C Hart
Peter D Hart

Rob & Maureen Hart
Pat Harte

Frances Harter

Alan Hartman

Patricia Hartmann

Judy Hartwell

Eleanor A Harty

Marge Harvan

Mrs Anne A Harvey
Gordon R Harvey

Sister Mary Harvey, RSM
Mrs Catarina Hasdorff
Fr Robert W Hasenkamp
Jim Hastings

Rita L Haugh

Kevin E Haurin

Mary (laire Havel
Patricia Hawk

Mick Hawkins

Vicki Hawkins

Cecilia Hawley

Fr Dick Hayatsu
Anthony Haycock
Jeanne Hayes

John E Hayes, Jr

MD Hayes

Mary Hayes

Michael & Nikki Hayes
Miriam Hayes

Paul K Hayes

Dcn Steve & Judy Hayes
Thomas M Hayes

Carol A Hayes-Gegner
Florence Hayman

THANK YOU c
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(olette & John Hazard Hinsberg Thomas Mark CHudson Gisele Jobin

Steve & Mary Jo Hazard BJ & Doni Hirt Repps B Hudson Mr Raymond Jobin

James Hazel Marildi Hitchings James F & Jill Hughes Julie Jochum

John Heagle (lorinda Hite Kelly Hughes Laurie Jochum

Rev Bede J Healey Fr Richard Hite Michael Hugo Ron & Martha Jodoin

Judith P Healy, RSM Mary T Hladky Dianne Hula Bishop Andrea Johnson, RCWP

Monica Healy Maryann Hobbie (lifford Hull Daniel J & Maria Johnson

Kevin & Anne Heanue Rosemary Hobson Rod Humphrey Debra Johnson

Daniel & Margaret Hebert Raymond Hodges Joe & Susan Hunn George D & Margaret T Johnson

Anne G Heck Mr Denis Hoelting Vincent Hunt Jerry Johnson

Denise Heeg Professor Richard Hoenisch Maureen Huntington Joan Johnson

Sr Gloria Heese William Hoff Dan Hurley Joseph Johnson

Dorothy Heffernan Rev Charles Hoffmann Dennis Hurley Linda B Johnson

Kathy Heffernan Ms Margaret Hoffmiller Jack Hurley Pat Johnson

Julia Hegge Marie Hogarty Karen Hurley DrDonna M Johnson-Smith

Marcia Heggestad Marguerite Hohm Patrick Hurley BL Johnston

Barbara T Heider Jo-Anna Rapp Holden Paul & Mary Hurley Janet Johnston

Martha Heidkamp Michael Holland Betty Hurst Dr Phil & Kathleen Johnston

Ginger Heim Winifred Holloway Margaret D Hutaff Ron Joki

Rev Joseph Heim Paula Hollowell Hilary Hutchinson DrMary A Jolley

Eloise Heimann Judy M Holmes Ms Abby Hutnick Anne Markey Jones

Patricia A Heinz Neil Holmes Daria Hyde Gerry Jones

Maris P Helfrich Loretta Holscher Francis Hymel Lynne C Jones

Jack Hellenbrand Paul Holsinger Kathryn Hynds Jim Jordan & Vivian Procopio

Roger Heller @Ginger Holstein Thomas & Carol Hynek Thomas Jordan

Mary Jane Helmann Mary Ann Holthaus Fr John Hynes Fr Tom Jordan

Rev Walter Helms Sr Janet M Holzer John Hynes Suzanne Joseph

Melvin D Hemann Gerard Holzman Geraldine A Ifkovits John Joslin

Helene Hembreiker Richard L & Mary Lou Homan Chris Igielski Fr Stephen Josoma

Harold Henderson John Hopkins Donna lgoe Shirley Joy

Kathleen Hendry Mrs Susan Hopkins Albert Imesch Bill Joyce

Owen Hendry Dr Bruce Horacek Joseph Incorvala Rev David Joyce

Mr & Mrs Robert L Hengehold Fr Donald Horak Ginger & Bob Infantino Linda A Joyce

Julianne Henington Charles & Gloria A Horejsi The Interfaith Center of New York Patricia Joyce

James Henke John Horejsi Pete Irmiter Megan Judd

Judith Henley George Horey Robert Irwin Ann Marie Judson

Daniel Henling Elizabeth AHorn Donald & Tamera Isaacs Rev Mario Julian

Lynn Henning Patrick Hornbeck & Patrick Barbara J Iseman Richard & Sandra Juliani

Henry Bergquist (Charlie Isola Richard Junker

Austin Henry Kenneth & Margaret Horne Doris Isolini-Nelson Dorothy Jurcenko

Thomas & Mary Henry John B A & Anne L Hostage (ecilia Iwane Fred Just

Lisa Hergott Brian P Hotaling Norman J Robert Kabat

Sr Anne Herkenrath, SNJM Joanne Hough Linda Jablonski-0'Connor Dr Ellen Kaczmarek

Chris Herlinger MaryAlice & Bill Houghton L Jacklevich Elizabeth Kahl

Tom & Amy Herman Fr John J Houlihan (laire Jackson Ed & Linda Kaiel

Francisco Hermosillo John Houseman John P Jacobs (arol L Kain

Tony Hernandez Sr Joan Houtekier, OSM Paul & Gerry Jacoby Msgr Peter Kain

Jose Hernando Margaret Hover Louis Jaeger Mr &Mrs Kurt Kaiser

George Herring Sylvia Hovey Ronald & Nancy Jalbert Mr Robert Kaiser

Br Steve Herro, 0 Praem Barbara Howard Jack & Karen James Fr Ronald N Kalas

Frank Herron Jane L Howard Jan Jans Mrs Jean Kalemba

Evelyn Herzog Joan & James Howard Den David Jansen Sr Arlene Kalin, SSJ

Fr John Herzog Mary Jane Howard Kris Jarantoski 0 Sven & Marta Kalve

Justin Herzog MJ Howard Rev Paul Jaroszeski Jennifer L Kaminski

Daune McDermott Hess Nancy Howard (arol Jarzyn Marvin Kammerer

Arthur J Hesshurg Dorothy Howe Msar Robert Jaskot Arthur Kane

Marian Hester Betty Howell & Jerry Anderson Mrs May Beth Jaynes Br Daniel Q Kane (SC

Tom Hester Rev David Howell Robert A Jeffers Prof John Kane

Mthr Gwendolyn K Hetler George F Howlett, Jr Edward & Mary K Jeffries Kathleen Kanet

Tom & Mary Heyman Eugenia Hoy Don Jelinek Mr & Mrs Edward J Kansa

Rev Thomas Higgins Suzanne Hoyer Joan Jennings Anne Kantor

Mary Highland Eugenia Hoyne Jay Jensen Don &Marion Kaple

John P Hilgeman Ruth J Hruby Rev Dr Joseph E Jensen (arl & M Kapocias

Bob Hill Rev Howard Hubbard Donna Jerome Dennis C Kaptur

Mrs Elizabeth A Hill Frank Huber Scott Jessup Mrs Anne Karas

Larry & Rosemary Hill JoAnn B Huber Marti Jewell Roberta Kardell, SFCC

Richard Hill, PHD Sarah M Huber Gayle Jimenez John & Dorothy Karhnak

Joan Hilton Rose Huber Peter Jirasek Adelaide Karl

Paul Hines Ms Carol Hubert Richard Jiru Dr Kathleen Karol

Steven Hinkle Mary Ann Hubert MT Phyllis Karsnia
THANK YOU o THANK YOU . THANK YOU .

Rev Robert Karuhn
Joe & Kathleen Kashen
Adele Kasinskas
Patricia Kasmarik
Christine Kasprisin
Maggie Kast

Rev Edward J Kealey
Francine Kean

Mary Keane

Mary Keane

Peter J Kearney

Mrs Mary £ Kearns
Jane Keating

Robert Keating
Thomas Keating

Bob Kebartas

Rev Anthony Keeffe
Barhara Keeley

Tom Keene

Thomas Keevey

John Keiser

Elizabeth | Keith

Greta & Thomas Keleher
Margaret Kelleher
Kathleen Kelley
Maureen A Kelley
Rodrick L Kelley

Brian J & Maria R Kelly
(atherine Kelly
(Charles Kelly

Rev E Kelly

Ellen Kelly

Frances Kelly

Joan W Kelly

Joanne Kelly

John Kelly

Kitty Kelly

Lawrence & Peggy Kelly
Mary CKelly

Michael & Peqgay Kelly
Michael J Kelly

Nancy Kelly

Patrick Kelly

Robert J Kelly

Steve Kelly

John & Marlene Kelsey
(arolyn Kemp

Pam Kemp

Fr Raymond B Kemp
Fr Anthony Kennedy
(Charles Kennedy

Sr Deborah Kennedy, RSM
Dorothy Kennedy
Madonna M Kennedy
Susan Kennedy

Tom Kennedy

Victor & Deborah Kennedly
Sean Kennelly

Susan Kennelly
Francis & Elizabeth Kenney
Patricia Kennish
Dennis J Kenny

John J Kenny

Nancy B Kenny

Janet M Keogan

John &Rita Keough
Jack &Martha Kemn
Loretta Kerns

Mary Kessler

Joseoh Keys

THANK YOU
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Daryl Kezell

Maria Khatchadourian
Patricia M Kibler-Fries
Gerald & Kathryn L Kidder
Rev James Kiesel

Jean Kiesel

Donald F & Patricia A Kilburg
Tiernan Kilcoyne

Mr & Mrs H Gregory Kilduff
Hyeja Kim

Mary Kimbrell

Alanna Kimmel

Don & Joan Kimmel
(arolynKing

Donald J King

Karlene Ann Kingery
Rhonda Kingman
Elizabeth H Kingsman
Robert J Kinkel

Thomas Kinzie

Stephen Kirby

Capt Alston SKirk, USN (Ret)
Frances M Kirk

Sr Corinne Kirsch, (SJ
Karl Kiser

Michael Kish

Mrs Rosemarie Kosik
Timothy Kiska

Maureen Kizer

Joe Klag

Ken Klauck

Jack & Diane Klaus
Kristen Kleckner
Thomas JKlein

Virginia M Klein

Mia Klein-Gebbinck
AKlejment

Val Klett

Richard & Bernadine Kline
Mary E Klink

Lorena Klinnert

Mary Klipp

Bob Kloos

Brian & Vickie Klubek
Carol Klufts

Deborah Klug
Katherine Klykylo
Michael Knapik

Mica Knapp

Rev Daniel Knepper
Joseph & Teresa Kneuer
Bill & Teresa M Knight
Thomas B Knoedler
Ellen Knopp

Ron Knorpp

Patricia K Knowles
MaryEllen Knuth
Sharon Fay Koch

Helen T Kock

Lorraine Kodjak
Frederic J Koechley

Roy Thomas Koechlin
Kenneth & Sara Koehler
Richard Koehn

Mary Ann Koellner

Dennis & Bonita Koenigsknecht

Gloria L Kolarik

Mr Carl Kole

Mrs Maria A Kompare
Rev William C Konicki

THANK YOU c

Richard Konisiewicz

Mrs Lidia Koniuszko
Bernadette Koop

Darlene Abbott Kordonowy
Alexandra Koryanyi
Anastasia Koshakji

Mike Kosyk

Kathy Kotas

Ann Marie Kotre

Susan Kovaleski
Marguerite Kowaleski
(arol Kowalski

David & Theresa Kraemer
Virginia M Krall

Mary Patricia Kramer
Maryann Kramer

Patricia Kraus

(hristine Krause & Mary Waters

Gaile Krause

Rev James Krause
Robert Kreckel

John Krejci

Jack Kresnak

Henry Kriegel

Nancy Krill

Dr Alice Kroliczak
DcnJohn T Kromer
Regina Kropp, SSJ
Laure Krupp

Fr Francis Q Kub
Maureen Kuhn
JimKuhns

Timothy Michael Kummerer
David J Kundtz
Joseph & Mary Kunkel
Fr Michael Kuse
Julius Kusuma

Rev Eugene Kutsch
Jane & Kevin Kutsch
Barbara Kuttner
Kathleen A Kutz
Arthur J La Baff

Fr Joseph P La Mar, MM
(onstance La Sala
Madeline La Valley
James L La Zansky
Dcn Peter & Paula Labita
Mary J Lackaff

John Lackner

Dr William Lacroix
Julie Ladner
Fernando Laguarda
Jean Lakin

John & Anne Laliberte
John Lally

(ara LaMarche

Jean Lambert

John P Lambert
Alice Lammers

Mike Lammert

John P Lamond
Marian Lamoureux
Jean & Bob Lampert
Mike Lancaster
Thomas E Lanctot
Elvita Landau

Steve Landon

Ms Anne Landrum
Catherine Landry
Mark Landry

THANK YOU c

Dermot Lane
Edward Lane

Rev John Thomas Lane, SSS
Dcn Robert D Lane
Virginia Lane
William Lane

Edwin Lang

Helene K Langan
Jeanne Langdon
Peg Langen

Norbert Langer
Richard Langley
Mary Lanni

Steven Lanoux

Mrs Paula Lantz
Frances LaPlante-Sosnowsky
Patricia Large

Elsa M Largen
James T Larkin

Kay Smith Larrieu
RW Larroque

Bill & Mary Jo Larson
Julie Larson
Kenneth Lasch
Joyce Lasseter

Anne Latour

Joseph J Lauer

S laughton

Sheila Laughton
Anne Laurance

Vida Laureano
Laurie

Dr Mary Laver

Marie & Joseph Lavinio
Tim Law

Mary Alisa Lawing
Alice-Mary Lawler
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Rita Zeorlin Leland
Fr Richard Leliaert
Theresa M Lemaire
Mary Lembke

Mary P Lenney

Bill Leonard
Georgia Leonard
Rev Lou Leonhardt
Andy LePage

Rev Richard Lesniak
Delos & Jacqueline Lesperance
Carol Letellier

Rick Levy

Rich Lewandowski
Eleanor V Lewis
Gabriel Lewis

Mary & Tom Lewis
Mr Richard W Ley
Rosalyn Leyba
Marilyn Leyland
Suzanne Libbing
Maria Lichtmann
Patricia Lieb

Mave Liebeck
Nancy Liebert
Kathryn Lien
Jackie Lifton
Sandra Ligocki
Jack M Ligon

Brett Lillis

Margaret Lima

Fr Daniel Lincoln
Mark Lindahl
Joanna Lindberg
Judy Lindbom
John & Rita Linehan
Robyn Lingo

Patricia Lawless DrRichard A Linneberger

(arolyn Lawrence (atherine Linnenkamp, CHM

Debra Lawrence Janet Linz

Diane Lawrence Joan Liston

Sidney Lawrence, Il Tracy Liston

Carolyn Lawry (harles Liszkay

Walt Lawson Mr & Mrs Tom Litsch

James Le Blanc Bridget Littleton

Anne Le Cluyse James P Littwin

Mr & Mrs Charles Le Guern Robert & Marysue Livingston

Irene Leahy Maureen Locke

Robert & Cynthia Leathers St Annie Loendorf

Judy Leblanc Pegqy Loescher

Wilfred LeBlanc Gary Loew

Dick & Mary Lechman Marianne Loewe & Denis Garvey

Thomas Lederer Dr William Loewe

Jerrold Ledesma Sally Lofte

Barbara Elliot Lee Harold Lohr

Joshua Peter Lee Leo A Lombardi, Jr

Meta Lee Nicholas & Anne Lombardo

Michael J Lee MD Sr Rosanne Loneck

Suzanne Lee Richard P Long

Tom Lee Jo Anne Longhill

Patricia Lefevere (arl Longneckerr

Fr R K LeFleur Bro M Longoria

(Charles Leggat Mr William Longtine

(ynthia Legin-Bucell Barbara Lonnquist

Nona Lehmkuhle Kathleen & Patrick Looney

Linda E Leighbody Enrique & Monica Lopez

Jim Lein Gary Lopez

Rev Gerald Leise Sr Jane Mary Lorbiecki, SSND

Donald M Leisen Maryann Lord

(ollette Leiter RoseMarie Lord
THANK YOU

Terry & Kathy Lord
Jaselta Lorenz

Mr & Mrs Bill Lorimer
Cecil A Lotief, Jr

Terence Loughran

Mary Ann Louison
Richard G Lourette
Deacon Allen Love

Judy Lovero

Tina Lowden

Frances Lowe

Joseph Lowell, Jr

Sr Patricia A Lowery, MD
John Lowrey

Dennis & Pam Lucey
SrVirgie M Luchsinger
Liz Luck

Niki Ludt

(arol Ludwig

Fran Ludwig

Dr Lawrence T Ludwig
Juan Luengo

Judy Luepke

Gil Lulay

Lisa Lund

Linda Lundanhl

Daniel Lundy

Elizabeth Lutz

Mary Jo Lutz

Paul N &Lita Luvera
Dennis Lynch

Mary Kay Lynch

Paul Lynch

Julia Lynn

Lauren Lyon

Rosemary Durkin Lyon
Ruth Heriquez Lyon
Suzanne Lyons

M Therese Lysaught
Helen M

Suzanne & Robert E MacAvoy
Yvonne T MacCormack
Robert MacDonald
Trudy Macdonald

Joan MacDonnell

Ellen A & Joseph Macek
Mary MacKinnon

Rev Donald MacMillan, SJ
Rev Dr K C MacMillan
(atherine MacNeil

John Macomber

Steve & Pat Macy
Martin Madar

Bud & Sandy Madigan
Kathleen Maenle

Doris Maes

Richard & Patricia E Maguire
Sr Catherine Mahady, OP
Gregory Maher
Suzanne Mahmoodi
John &Ellen Mahon

Dr Kathryn Mahon-Lowe
Mary J Mahoney

Dr Francois Mai

Helen Majzler

Duraid Makhay

Dan Malain

Mr & Mrs Andrew L Malcolm
Ellie Maldonado

Fr Delbert Malin

. THANK YOU O

Jack Malinowski

Br Elias D Mallon

Mary S Mallon

(hris & Angie Malmgren
Dr Marita Malone

(arolyn & Thomas Maloney
(eleste Maloney

Daniel Maloney & Barbara Soricelli
John D Maloney

Liz Maloney

Margaret Maloney

Mary Maloney

Terry Malthy, RSM

Phyllis Manfredi

Audrey Mang

Mary & Paul Mangan

Rev Richard A Mangini
Paul & Bonnie Manion
Knute Manix

Sheila R Manley
(hristopher & Donna Mann
Patrick Mannion

Janaan Manternach
Barbara A Maple

Mar

Ed Marakovitz

Mario Maraldo

Jo Ann Maraschiello
Peter Marchesani

Rose Marden

Paul Marentette

Margaret

Michael R & Nancy J Mariano
Wayne J Marik

Mr Fred Marinucci

Donald Marks

Helen M Marks

Mrs Mary Marks

William & Claire Marmion
S Anita Maroun, SC
Joseph Marren

Marigold M Marsh
James J Marshall

Teresa Marshall

Patricia Martano

Bernard Henry Martin
(Charles Martin

Debra Martin

Ellen Martin

Lise Martina

Rev Allen Martinez

Arturo Martinez

Ed Martinez

John M Martinez

Dcn Roberto 0 Martinez
Paul & Marie Martino
Stephen Martz

Rosemary Marusak
Michael Mas & Daniel Morris
Mr &Mrs Henry R Mascotte
William Masica

Msar Joseph Masiello
Margaret Masilionis

Jim Masini

JoAnn & Thomas Mason
Rev Paul Massel

Robert Masson

Kevin & Sheila Masteller
Norman E Masters Jr
Becky Matakas

THANK YOU
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Joseph Anthony Matan, MD

Mary Anne Matarese

Mrs Angela M Mathews

Fr James D Mathews

Michael L Mathews

Edith Matlock

Rev Joseph Mattern

Norine Matteson

Jeanne Schulte Matthews & Rev
Robert L Matthews

Richard & Anne Matthews

Denise Mattson

Julie Matuzak

Rev George Mauck

SrPauline Maurier

Francis Maurovich

Paul T Max

Monica May

Tom May

Mrs Frances Maycroft

Don Mayhew

Edwina Maynard

Rev Richard Maynard

Patricia McAdams

Fr Robert McAleer

Patrick & Charlaine McAnany

Mary Mcarthy

Mary McBrady

JoAnn McCabe

Margaret & Myles McCabe

Richard M McCabe

Judge Henry & Genevieve McCarr

Dave & Ann McCarraher

Fr Dan McCarthy

Ellen McCarthy

Rev J McCarthy

Jane McCarthy

Mary Ellen McCarthy

Paul H Mccarthy

Susanne McCarthy & Sharon
de Groot

Timothy & Renee McCarthy

Nancy McCarville

Kevin McCauley

Sr Mary McCauley & Sr Mary
Agnes 0'Connor

Dr Kathleen McChesney

Jane McClatchy

Mrs Margaret McClory

P Fornal McCollough

Peter McCone

Barbara McConville

Dr Joseph R McCool

Maureen McCord

Socorro McCord

Alice McCormick, OP

James McCormick

Patricia McCormick, OP

Fr Tom McCormick

Meri McCoy-Thompson

Jim McCrea

Bernard McCullen

Judith McCullough

David McCurdy

John McDermott

Kathleen & David McDermott

Michael J McDermott

Francis McDonagh

Marie McDonald

Robert McDonald

THANK YOU c

(arol & Kevin McDonnell
Marlene McDonnell

Rev James G McDougall
Ms Margaret McElroy
SrMarcille McEntee
Mary Ellen Foster McEvily
Daniel P McFadden
Joseph McFadden

Eve McFarland

Mary McFarland
(andace McGahan
Elizabeth McGahan
Francis A McGarry

A McGeady

Bridget McGill

Elaine G McGillicuddy

Dr Kathleen McGinley
Mary CMcGinley

(olleen McGinnity, BYM
Rita T McGinty

Joe McGirr

Ray McGivney

Ned McGlynn

John McGoldrick

Linda McGowan

Marian McGowan

Peg McGowan

Rev Seamus McGowan
Patricia McGradly

Arthur McGrath

Maura McGrath (ND

Br Mickey McGrath
Michael & Katey McGuire
Mary McGuire

Ms Sheila McGuire

Tim McGuire

William McGurrin

Ms Rose P McHale

Rev Ray McHenry

Mrs Irene Mclnerney
Elaine McIntosh

Donald McKay

Donna McKay

Amy McKenna

Bill McKenna

Rev Eugene J McKenna
Daniel & Sharron Mckenzie
Rose McLarney (SJ

Bill & Rosemary McLaughlin

THANK YOU c

TRUTH
MATTERS

BUILDING COMMUNITY POWERED
BY INDEPENDENT REPORTING

Friends of NNCR

Janet McLaughlin

Jim Mclaughlin

Kevin McLaughlin

Mrs Rosemary Mclean
Peter P McLoughlin
(ate McMahon
Frannie McMahon
John McMahon

Mary Louise & William McMahon

Rev Joseph McMahon
Kathleen McMahon

Mr Thomas McMahon
James McManus
Elaine McMichael
(onstance D McMurray

Douglas McNair & Cecelia Stadler

Mr & Mrs John W McNally
Jo Ann McNamara

Den William McNamara
Margaret McNamee
Nancy McNulty

Paul McNulty

Rev William J McNulty
Sr Margaret McPeak, DW
Don McQuillan

Edward & Ann McShane
Ann McSweeney

(laire McSwiney

Eileen McTeague

Mrs Barbara McVeigh
Ruth Mead

Joan Means

Glenn & Sharon Mease
Gerry Medici

David Medina

Eileen Meeres

Philip A & Katherine F Megali

Mary Louise Menikheim
John C Mercier

Lou Mercorella & Andrew
Tomlinson

Mercy Circle

D & E Meredith
(aroline Merkel
Joseph & Julie Merklin
Barbara Merouse
Thomas Merton Center
Kathy Mescher

Patricia Meskill

Rev William Mesmer
William C Metzdorf

Ms Anne Meyer

Dale C Meyer

Harry Meyer

Mary Ann Meyer
Nancy L Meyer
Thomas Meyer

Marty Meyer-Gad

Ellen A Meyers

Dr Michael C Meyers
Mrs Michele Mevyers

R CMeyler

Robert F Miailovich
Kenneth Mich

Jim Michaud

Lois A Michelin

Joe Michon

Therese Mierswa
Barbara Mierzwa
David Mihalyfy
Leonard Mikulski

Rev Robert Milbauer
Greg Milburn

John T Milcetic

Philip Megna Arthur Milholland & Luann

Rev Denis E Meier Mostello

Barbara Dolan Meinert Lenore Mille

Richard & Joan Meister Barbara H Miller

Doris Melancon Bill Miller

Frank Mele Elizabeth & Harvey Miller

Richard P & Eileen F Melia Glenn Miller

Paul Melius Joel Miller

Tim Mellin Judith Miller

H Mikki & Helen Menchaca Judy Miller

Ms Sher Gonzalez Menchaca Mrs Luanne Miller

Martin Menez Lucille Miller
THANK YOU o
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Mark Miller
Patricia Miller
Patricia Miller
Raymond M Miller
Roger & Julie Miller
Theodore J Miller
George Mills
Lois H Mills
(atherine M Minahan
Christopher Minch
Patricia A Minford
Margaret M Minghetti
Fr William J Minigan
Dr G Miotto
Edward J Mirek, Jr
Pegay Misback
Beverly A Mishler
(Charles & Susanne Misner
Joseph Misner
Thomas Missett
Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate
Missionary Sisters
(hristopher Mitchell
Kate Mitchell
Margaret M Mitchell
Margaret Ann Mitchell
Mary J Mitchell
Fr Thomas Mitchell
Mary Mittiga
Michael J Mocek
Jim & Kita Moe
Pamela Moehring
Jerri & Donald Moeller
Gloria J Mog
Denise M Mohr
M Mohr
Jean M Molesky-Poz
(arol Mollner
Sheila Molyneaux
Patricia Monahan
John Monczunski
Julie Monroe
Kathleen Montague
Jean Mont-Eton
Montview Manor
Sr M Patricia Mood, OP
Jim Mooney
John R Mooney
Robert Mooneyhan
Ellen Moore
Jeanne Moore, OP
John CMoore
Kathy Moore
Marianne Moore
Michael Moore
Patricia Moore
Alice Moormann
Margaret Moosic
(arole Morales
Mrs Eileen Morales
John T Moran
Mike Moran
Fr Robert Moran
Tim & Patricia Moran
Robert & Ann More
Kathleen M Morefield
Sr Michele Morek, OSU
Theresa Moreland
Dr Claire Morello

THANK YOU S

Patrick J Moreo

Fr Brendan Morgan

Mari Morgan

Albrecht Moritz

G Moroney

Mick Moroney

John Morosky

Bruce Morrill

JimMorris

John R Morris, OP

Rev Philip Morris

Camille Morrison

Joseph P &L Kay Morrissey

Mark & Winnie Morse

George C Moscona

Ernie Moser

Dr John A Moser

Nylas Moser

Mr Norbert Motowski

James W Moudry

Valerie Moule

Faith Mowoe

Mary Moxness

Marie Moylan

William & Nancy Moylan

SrCarol Mucha

John Mudd

Richard & Lisa Muegge

Jeanette M Mueller

Rev Octavio Muguerza

Bill Mulcahey

Kevin Mulcahy

Thomas Mulcrone

Ms Mary E Muldoon

Patricia Muldoon

Michael Mulhall, Ocarm

Dorothy Ann Mulholland

David & Elizabeth Mullaney

(ecile Anne Muller

Paul M Muller

Joseph P Mulligan

T Mullin

Laura Mullins

Lisa Mullins

Susan Mulloy

William J Mulloy

Silvia M Munoz

Dr Anne Murphy

Barbara Murphy

Mrs Cathy Murphy

Elizabeth Murphy

Rev George Murphy

Rev Harold Murphy

Rev Jim Murphy

Jim Murphy

Karen Krall Murphy

Kathleen Murphy

Ms Kathleen Murphy

Marguerite Joyce Murphy

Br Mark Murphy, FSC

Mary Murphy

Mary E Murphy

(aptain & Mrs Patrick Murphy,
USN (Ret)

Sheila Murphy

Sheila Murphy, SSJ

Susan Seymour Murphy

Dianne T Murray

Julie M Murray

Ruth A Murray

THANK YOU
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David & Dana Murray-Dawes Rev Gary Nowicki Terrence & Loraine O'Neill Tanya Pedersen-Barr

Ava Murray-Zampett| Patricia L Nuelsen (ynthia Opderbeck Robert Pedretti

Sara Murrieta Jenny & Pat Nugent Mary £ O'Reilly Elizabeth Pejakovich

Elizabeth Murtagh, SND Janice Nunn Maureen E O'Reilly Geraldine Pelc

John Murtagh James B & Gail E Nutter Ken & Kathy O'Renick Julie Peller

Myron P Musick Jon Nuxoll Edith M 0’Rourke Mary Jane Pelletier

Rev Joseph Muth Dr Thomas & Ellen G Nygaard John Orr Ann Pence

Mrs Joan Myer Geraldine L Oberman, PhD Kathy Orrall Mary Pendergast RSM

Dolores Myers Mary Ellen OBoyle Yolanda Orsucci Lois K Pensiero

Richard Myhalyk, SSE Peg Obremski Antonia Ortiz .

Pamela Myles Alma 0'Brien, SFCC Toni-Ann & Lori Ortiz-Brown H’:[Qnds Of

Michael Nagy Bill O’Brien Rev Robert Osborne

Janice Marie Nankivel Gary D 0’Brien Margaret 0'Shaughnessy

Rose Naputano John O’Brien Edward L & Maryjo Osowski

Mary Narayan Laraine & Michael O'Brien David O'Sullivan

Margaret Nardone Lawrence E O'Brien Joy O'Sullivan

Marjorie A Narducci Margaret M O'Brien William O'Sullivan We al'e

Sam Nasada, OFM SrMary 0'Brien Fr Jeffery Ott

(arol A Nash Mary M 0’Brien Robert Ott cal Ied to

Marie A Natol SrPauline O'Brien Christopher Ottenbreit

Jean Naumovich Richard & Renee O'Brien Alvin Otter Chal Ienge

Terri Nausieda Rosemary & Tom 0'Brien-Wilson Georgine Ouellette - H

Dr & Mrs José-Manuel Navarro Diane Obringer Owen I nj UStlce-

Ann Neale & Phil Gallagher John & Dena 0'Callaghan William Owens

Michael J Nealen Robert P Ochocki Mary B Pabst Mrs Dita Pepin

Br Donnell Neary, FMS Mrs Ann O'Connell Barbara Pacella Fr Lawrence Percell

Robert Nedswick Jim O'Connell Fr Ronald A Pachence Blanca Perez

J & J Neilson Karen M O0'Connell Debra Packard Dr Carmen Hernandez Perez

Ms A CNellis Matthew O’Connell Rev John Pagel Manuel A Perez

James CNelson Michael O'Connell Marilyn Mineo Paladin Anne Perkins

Jane D Nelson Rev Paul 0°Connell David Palma Vickie Perkins

Tom & Linda Nelson Michael & Catherine Richard Palmer John S Perko

Margaret Neri 0'Connell-Cahill Mr Benjamin Palumbo Jane M Perry

Mrs Margaret Nerone Anne O’Connor Joseph J Palus, Jr Louis Persano

Meg Nestor Denise Mulcrone O'Connor Joseph Panaro Mary Persyn

Steven Nestor Ed & Angela O°Connor Jose Pangan, Jr Fr Marty Peter

Bert Nett & Hope Steffens-Nett Jeanne CO’Connor Sr Jane Pank, HM (atherine Peterson

Lynn Neu Kate O'Connor Mark A Panozzo James R Peterson & Kathleen

Ms Susan Neu Liz 0'Connor Kathy Papageorgiou Beaulieu

Kristin Neufeld Mary Ann 0'Connor Darlyne Pape Loretta Peterson

Sr Molly Neville SNJM Marge O'Dea William Pare Pat Sheehan Peterson

Stephen Nevin Rev JF O'Donnell (SC Rev Joseph Parekkatt Joan Petito, (SJ

Louisa Newberry John O’Donnell Neil Parent Lori & Anthony Petosa

Edith Newman Patricia O'Donnell Sr Kathleen Parisi, O0SF Michael Petrelli

Robert Nicandro Paul 0°'Donnell Regina Parks Joseph Petrini

Lois M Nichols Sr Margaret 0°'Gorman A Lynette Parsons Kathleen Petrini

Mary Nichols Robert T 0'Gorman Parvin Diane Petrotte

Jayne Nicki Dan O'Grady Beatrice Parwatikar Vincent Petti

Margaret Nied Jean Ogsbury Joanne Pasko Joseph & Mary Pettit

Randy & Doris Nigg Bernard T & Dolores 0'Halloran Frank J Pasquariello Rev Thomas Peyton

Sr Margaret Nimbley Patrick O'Halloran Judith Passie Elaine Pfaff

Dotty R Nittler Rev Charles O'Hara Debbie Pastors (harles Pfeiffer

Nicholas Noe (olmJO'Hara Fr Jerome Pastors Pfizer Foundation Matching

Wayne Nohelty Frank O’'Hara Sr Josie Pate, (SJP Gifts Program

DrRay & Jean Noll Mr James O'Hara Mr & Mrs Paternoster Rev John Phalen

Donald Nollar Michael & Miriam 0’Hare Barbara Patocka (TPhan

Eleanor Nony Ronald & Myrna Ohmann Anna Patrick Maria Conroy Phelps

Margie Noonan (ristina R O’Keefe Rev John E Patrick N & D Phelps

Sharon Noone Dennis 0Keefe Pegqy Patrick Dennis J Piatkowski

Rick Norman Olancho Aid Foundation Lorna M Patterson Tom Piazza

Martha Norris SrGerry O'Laughlin Margaret Patterson Vasco Piccinin

Mary Norris Robert Oldershaw Alan Patteson Jr Fran Pierce

Anna M Norton Stephen Olin Norman Paulhus Gerald Pierce

Mr Reginald Norton Elaine Olson Mr Beppe Pavoletti Freemont Piercefield

Dominique Paul Noth Bernard Olszewski Joanne FPaxton Gloria Pierre

W JNoth Nancy Olszewski William J & Bette G Pease Robert Pietrusiak

Notre Dame Sisters Dr Joseph F 0’Malley Mary Pat Peck John M Pigza

Mrs Anne Novak Mary 0'Malley Dcn Paul Peckosh Rev Albert Pike

Richard Nowak Maureen O'Malley Dr Knox Peden Nancy Pineda-Madrid

Marie Nowakowski Fr Jim O'Neal David M & Mary M Pedersen Evelyn Pinezich
THANK YOU o THANK YOU o THANK YOU

Andrew Pinkowski
Julie Pion

Dr Karl Pister

Agnes L Piszczek
Jane Pitz

Rev Francis Pizzarelli
James ( Plastaras
Joseph Plaud

Phyllis Pleuss
Frances Plude
Ronald L Plue

Lois Plunkert

Kevin Plunkett

Sr Mary Poeschl, RSM
(atherine Poirier, (SC
Mary L Poisson

Rev David J Polich
Mrs Marianne Polkowski-Burns
Lana Pollack

Poor (lares of Mt
Dorothy Poppe
Marilyn Porcino

Rev John Porter
Judith E Poston
Bernadette Powell
Consuelo V Powell
(liff Power

Elizabeth Power

M Power

Mary A & David Power
Mary Ellen Powers
Rodger Powers
Thomas & Dianne Powers
Joseph Prabhu
Karen A Pramenko
(lare Pratt, RSC)

Ben E Prause

Arlene Prendergast
Mrs Joann Prendergast
Christy Presser

Tom & Theresa Pretlow
Rev Frank Pretto

Fr Duane L Pribula
Diane Price

Stephen Price
Virginia Price
Norman Prince

Mr Warren Prince
William A Prince
(arolyn Prinster
Steve Privett, S
Geraldine Prostek
Province Leader

Sr Diane K Prucher
Mr Rudolph Pruden
Michael Prus

Carolyn Puccio, (S
Adelaide Queeney
Tom Quigley

Herbert Quinde
Jennifer Quinlan

Sr Joan Quinn

Ms Joanne Quinn
Kathy Quinn

Mark Quinn

Robert Quinn

John Radka

Renay Radniecki
Don Raef

John Raevens

. THANK YOU O

Mary Ann Rafalski
Kevin Rafferty

Ms Eileen Ragone
Elaine Rairden
Rosemary E Ramil
Jean Ramirez

Jesus Ramirez

Alex Ramos

Don Rankin

Msgr Clifton Ransom, Jr
Edward & Joanne Rapp
Liz Rareshide

Jeanne S Rathsack
Douglas Ratto

Bob Ratynski

Gerry Rauch

Sr Jean Ann Rausch
Dan Rauzi

Mary Andrew Ray
MsKLRea

Readers Resources
Edward Reading
Michael Reagan

Kathy Reardon

Janet Rebhan

John & Linda Rechtin
Robert Recker

Ann Redig

Robert & Kathy Redig
Jean Redmond
Noreen Reed

Kevin Reedy

Elinor M Rees

Mary Anne Rees

Owen Rees

Marilyn Regan

Dr Margaret Reher
Sister Mary Rehmann CHM
(hristine & Richard Reichman
Renate Reichs

George E Reid

John Reid

(arol Reider

Rev A Leo Reilly

Joan M Reilly

Marceta A Reilly
(laudia Reimer

Mary B Rein

Christine W Reinhard
James J Reinkober
Marion Reis

Anne & Edward Reissner
Rev George F Remm
Wayne & Linda Renderman
Martin S Rendon
Richard Renner

M Rennie

Rev Richard G Rento
Patricia C Repikoff
Mary Kay Rewald

Mary E Rex

Raymond P Reyes
Ann B Reynolds

John F Reynolds
Joseph Reynolds

Mrs M Reynolds

Alice Ann Rhinesmith, SP
Joanne Ribant
SrRosalie Riccobono
Ed &Trish Rice

THANK YOU
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Larry Rice

Dr Lincoln Rice

Roberta Rice

Rev Ray L Richard

Ann Wall Richards
Robert Richards

Peter Richardson

Anne M Richter

Patricia Rickers

Mary Ricucci

Rev Michael Rieder
Edward & Jeanne Rielly
Fr Robert K Rien

Pat Riestenberg

Becky Rife

(arole Rigaud

Michael Rigdon

(Cherry Riggs

Melvin L Riggs

Mr &Mrs Joseph M Rigolio
Arthur H Rigor Da Eva, Jr
Timothy Riley

Marie New Rinaudo
Alain & Karla Rinckwald
Gail Rinderknecht
JohnRing

Kathryn Ringgold
Marlene Rink

Mary Rinki

MeMe Riordan

Edward J Ripperger
Mary Risley

Lillian Ritger

Jeanne H Rivard

Mrs Antonia Rivera

Rev John Roach
Michael Roach

Mrs Noreen Roasa
(larence & Virginia Robe
Royce Roberson

Mrs Challon Roberts

Ms Patricia Roberts
Gary Robertson

Donald Robie

Jim Robillard

McLouis Robinet
Madeleine Robinson
Mark Robinson

Sr Mary Ellen Robinson
Wayne Robinson
Nancy Rocereto
SrRose Marie Rocha, RSM
Kevin Michael Roche
Laurie & Dan Roche

Br Robert Roddy

Ann Rodgres, (P

James Rodrigues
Arturo Perez Rodriguez
Jenaro Rodriguez
Elizabeth Rodriguiz

Rev Michael Roebert
Denise B & Charles Roemer
Richard & Diane Rog
Judson Rogers

Leo & Carole Rogers
Mary L Rogers

Patricia Rogers
Rosemary S Rognstad
Tish & Tom Rokoske
Stephen & Judith Roling

THANK YOU c

Susan K Roll
Sherrie Rollins

Roman Catholic Women Priests

Sylvie Romanowski
Mr Peter Romeo
John Romero
William J Romo

Bob & Charlotte Ronan
Mark Rondeau

Annie Ronquillo
Brian & Barbara Roos
Nancy Root

Elizabeth Ropa
Bishop Steve Rosczewski
Julia A Rose
Madelene Rose
Marie K Rose

Alberta B Ross

Emilie Ross

Jack & Judy Ross
Joan W Rossi

Rev Paul J Rossi
Kathleen Rossman
Richard Rosswurm
James D Roth

Dr Sally Roth

David M Rothrock
Ruth M Rothschilds
Ms Mary Rouleau
Louis Rousseau

Vera Gail Roussey
Dolores F Rowland
Fe Desiar Rowland
RSCJ Community

Joe & Anne Rubio
James Ruck

John Rudzinski
Sandra Y Rueb

Paul Ruffins

Virginia B Rugemer
Linda Ruholl

Robert Rusbasan
David Russell

Lise Russell

Mary E & Joseph F Russell
Tony Russell

Thomas J Rutkowski
David & Eileen Rutten
Grant Ruttinger

Ann & Judy Ryan
Barry Ryan

SrDonna Ryan
Graham Ryan

Dcn James Ryan

Mr John Ryan

John Ryan

Kathleen Ryan

Mary Ryan

Mary Ryan
Mary-Frances Ryan
Nancy D Ryan

Fr Regis Ryan

Robert Ryan

Sharon A Ryan

Rev Thomas Ryan
Zoe A Ryan

Anne Ryder

Fr Walter G Rydzon
Florianne B Rzeszewski
Gayle S

THANK YOU c

Judy S

Margaret S

Dora E Saavedra

Ms Kathy Sabella

Mrs Therese Sabine

Andrew & Magda
Saborio-Saldana

Philip J Sakimoto

Samuel Schindler

Carl A Schipper

(laudette Schiratti, RSM
William & Carolyn Schirger
Norma Schleppegrell
Kimberly A Schlichter

Rev Harry Schlitt

Joseph Schlitzer

Dr John R & Mrs Mary Martha Sabine Schlosser
Salata Barbara Schiotfeldt

Judith Salathe Edward & Carol Schiudecker

Maria Salazar Joan Schmelzle

Luis/Natalia Salces (arol Anne Schmidit

Jay Saldana Jerome Schmidt

Maureen Saldarini John Schmidt

Ana Salgado Philip & Mary M Schmidt

Soli Salgado Dr Thomas Schmidt

Stephanie Salter Victoria Schmidlt

Doris Samens, OSM (athy Schmit

Robert C Sammon Rev David J Schmitt

Fr Russell Sampson Karl M Schmitt

Michelle Sanche Ruth E Schmitter

Mary E Sanchez Dean & Diane Schmitz

Dr Rafael Sanchez Joan Schmitz

Iris Sanders Lois Schmitz

Nancy Sanders Stephen Schneck

Ralph T Sanders D Jean Schneider

Sara Sanders, (S) Harold Schneider

Msar John Sandersfeld Linda M Schneider

(al M Sandman Mary T Schneider

Theresa Sandok, OSM Mary Schneider

Margaret Sannasardo, BVM Donna M Schneweis

John S Santa James & Juliet Schnitter

Lulu Santana Rev Ed Schnur

Ellen Santarell George Schoen

Rev Thomas Santen Mark Schoen

Margaret Saporita Barbara L Scholtz

Mario & Mary Saraullo School Sisters of Notre Dame

Mary Sarazin Sheila Schoolcraft

Rev John Sarge Judith Schorr

Den Alfred Sarno, Jr Diane Schott

Rev Thomas J Sas David & Daly Schreck

Robert Sather Carol A Schreiber

Andrew Saul Robert Schremmer

Louis Savary Mrs Robert Schroeder

Mike Savino Valerie Schroer

Barbara Savoca John F Schroering

Marcia Savory Dr Benjamin Schrubble

Sister Kieran Sawyer, SSND Mary Schryver

Grace Shrissa Bill Schubart 11

Paul A Scaglione Paul J Schubert

Mrs Christine Scanlan William Schuch

Therese & William Scanlin Kathleen Gibbons Schuck

Ms Arlene Scanlon Patricia Schudy

James M Scanlon Fred Schuele

Mark T Scannell Frances Schueler

S Scarpino Mary Ellen Schuessler

Louis Scavo Margaret M Schulte

Dale Schaber Sr Jean Schultz

Rev Robert Schaden Fr John A Schultz

Ken Schaefer John C Schultz

Scott & Claire Schaeffer-Duffy Mary Schultz

Patricia Schambach Valerie Schultz

Diane Scharper David R Schultze, ll

(andace Scheidt Dcn Doyle Schulz

Ann Schenking Sr Agnes Ann Schum

Judith Schiavo Jon Schum

Bernhard Schiefer Mark Schumacher

Mary Schihl Mary-Jule Schurman

Mary C Schiltz James Schutte

THANK YOU o
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Robert & Mary Jane Schutzius
Mary Lou Schwagerl
Leander Schwartz
Rosemary Schwedes
Faye D Schwelitz
Pamela Schwitter

Den Anthony J Sciolino
Jack Scissons

James Scooton

Laurel M Scorpio

Mary E Scott

Michelle P Scott

R& (Scott

Sr Susan Scott

Nancy Scraggin
Dolores Seashore
Marie Seckar, OP

Bruce Segall

Tom Seger

Peg Seidel

Bernard Seif

Msar Kenneth Seifried
Mrs Marilyn Seiker
Milton Walsh Seiler, Jr, MD
Richard Seitz

Rita Selin

Sr Mary Jo Selinsky
Ann Sellmeyer

Rev Charles A Sena
Robin & Enrique Senior
Mr Stephen Seplow
Mr Gary Serlo

(olleen Sernett-Shadle
Domenic & Jeanne Serrone
Terri Sersch

Dr Mary Ann Sestili
Barbara & Bill Seubert
Fr George A Seuferling
Janice Sevre-Duszynska
Judy Shackelford

Jean A Shafer

Lee & Maria Shahinian
Judith Shahriari
SrMary Shanahan
Andrew Shannon
Patrick Shannon
Patrick L Shannon
Mary Shantz

Nick Sharkey

Edward Shaughnessy
Mrs Anita J Shaw
(harles Shaw

Don Shaw

Frances Shawcross
Kathleen Shea

Patt Shea

Steven Shea

John Sheehan
Gregory Sheehy

Sue M Sheeren

James Shelledy

(arol R Shelton

Jenny Shemwell

Rev Edward Sheridan
James Sheridan

Lois Sheridan

Elisa L Sheronas
Robert T Sherwin
Patricia A Shevlin
Gretchen Shilts

THANK YOU S

Mom Sharon Shin

John Shine, (M

Sr Carole Shinnick, SSND

Mary Shook

(harles Short

Mary Shoulberg

Michael R Shremshock

Rev Paul R Shuda

Jacqueline Shukla

Ms Monica Shumann

Bernice Shumway

Linda Shuster

Estefania Sicard

Maria Siciliano

Carol Sicoli

Rev William Siebert

Msgr Richard Siefer

Marilyn Siefert

Robert & Anita Siegenthaler

Raymond Sierzchula

Rev Eduino T Silveira

Aisheyah Simmons

Henry Simms

Helen Simon

Arnold & Kathleen Simonse

Joan Marie Simony

Mary Sine

Boreta A Singleton

Joan Singleton

ME Sinkiewicz

Mark Sinkiewicz

Fr Steve Sinn

Norbert Sinski, (SC

Annette M Sirica

Mary Louise R Sirignano

Sisters of Charity

Sisters of Charity of St Augustine

Sisters of the Holy Family

Sisters of Mercy Motherhouse

Sisters of the Most Precious Blood
of O’Fallon

Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions
(RNDM)

Sisters of Saint Joseph

Sisters of St Francis of the
Providence of God

Sisters of St Mary of Namur

Mary Claire Sitek

Fr Richard Sitzmann

Diane Skalenda

Francis Skeith

Sam & Jean Skemp

(arol Slater

John Slater

Den Steve Sloniker

Don &Mary Sloper

Mr Barney Slowey

Christine J Slowinski

James L Smart

John & Patsy Smart

Stella Smetanka

Stanley Smigel

Bertel Smith

Donald H Smith

Dorothy Smith

Genevieve W Smith

Joanne Smith

Msgr John J Smith

June Smith

Kathleen M Smith

THANK YOU
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Marie & Eugene Smith Mary Stallard Juan Sullivan Marie Thomas
Martin | Smith Robert P Stamschror Judith Sullivan Nicholas Thomas
Mary Jean Smith Tamera Standage Judy Sullivan Pat Thomas
Mitchell Smith Sr Ann Stephanie Stano Mary Louise Sullivan Rev Pike Thomas
Molly Smith Rev Barry Stanton Michael L & Arlene Sullivan Margaret Thomas - Repcik
Newland F Smith Joseph F Stanton Michelle Sullivan Mrs Lynn Thompson
Nora Smith Barbara Starck Rosemary Sullivan Marianne Thompson
Patricia Smith Sr Beverly Stark Sylvia Sullivan Mary Thompson
Peggy Smith Ann Starrs Timothy & Lois Sullivan Susan Thompson
Raymond & Charlotte Smith Mary Starshak Thomas Suriano Gregory Thorpe
Ronald & Mary Smith Bill P Statsky Fr Bernard Survil, Diocese of Cheryl Thummel
Robert E Smith Paul Staub Greensburg Sherry & Frank Tietjens
Tecla Smith Therese Stawowy Dominic Surya Nancy Tigue
Thomas Smith Mary Jane Steed James Sustman Jerome Tiller
Eileen Smoot Regina Stefanik Earl & Charlotte Sutherland Nancy M Tim
John Smyth Jr Mary Steffes Julie & Brian Sutherland Bishop James Timlin
Msgr Richard Sniezyk Mary Ruth Stegman Ann Swagerty Margaret Timothy
JoAnn Snodgrass Thomas Stehle Hal & Vicki Swaney Sr Selma Timp
(atherine Snyder Robert J & Lyda L Steiert Thomas Swangin, Jr Rainald Tippow
John Snyder Joseph & Carolyn Steiger Margaret Swavely Joan L Tirak
(harlene Soby Jane & Stephen Stein Mary Swaykus Jack Tischhauser
Mrs Barbara Socie Kathryn Stein Marie Sweeney Bill Tiwald
Society of the Sacred Heart Sr Agnes Marie Steiner David Sweet Maureen Tobin
Paul Soderberg Rev Bernard J Steiner Ben Swiderek Margaret M Tocci
Carol Soderholm Marie Steinitz Julie Garcia Swiecicki Kathleen Tocco
Barbara Sodini Bruce W & Kaye Stender Michael & Mary Swiontoniowski Jim Todd
Margaret Soergel Jan Stenftenagel Rev John Swoger Rebecca Tokarcik
George & Carol Sohn Robert & Mary Ann Stenger Mr & Mrs Phillip Sylvia Leydiana Tomashot
Sr Marguerite Somers Fr Bill Stenzel Denise Szabo Michael Tomcykowski
Barbara E Sonnen Marykathryn Stenzel Rev Stanley Szczapa Michael Toner
Michael & Kristine Sonnleitner Gregory & Mary Stephen Ray Szempruch Vic Topo
. . Rev Charles J Topper
Together we act in mercy and kindness. e oaniertormey
Fr George Torok
Pat Sordyl Brian D Stevens Judith Szot Patricia Torraco
Jeanne M Sorrentino Carolyn Stevens Fran Rossi Szpylczyn Rosemary Torrence
Beedee Soskin John Stewart Frank D Szymanek Rita Torres
Francesca Sousa Lori Stewart Sandra Szymanski Rev Msgr Ronald A Tosti
Dcn John Sousa F Stich Deborah Tabor Ms Bernadette Tourtual
Dcn William & Mrs Sharon Sousa Augustus Stiegeler Penelope Tafoya Lorraine Tower
Peter L Spain Dcn Robert Stier Mrs Joell Taggart Karla Townely
James & Patricia Spannagel Rodney Stinson Christine Takada & Robert Horton Ms Susan Tracy
Raymond Spatti Patricia Stockdale Anita Talar, RSM Kathleen Trahanovsky
Eileen Spears Jim Stockholm Bill & Marcia Tammeus Sr Aileen M Trainor
Elsie Speck Art Stoeberl Elizabeth A Taneyhill Jay Trainor
Diane Spelic (arol Stoeghauer Natalie Tarallo Rev Richard Trainor
Paul Spellman Debbie Stollery Mary Tatman Jo Ann Trama, IHM
Jeffry B Spencer Terrie Stolte Bob Tatum Frank Travisano
Katherine Spencer Diane Stone Fr Sylvester J Taube Chris & Jane Treado
Sylvia Spencer John C Stout Jr Mrs Robert Taussig Lawrence Triesch
Fr Thomas J Spiegel William Strachan Angela L Taylor Leland Tritz
Deborah L Spiezio-Siebers (harles Strack Anne Taylor Steve & Regina Trodden
Fr Joe Spina, OSF Bernadette Straney (ynthia Taylor Dr Doris Trojcak
Martin Spinelli Sr Maleada Strange, SNJM Joe Taylor Michele Troyan
Mary Jane Spirk Rosemary Winder Strange Theresa Taylor Jane Truhlar
Frank & Judy Splitt Mary Strattan John J Tegan Jr Patrick Trujillo
Lena Spongberg Marie Strauch Fred Teichert Irena Trzcialkowska
Mary Gay Sprague John B Street Il The Teilhard de Chardin Project Fr David Tscherne
Rob Sprengard Frank Stretz Fr Methodius Telnack Horace Tsu, MD
Ed Springer Joan & Mark Strobel Elizabeth T Templeton Mary Evelyn Tucker
Anne Sprissler Ms Donna Strong Ellen Terich Fr Patrick Tucker
St Joseph’s Provincial House Dixie Strunk David Tetrault Roy Tucker
Victoria St Martin Mr & Mrs Allen Stryczek Raymond L Tetrault Shirley Tung
St Thomas Aquinas Church, Mary H Stuart Fred Tewell Jan Turala
Cookeville TN Jim Sugrue Allen J Theis Mike Turek
Carol Stachura Sr Mary Sugrue Marie Theobald David Turner
Gerald Stack (atherine M Sullivan Bernadette Thibodeau Joanne Turpin
Joan Stacks Edward & Kathleen Sullivan Rosemary Thielman Noreen Twomey
Rev Stephen Stahley Gerard Sullivan, SM Fr Donald Thimm Martha & William Uebelher
Fr Del Staigers Jack Sullivan (athy Edwards Thomas Fr Joseph Uecker, CPPS
THANK YOU o THANK YOU o THANK YOU

Diane Ukrainiec

Rev Patrck J Universal
Ms Judith A Urban

Joan Urbancic PhD

Dan & Angie Urenda
Ursulines of Cincinnati
Ursuline Sisters of Tildonk
Mary-Claire Uselding
Eric Utsler

Denise Valcour

Virginia Valenti

Nancy M Van Anne
George & Mary Lou Van Antwerp
Rev Willard van de Loo
Rev John van de Paer, (ICM
Geraldine Van Groll
Mark van Lummel
Vancouver Spiritual Direction
B & V Vanden Heuvel
Eleanor Vander Haegen
Marita S VanDerveer
William Vanecko

Trish Sullivan Vanni

Sr Cecilia VanZanat
Martha Vanzo

Mark & Ann Varnau

Pat Vaughan

Leyda L Vazquez

John Veal

Margy Veatch
SrYolanda Vega
Lucinda W Veit

Ellen Vellios

Tony Venegoni

Becky Venice

Nancy Ventimiglia

Sybil L Vera

Dan Vere

Tony Verhallen

Dcn Ted Vermaas

Paul Vermaelen
Reynold Verret

David Vespa

Elizabeth Jane Via

June Vickers

Mary & Michael Vidlak
Marcella Vidoli
Vietnamese Sisters of Holy (ross
Den Albert C Vigliotta
(arol Villaggio

Kathy L Villeneuve
Mary Anne Vincent
Vinciguerra

Thomas Violette
Sharon Vipond

Janet Vitt

Michele Vivirito

Ms Dorothy Vlazny
Michael Vocino

Terry Voeller

Mr John & Linda Vogel
James &Eileen Vohs
Kathy Voigt

Maryann C Volk

Holli Ann Volkel

Judith Vollbrecht
AVoltin

Ted von Eiff

Georg von Greiff

Urban & Carol von Wahlde

. THANK YOU O

Mrs Adrienne vonGrey

John Voorhees

Ramona M Vosburg, PhD

Robert & Anita Vosen

Mary Jane Vossler

Rev John Vrana

Greg & Marilyn Vranicar

Ron W

AJ & Joan McGuinness Wagner

(atherine Wagner

Richard & Sandra S Wagner

Dcn Robert Wagner

Sara Wagner

Anne Walch

Richard Walden

Jeanne S Walewski

David Walgenbach

Roleen Walgenbach

Fr James Walker

Lynne Walker

John Wallace

Lori Wallach

Maureen Wallin

Daniel Walsh

Ed Walsh

Edward & Kathleen Walsh

Jim Walsh

Joan Walsh

John Coleman Walsh, Esq

Joleen Walsh

Mrs Maleita Walsh

Patrick F Walsh

Deborah Walter

Ms Gerry Wancha

Barbara A Wander

Tom & Sarah Wannemuehler

Deborah & Robert Ward

Frank Thomas Ward

Sheridan Warden

Patricia Ware

Thomas Wargo & Robert Biegen

Rev Jim Warner

Teresa Warnick

Jane Warren

Mary Warren

Susanne Washburn

Anne Wasserstrom

Pat Watanabe

T Watanabe

Kathleen Waters & Joy Szopinski

Rev Robert E Waters

Margaret T Watkins

Steve Watson

Maureen M Weaver

Kathy Webb

Gerald Weber

Noreen Weber

Debbie Webers

(athy Webster

Elizabeth M Webster

Ninette Webster

Patricia Webster

Jay Wegman

Peggy Carter Wehe

Marguerite Weibel

Patricia A Weidinger

Jerry Weigel

Ramona Weigel

Kathleen Maas Weigert & Andrew
J Weigert

THANK YOU
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Ted Weiland

Jack Weis

Anne & Adam Weiss
Carol A Weiss

Rev Prof James Weiss
Marie Weiss

George J & Paula F Welch
Paul Welch

James Weller

Fr Philip Wells

Max Wendell

Ma'lis Wendt

Fr Patrick R Wendt
Joseph & Mary Wenner
Fr Robert F Wenz
George & Patricia Wermers
(laudine J Werner
Maureen S Wesolowski
Mary Wess

G Wessels

M Judith West

Maria West

Rev Richard Wetter
Greg &Ellen Weyandt
Ronald L Weyrens
Patricia Whalen

Jim &Bev Wharton
Mary Wharton

Marie K & Bernard Wheel
Mariellen Whelan

Marsha Whelan

Christopher White

John Vincent White

Mary White

Mary A White

Mary Jo White & John Muenzer
Michael Whitehead

Jerry Wickenhauser, MM
Francine Wickes

Mark Wicks

James & Mary Lou Wickwire
Connie Widmer

Joan Wierzba

Joan M Wilcox

Mrs Constance Wilder-Wokoun
John Wilkerwicz

Paul Wilkes

Michael Wilkinson

Nancy E Wilks

Andrew Williams

Dale Samuel Williams
Francis Williams

Gerald Williams

J Williams

Joan Williams

Rev Joseph Williams, OCarm

Patrick Williams
Vivien Williams
James Williamson

Les Williamson
Stephen Williamson
Jerry A Willing

Glen Willis, SDS
Marsha L Wills

Wilson

Deborah Wilson

Mary Jean Wilson
Michael & Mary Kay Wilson
Sr Roberta Winkels
John Brendan Winters
Sr Mary Lou Wirtz
Michael Wiskowski
Thomas K Wisnowski
Mary Wissert

Mark T Wiste

Chad Witcher

Tom Witt

Paul Witte

Tim & David Wohlstadter-Rocha
Barbara A Wojtas
Jerry & Aline Wolf

Mr Richard G Wolf
Nancy Woodcock
(arol Woodfint

Dr Jonathan Woodhall
Everett & Rosemarie Woodruff
(atherine Woods

Joe Woods

Mrs Mary Woolever

Jack A &Donna E Wortman
Mrs Susan Woulfe

Richard Woy

George Woyames

Dr John F Woznak

Celine Woznica

Rev Arthur Wright

Suzie Wright, BVM Associate
Rev Timothy Wrozek
Douglas Wyman

Martin Yadrick, Jr

Rev Ray Yadron

Harriet S Yaffe

Robert & Linda Yahn
Joseph Yankech

Una Yazzie

Marjory Yeager

Tracey Yokich

Valerie Yokie

Christine Young

Elaine Young

Mary Anne Young

Jo Ann Youngren
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John W Yrios

Anna Yu

Rose Yunker

Janice Yuvan

John & Sheryl Zabel

Judy Zacharias

John & Helenmarie Zachritz
Lillian E Zajac

Rev Richard Zajac

Dot Zammit

(atherine M Zatsick, ARCWP
Peter B 7azzali

Ann & Chuck Zech

Amy Zeder

Maria Zeimen

Marti Zeitz

Sr Pauline Zeleznik

Darrell & Mary Fran Zeller
Lorry & Kathie Zeugner

Jack Ziegler

Joseph Zielinski
Sharon Zielinski

Ed & Marilyn Zierserl
Joanne Zimmer
Paula Zimmer

Rev Rex Zimmerman
Ronald L Zimmerman
Francis J Zipple

Jim Zralek

Jeanne Zulick

Joan Zupec

Mrs Jeanne Zurat
Herb & Anne Zuschin
Felix Zydallis

D Zygowicz

* Indicates Matching Gift. Names in bold
indicate 10+ consecutive years of giving.

The names of NCR Forward members are
published in a separate electronic listing
that is distributed in January.

Friends of INCR

The following are gifts made in honor or in memory of someone special. If you
would like to make a tribute gift, go to NCRonline.org/donate, or you may send

your gift in the envelope enclosed in this issue.

INHONOR

Sr Barbara Aires
Sr Roberta Feil

All Healthcare Workers
Mary Wissert

All those who keep me Catholic
Juliana Boerio-Goates

All who help
Dunn Family Charitable
Foundation

Sr Majella Bollen
Maureen O’Halloran

Natalie Cain, SSJ
Colleen Johnston

Sr. Carmelita
Maureen Lally

Catholic Sisters Worldwide
Gail DeGeorge

Sr Margaret Chandler RS)
Maureen O’Halloran

Joan Chittister, 0SB
Timothy Connair
Helen Kock

Patricia Shevlin

Capt Donald A Christenson,

Community Of Our Lady
(andice Luebke

George Corrigan, OFM
Susan Burke

Fr. Peter Daly
Martin Menez

St Jillian Dance, RSJ
Maureen 0'Halloran

Msgr. Joseph daSilva
Den Ted Vermaas

Dorothy Day
M Emilia Charbonneau

David Bonior USN retired Marshall Didier
Ruth Gallop Kathleen Christenson James Didier
Gary Loew

My Classmates Rock & Eileen D’Onofrio
Judy Bourg, SSND & Lucy Ann Davidson Maureen D'Onofrio, (SJ
Nigh, SSND
Fr Sam Nasada Dennis Coday Jackie Doud

Patricia Weishaar Don and Mary Sloper
Maryjeanne Burke
Patricia Walsh Msgr M Comeault Joan Doyle, SNJM

M Rennie Diane Lawrence

THANK YOU o THANK YOU o

THANK YOU

Leo Driscoll
Sheila Masteller

Sr Elaine
Mark Wicks

ECCFPD Flrefighters
Fr Robert Rien

Tom & Hoa Fox
Edwin “Ned” Barker
Greg Vranicar

Theresa Fredal
Marian Fredal

Free journalism and honest
reporting in & of Catholic
community

Ann Mcgeady

Jim Frey
Thomas E Bertelsen, Jr

Global Sisters Report
Patricia Monahan

Jane Gordy
SrEmily Devine

Dana Greene & Richard Roesel
Patricia McGrady

(ardinal Wilton Gregory
Mary Laver

Bishop Thomas Gumbleton
Dr Donald Spoto

Marisel and Juan Gutierrez
Dr Juan Gutierrez

Margaret Hillman
Mary Dancy

Holy Family Sisters of Mission
San Jose
Robert Pedretti

Keyont’e Howard
Marti Zeitz

Sister Ann Infanger,SC
Sisters of Charity - Pittsburgh

Karolyn & Raymond Ipjian
Mary & Michael Kelly

. THANK YOU O

Sr Martha Jeanne
Jeanne Lester

Young NCR Journalists
(lare Pratt

Bill Keegan
Jean Keegan

Jimmy Kelly
Joanne Kelly

Dale Krick
Maria Alfaro-Krick

Laure Krupp
Sally Fullman

La Soufriere volcano
John Joyce

Teresa Malcolm
Krista Freimuth

Sr Mariella, OSF
Lora Gavin

Pat Marrin and John Marrin
Joe Archias

THANK YOU
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Pat Marrin
Geraldine Carolan
Fr Joseph Caulfield
Thomas Wiederholt

James Martin, SJ
The Interfaith Center of New York

Jeanie Mayes
Kathy Voigt

Joshua McElwee
Msgr Francis Cilia
Sr Diane Prucher

Joan & Boh McGrath
Thomas E Bertelsen, Jr

Sr. Bridget Clare McKeever
Elizabeth Guss

Clarence and Mary Mess
(atherine Peterson

Patricia Miller
Margaret Dunleavey

Bill Mitchell
Peter McLoughlin

Michele Morek, 0SU
Jane Marie Bradish, OSF

Mothers
K Lamoureux

Angie Mudd
Ramona Voshurg

My family members
Fr Edward Dempsey

My children & grandchildren
Sharon Shin

Staff of the Olancho Aid
Foundation
Olancho Aid Foundation

My parents
J Brian Morrissey
Anna Yu

NCR staff/reporters
Judith Miller

Fr Brian Nolan

Don Puppione

Sr. Mary Kaye Nealen, SP
Michael Nealen

My parents for the gift of faith
and music
Oanh Nguyen-Ta

Stacey Pelto
Mary Louise Menikheim

Poor Clare Sisters
Mark Derrick

THANK YOU c

Pope Francis and Laudato Si’
(Charles Kennedy

Pope Francis
Andrew Shannon
Rita Torres

Fr Paul Prabell
Mindy Gajda

The progressive nuns who
taught me we are church and we
have a voice

Christine Porter

Fr Raymond Rafferty
JoAnn Crinieri

Fr Emile Rideau
St Thomas Aquinas Church,
Cookeville TN

Tom Roberts
Sheila Hawkes
William O’Dell

Curtis Rohland
David Murrell, Sr

Ron Ryan
Jeannie Desmet

Joyce A Sarsok
Kevin T Sarsok

Heidi Schlumpf

Kristi Kubicki

Elaine Olson

Rita Sim¢ & Tomas Bissonnette

Fr Philip Schmitter
Dr Ruth Schmitter

TFShea
Patricia Shea

Sr Grace Shonk, CSC
K Dolan

Roy & Barh Simms
William & Kristin Byrnes

Sisters of Loretto
Montview Manor
Mary Yelenick

Sisters of St. Anne, Marlborough,
MA

Camille Brillon

The Sisters of St Casimir
Dennis Ryan

Sisters of the Holy Spirit
Barbara Dilettuso

The Sisters of the Precious Blood

Sr de Paul, SSND
Association of Roman Catholic
Women Priests

Dorothy Stang
Tom Stang

Sr Janet Stankowski
Lorraine McGuinness

Bishop John Stowe, OFM (Conv)
Miranda (Mindy) Gajda

Sr Jean Strawbridge, RSM
Linda Leighbody

Barbara Sullivan, (SJ
Barbara Stowasser

Leonard Swidler
Jack Malinowski

Fr Don Thimm
Richard Ginkowski

Truth and honesty in journalism
(arl Kole

Ursuline Sisters of MSJ
Sr Michele Morek

Patrick Waide
Thomas E Bertelsen, Jr

Sr Betty Waigand, SFCC
SrRita M Yeasted

John Weiser
Thomas E Bertelsen, Jr

Michael Sean Winters
Richard Brown

Laura Fortmeyer
David Torgerson

The worlds need of belief in God
L & B Moss

Dr Christopher Wynne, Class
of “67 St James School,
Manville, RI

Robert Sammon

Your good work
Susan Murphy

Fr Dan Zak
Susan Dittes

IN MEMORIAM

Bobh Alexander
Muriel Alexander

of Dayton, Ohio Daphne Apostolidis
Mary Yelenick Kathleen Morefield
THANK YOU o
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Members of the Arenth and
Jensen Family
Robert Arenth

Fr Gines Arimon
Pam Fraser-Walters

Rev Robert Astorino
Adelaide Morrone

St. Carmelle Augusta (Jeanne
Morin)
(laudia Daly

William Babcock
John Vespo

Jane Backes
Bill Backes

Helen Konopka Banks
Helen Konopka Banks

Fr Pat Barder
Dcn Mark & Mary Beth Barder

Robert and Sylvia Barney
Dr Linda St Martin

Elaine Barnwell
Rev Jerome Barnwell

Monsignor Francis A
Barszczewski
Delina Tumolo

Bill and Helen Barto
Joanne Barto

Sr Louis Mary Battle & Sr
Katherine Nueslein of
Baltimore

Faith Gilroy

Tom Beutel
Robert Beutel

Michael Belfy
Bonnie Krauskoff

Rev. Robert Beloin
Sandra Rueb

Grace Bernardi
Kathryn Killelea

Fr Joseph Black
Hilary Hutchinson

Gary Blackmore, MD
Mary Hayes

Edward Bonior
(arol Bonior

Larry Boots
Mary Pat Boots

Annette Brennan
Tiernan Kilcoyne

THANK YOU C

Fr Bill Brennan, SJ
Steven Shea

Jan Brent
Lolita Hagio

Brigidine Sisters who have
died 2020-2021
Brigidine

Michele Briley
Mike Briley

Mariana Buckley
Geoffrey Goodale

Violeta Camerati & Aurora
Serafini
Ernesto Guiraldes

(lement Campos, (SsSR
Derek Coelho

Mary Cara
Angela Dellacqua

Sister Carlotta and Sister Jean
Andrea Watson

Rhina & Guillermo Carmona
Maria Carmona

Sister M Carola, SSND
(arl Brunner

Abby Jane Carson
Linda Dickerson

Mary Geralda Carter
Mary Zant

Paul Casey
John Hurley

Sr Mary Jude Cecil
Mary Danhauer

Fr Pierre Ceyrac
Joseph Prabhu

Chapela-Duncan family &
friends
Marilu Chapela-Duncan

Greg Chapman
Chris Chapman

Martin & Irene Charlebois
(laire Jackson

Charles
Moira Desch

Fr Peter Chiang
Fr Robert Wong

Margaret Chrusciel
Chris Igielski

THANK YOU S

Patricia Clevenger
James Clevenger

Br Bertram Coleman, FSC
Br Mark Murphy, FSC

Frs Kevin & Dermot Coleman
Jack Ziegler

Sean Collins
Terence Collins

Hannah Comerford
(andace Fisher

Mary Ann Connor
Kathleen Kelley

Anthony J Cortese
Sandra Cortese

Anthony Costanzo
Marilyn Costanzo

Alice Cotter
Emmett Cotter

Sigun Coyle, Alexander Coyle
Joseph Coyle

Rev Patrick Coyle - Ireland
Sally Lofte

Sr Lawrence Crowley
Sr Mary Kaye Nealen

Pat & Patty Crowley
Mary Kono
Pat & Patty Crowley Fund

Paul Crowley, SJ, Jesuit
Community Professor at
Santa Clara University

David DeCosse

Ann Culligan
Fr Walter Owen Connolly

John & Constance Cullinane
Kurt Gerhardt

Sr Josephine D’Agastino, SC
Fr Francis Conroy

The Daly Family
Lawrence Daly

Sr Trish Dance
Maureen O'Halloran

Altagracia Davila
Maria Theresa Davila

Dorothy Dawood
Patricia Fields

Dorothy Day & Dan Berrigan
Gabrielle (Gai) Smith

THANK YOU
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John Cardinal Dearden, Sheila Dunne Feitelberg Theresa B Harrison Fr Mychal Judge
Archbishop of Detroit Joe Feitelberg Mary Kimbrell William Haedrich
(ardinal John Dearden Legacy
Project Octavia Fellin James Harvey Conrad Kaczmarek
Rev Patrick Universal-Hannan Mary Harvey Dr Ellen Kaczmarek
Patricia Deeley
Patricia Rice Rev Daniel J Flaherty Neva Hascall Fr Roger Karban
M Crumbaker Phillip Hascall Mary Singaus
Howard F DeGroot
(arol DeGroot Marcelline Fleck Jude Hayden Bill Keegan
Bruce Fleck Paula Hamilton Jean Keegan
August & Helen DeMeyer
Elaine Young Fr Jake Foglio Sr John Helen Donal R. Kehew
Paul Charette Dr Frank Ward (arole Fay
Sr Emily Devine
Jane Gordy Don Francis Rev James G Heller Rev Jack Kelley
Maureen Francis John Schultz Kevin Dowd
Sr Susan Dewitt, (SJP
(harlotte Davenport, CSJP Frank Jody and Bertha Ellen Rose Marie Hengeshach Hildegard & William Kelly
Robert Schaden Kate Miller Patrick Kelly
Carmencita Diaz
Alejandro Kanaan Mae Franks Senteayehou Henry Jo An Kelly
Leo Franks Aster Bekele Steve Kelly
Joseph Dillon
DrMary A Christie Br Philip Fronckiewicz, 0SB High School classmates Raymond & Olive Kinnon
Margaret Fronckiewicz Mary Rehmann Ireen Daigle
Adele Behler Dolan
Barbara Meinert Helen Garvey, BVM Les Himstedt Marti Klee
M Colleen McGinnity Robert Stewart Donna Davis
Sr Bernardine Dominick
Ann Grace Carey Joseph R Gasnick Phillip Morand Hobbie Sr Jane Klimisch, 0SB
Marge Gasnick Maryann Hobbie Dr Kathleen Karol
Michael T Donohue
Margaret Donohue Karl Gerschutz Mosese Hopoi Helen Konopka & Burt Banks
Karl Gerschutz Bev Hopoi Mary Banks
Daniel Donovan
Barbara Schultz Dawn Gibeau Sr Mary Ligouri Horvat, SCL Bob, Billy & Margaret Kramer
Sarah Gibeau Kathleen Gribble Maryann Kramer
Sr M Jacinta Dooley, RSM
(arole Morales Ruth Bader Ginshurg Gwen Marie Huber Mary Ellen Kresnak
Melanie Halvorson Frank Huber Jack Kresnak
Nancy Dorsinville
Dr Reynold Verret Fr Joe Girzone Joan Hyde Pat Lally
A Hurleypalmer Daria Hyde Maureen Lally
Pere Omer Dufault
Bill Schubart Janet Gisleson Henriette Imesch Bernard J Lammers
Dr Max Winkeler Albert Imesch Martha Hughes
James W Duffy
Kathleen Kehner Dorothea Gore Diane Imhoff Kathleen J Lee
Prof Irene Jillson (athy Webster Michaell Lee
Noreen Dunn
Sr William Eileen Dunn Joyce Marie Graney Jesse Jeanne Marie Lee
Joseph & Joyce Graney Kevin Michael Roche Thomas E Bertelsen, Jr
Madelyn Dyess Robert Osterhaus
Emily Douglass Dieter Graue Jim
Margaret Power Dan Bollard Mary G Lerps
Sr Francis Edwards Fr Robert Oldershaw
(athy Thomas Winifred Gullikson Mildred & John Johnston
Gary Gullikson Linda Johnston Fr Charles Leute, OP
Fr Edward Erbe John Woods
Susan Woulfe Lizheth Rose Archibeque Sr Rita Joseph
Gutierrez JimRoth Rep John Lewis
Ester & Tarcila Ramiro Gutierrez Srudy Carle
Roman Catholic Women Priests Marilyn Joyce
Lester & Grace Hagedorn, Sr Alice Dunlop Louceil Lichtmann
Den Jack Etzel Mary Jo Hagedorn Reed Dr Maria Lichtmann
Mary Ann Etzel Srs Jeanie & Elaine Hagedorn Los Juanitos
Ann Christensen Patti Lindner
Coralie Farlee Janet Hanson Scott Jessup
Robert Gabany Mary Hanson
THANK YOU o THANK YOU o THANK YOU .
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Norman Linton
Barbara Linton

Lynette Little
Mervyn Altman

George S Locke, Jr
Maureen Locke

Stephen D Lomax
Monica Turbyfill

Lorenzo
Laurie Casati

Kenneth W Louis
Fr Jeffery Ott

Vincent J Lovett
Betty Lovett

Donnie MacDonald
Ronnie MacDonald

Sr Mary Maclsaac
Janet Lawrence

St Judith Mahoney, RSHM
Judith Schiavo

Joe & Ellen Maloney
Elizabeth Maloney

Jim Mang
Audrey Mang

Carol E Markey
Anne Markey Jones

Anne & Michel Maroun
Anita Maroun

Diane Marrin

Joe Archias

Philip R & Renata J Beaudoin
Bill & Carol Mitchell

Joanne Masterson
Brian Masterson

Pablo Machuca Matta
Fr Pablo Matta

Estella Matute
Mitchell Smith

Sr Marie Kathleen Maudlin
Melanie Bair

Kathleen Maxwell
CANWE

Archbishop John May
John Hilgeman

Patricia Mayeux
Edward Authier

Reta & Dell McAloon
Chris McAloon

THANK YOU S

Patrick McCallion
Dr Michael McCallion

Rev Dennis McCarthy
Florence Deaner

Elizabeth Belzer McDermott
Lenore Belzer

Tom & Kitty McGinley
Dr Kathleen McGinley

McLaughlin family
Den Jim Mclaughlin

Msar Fred McManus
James McManus

Carol McRaith
Denise Debelle

Eileen McSwiggan
Thomas Donio

Sr Geraldine Megel, OP
Jean Tobin, OP

Sr Mary Edward Messier, RSM
Jean Scott

Marie & Thomas Mierswa
Therese Mierswa

Susan Allain Miller
Lori Abrahamsohn
Brian Bergeron
Anne Sekara

William and Mary Mills
George Mills

My mom/mother
Judy Craig
Beppe Pavoletti

Helen & Walter Monczunski
John Monczunski

Celestina Moore-Milch
Marilu lllenberger

Dorothy Hunt Morris
James Morris

Aunt Munia
Sylvie Romanowski

Rt Rev Msgr Olin J Murdick
Frances Plude

Margaret Murphy
Sr Mary Ellen 0'Boyle

Dennis James Murray
Maureen Murray

Dominic M. Natoli
Marie A Natoli

THANK YOU
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Jerry Neu
Lynn Neu

Sr Mary Norman
Marie Martino

Josephine Malvina Speziale
Oberman
Geraldine Oberman

Fr David 0’Brien
Douglas Cluxton

Cardinal Keith 0’Brien
Dr Paddy Ferry

Michael ODell
Patricia ODell

George & Frederica Olson
Pamela Stewart

Mary T 0’Malley
Edward McGlynn

Fr Gerry 0’Meara
James Hastings

Hill & Sadie 0’Neal
Fr James O'Neal

Claire 0’Neil
JoAnn Bourquard

Fr Bryan 0’Rourke
Carl Diederichs

Sr Dianna Ortiz
(Gail DeGeorge

Roberto Ortiz
Antonia Ortiz
Toni-Ann Ortiz

Sean 0’Shea
James Fitzgerald

Bill Osuna
Walter Eells
Jean Ramirez

Dr Edwin R Page
Michaelyn Page

Fr Daniel Pakenham
Kathleen Smith

Joan Panaro
Joseph Panaro

Jose Pangan, Sr
Jose Pangan, Jr

My parents

Sr Anita Jennissen
Rev Thomas Mitchell
Stefan Sandor

James Pastors
Fr Jerome Pastors

Patricia
Dr Parvin Johnson

Guy A Patrick
Pegqy Patrick

Marybel & Colleen Patrick
SrVirginia Patrick

Jay Pearson
Ron Joki

Jason Petosa

Philip R & Renata J Beaudoin
R&GFord

Laraine O'Brien

Lori Petosa

John Rudzinski

Frank J Phelan, Jr
Robert Phelan

Bill Picard
Maryann Picard

John Pinezich
Evelyn Pinezich

Sr Pauline Plante, (SC
Sr (laire Coll

Thomas Joseph Plunkett
Kevin Plunkett

Sandy Poehling
Dominique Noth

Leo & Therese Poire
(ynthia Poire Mathews

David D and Michael G Poplar, Jr
Sondra Poplar

Fr J Timothy Power
Rev Trish Sullivan Vanni

Hilda & David Pretto
Rev Franklin Pretto-Ferro

James Primosch
Dr Paul Dinter

Judith Prior
Sheila Laughton
Tom Purcell, DDS
Martha Belker

Deceased Quilter Family
Members
Matthew Quilter

Frank Quinn, OP
Steve Geiermann

Jack Rae
Corky Thompson

Patrick & Dorothy Rafferty
Kevin Rafferty

N Lynne Ramstad
Philip Ramstad

My late wife, Regina
Gilbert Lau

Fr Richard Reissmann
Cynthia Opderbeck

David H Richter
Lois Richter

Marie-Rose Rideau
Cecile Muller

Dr Imogene Rigdon
Michael Rigdon

Albert B Risdorfer
Albert Risdorfer

Alfred D Roberts
Frances Pierce

Sasha Roberts
Dr Martin Spinelli

Sister Norma Rocklage, OSF
Melanie Bair
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(Carmen Rodriguez
Jenaro Rodriguez

James Rothschilds
Ruth Rothschilds

Rustum Roy, PhD
SrRita M Yeasted

Katherine Ruffins
Paul Ruffins

Mary Jo Runnoe
Ellen Belle

Charles Rust, SJ
Joseph Taylor

Katherine Ryan
Kathy Gifford

Fr William Ryan
Richard Muegge

Jeannine Salone
Fran Salone-Pelletier

Sara
Bob Hill

Mary Schaefer, SCMM
Sisters of Charity SCMM

Anna & Bernard Schill
Beth Tarquinio

Sr Joan Schmidt, (SJ
Virginia Dowd

Philip & Mary Margaret Schmidt
Jean Kiesel

Rev Francis Schuele
Frederick Schuele

Fr Anthony Schumacher
Mary Klink

Ann Marie Scott
Lucina Dale

Fran Seger
Tom Seger

Walter & Anna Sheridan
Sanford Bottino

Jerry Sheridan
Kathleen Cavanaugh

Sr Helena Sheridan, (SJ
Anita Gorder

Sigun & Alex
Joseph Coyle

Barhara Simms
Henry Simms

Those Sisters of St Joseph of
Boston who guided me
Margaret Flagg

James Snyder
(atherine Snyder

Paul Soergel
Margaret Soergel

Michael J Spohn
(atherine Wolff

Jack Stanton
(arol Stanton

Constance Staradub
Mary Ann Camosy

Jay Stewart
Elizabeth Domigan

Donald St Pierre
Phyllis Karsnia

Margaret G Sullivan
Deborah Stollery

Betty Mellin Sweeney
Tim Mellin

Beatrice Sylvia
Phillip Sylvia

Frances Synder, IHM
E Jane Via

Boh Taussig
Mary Taussig

Mark Thelen
Dennis Hurley

Bill Thielman
Rosemary Thielman

Bernadine Tischhauser
John Tischhauer

Maureen Tobin
Jean Tobin, OP

Patrick Trainor
John Trainor

Marta Trzcialkowska
Irena Trzcialkowska

Cathryn Tsu
DrHorace Tsu

Bishop Kenneth Untener
Mary Jane Spirk

Sister Mary Valeria, (SJ
Patricia Monahan

Carolyn & Patricia Van Schaik
Marie McManus

The Vatican Il Church
Bill & Mary Jo Larson

Marguerite McKenna Wallin
Dr Maureen Wallin

Sr Miriam Ward, Marmete Hayes
Joselph Gainza

Harvey Wehner
Anita Wehner

Barhara Weisshrod
Richard Weisshrod

Carlton Whitten, SJ
James La Zansky

Judith Wieman
Betty Walston

Mary & Carl Winkels
John Winkels

Jim Wojcik
Debbie Pastors

Laura Woods
Eleanor Harty

Friends of INCR

Our Friends of NCR listing includes those who have made contributions between July 1, 2020 to June 30,
2021. Some contributors have chosen to remain anonymous. We have tried to ensure that all names are
included and spelled correctly. Please notify us of any errors or omissions.

THANK YOU c

THANK YOU c

Thank you for supporting independent Catholic journalism.

THANK YOU C

THANK YOU S

THANK YOU
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Q&A with Sr. Matilda Inyang

Sister cares for malnourished and abandoned children in Nigeria

By VALENTINE IWENWANNE

or more than a decade, Sr. Matil-
da Inyang of the Handmaids of
the Holy Child Jesus — one of
the foremost religious orders
of the Catholic Church in Uyo,
Akwa Ibom, one of Nigeria’s
oil-rich states — has cared for
dozens of malnourished and homeless
children from the streets of Uyo, many
of whom had family who believed they
were witches, at Mother Charles Walk-
er Children Home.

Social, economic
and religious factors
have influenced the
rise in belief in witch-
craft and black mag-
ic, paving the way for
some Pentecostal pas-
tors to incorporate
witchceraft beliefs into
their brand of Chris-
tianity, which resulted
in violence against children.

Born June 6, 1960, in Kaduna, North
Central region of Nigeria, where her
father worked as a military officer, In-
yang is the second of six children in the
family from Ifiayong Usuk in Uruan Lo-
cal Government Area of Akwa Ibom.

In 1981, Inyang answered the call to
a religious life of chastity and service
and joined the Handmaids of the Holy
Child Jesus. Her first profession was
in 1984, and her final profession was in
1992.

Her work has included fighting
adults’ superstitions and the accusa-
tions of locals that has led to the stig-

Read more at glob
alsistersreport.org/
node/199871.

Research for Ministry
Excellence

Center for Applied Research
in the Apostolate

Georgetown University

The Catholic Ministry Formation
Directory 2021

Published biennially, the 2021 Catholic
Ministry Formation Directory is a
directory of more than 470 priesthood,
diaconate, and lay ecclesial ministry
formation programs in the United States.
Up-to-date listings of the addresses,
officers, degrees, certificates, tuition, and
enrollment as well as characteristics of
those enrolled.

The 2021 Catholic Ministry
Formation Directory is available as
a print volume for $99.95 and as a
searchable PDF file for $45.00.

A special bundle of both formats is
available for $125.00.

To order please go to:
cara.georgetown.edu/publication/
catholic-ministry-formation-directory/
or call: (202) 687-8080
CARA@georgetown.edu

Sr. Matilda Inyang
with some of the
children at the Moth-
er Charles Walker
Children Home,
which cares for
malnourished and
homeless children
from the streets of
Uyo, Nigeria

matization, torture, abandonment
and Killing of thousands of children.
She also helps provide quality educa-
tion for them.

Many children suffer because of
the superstition of the adults, and
the accusations have become a men-
ace that has led to the stigmatiza-
tion, abandonment and death of
thousands of children. Why is it im-
portant to deal with this problem?

Inyang: As humans, we have the
right to live; we have the right to choic-
es and decisions in life. This fight
against the abuse of children and
their rights to live is simply about pre-
paring and spreading adequate infor-
mation and speaking up on behalf of
others to authorities, to bring their
abusers to account and live up to their
responsibilities to these poor children.
It’s also about helping them so they
know and understand their rights and
can demand that they are fulfilled.

How do you teach children and
the adults in the communities
where they come from about how
to prevent the violation of chil-
dren’s rights and how to act in any
case of such violation?

We start from the home; we care
for them from their first day here.
The caretakers here have been taught
about the rights of a child, and our
children also know their rights. Even
in the school, they teach them about
the rights of a child, so in that way,
they are educated about their rights
and their environment, and they also
know when such rights are violated.

How do you strengthen the posi-
tion of these local communities to
solve the problem of superstitions?

Well, it’s not an easy project, and it
takes the grace of God because advoca-
cy work requires a lot of strength and
time, too. To do this, I visit churches
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and women’s groups to sensitize and
educate them about children’s rights. I
talk to them about the dangers of abuse
on children and how it affects their
psyches and growth, also. I also go to
their village meeting locations, village
halls where they host events and oth-
er activities, and talk to parents and
guardians about knowing the rights of
children and keeping to them, too.

How do you strengthen family
bonds broken by superstition and
accusations of witchcraft before
the child is reintegrated to the
family?

When a child is labeled as or accused
of being a witch and is being sent away;
it will break their family bond to alarge
extent. The family is not going to out-
wardly tell you what happened because
the government has enacted laws crim-
inalizing this as an act of child abuse.
So, they will give an excuse that a child
ran away on his or her own.

In some cases, depending on the lev-
el of acceptance, you’d tell the child to
go back home and stay around, mon-
itoring and observing how he’s being
accepted and treated because they are
likely to accept that child, and when
you are gone, they’d start maltreating
him.

So, pushing this child back without
properly strengthening the family bond
is a problem because they would still be
pointing accusing fingers on him, and
when you tell them it’s a mere case of
misbehavior, they would be watching to
see if the child has truly changed from
the way he or she was before.

We also strengthen the broken fam-
ily bonds by having the child live here
and going to school, from primary to
secondary school. Then, the parents
will start showing interest in him, es-
pecially when he has gone to the uni-
versity. They will no longer have any
negative impression about that child.

How has the work and ministry

impacted your spiritual life, and
how is working as an advocate for
children’s rights a fulfillment of
your call?

I have a very strong faith in God, and
I believe that God is greater than any-
thing, I believe in Jesus Christ. Wheth-
er there are forces or not, I believe in
God. I can’t go every day without being
thankful to God. When I have a prob-
lem, I turn to him because he is with me
and in me. So, the most important thing
to me is his will for my life. Coming to
work with the children in that field I
can say is giving me that fulfillment. As
a Christian, anything you do to the least
of my brethren, you're doing it to me.

Are there plans for expansion of
the home?

The facility we have now is an old
convent where three sisters used to
live. The problem is accommodation,
and we have started work on a multisto-
ry building that will take about 80 chil-
dren. And when the new accommoda-
tion is ready, the children will be relo-
cated there while the renovation of this
old one begins. The challenge now is ac-
commodation, and we are on it. We ask
our friends to support us, and people
are already supporting us with bags of
cement, sand, concrete and iron rods.

But we need much more than that
to meet the needs of the children. Two
of them will be going to university
soon; they have passed their examina-
tions and have been given admission
to study. So, a lot of money is involved.
Even the children who are already at
school at other universities, we pay
their school fees and buy them clothes
and books, too.

[Valentine Iwenwanne is a Nigeria-based
freelance journalist who writes about global
health, development and the environment
for various publications, including The Na-
tional and Vice World News.]
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LCWR’s virtual assembly tackles racism

By PAM HACKENMILLER
phackenmiller@ncronline.org

Hundreds of members of the Lead-
ership Conference of Women Reli-
gious and guests convened for the or-
ganization’s annual assembly Aug.
11-13, which was as much a retreat as
a meeting.

On the assembly’s opening day, Do-
minican Sr. Elise Garcia, now past
president of LCWR, gave a presiden-
tial address that chastised the church,
its bishops, vowed religious and insti-
tutions for participating in “our na-
tion’s perduring sin of racism.”

She and other LCWR leaders ac-
knowledged “these sinful acts by our
congregations and institutions” and
offered “a profound apology.”

“We as Americans have cheated our-
selves of the full truth of our history,
ignoring or eliding the painful stories
that inextricably interweave and form
the full fabric of our lives as African
Americans, Native Americans, Asian
Americans, Euro Americans, Latinx
Americans,” Garcia said.

“There is a direct through line of
oppression and white supremacy in
our history, from the first enslaved Af-
ricans disembarking the White Lion,
an English privateer ship, in Hamp-
ton, Virginia, in late August of 1619
to the murder of George Floyd on a
street corner in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota, in late May of 2020,” she said.
“We need to know this.”

Garcia’s address reflected the reck-
oning LCWR, its member congrega-
tions and sisters across the United
States are undertaking in regard to
their role in the country’s systemic
racism and grappling with their own
failures.

“We as women religious are abso-
lutely called to this work,” Garcia told
Global Sisters Report in an interview
before the LCWR assembly. “It’s fun-
damental to who we say we are, and
the first step is to revisit our history,
all our collective history and our spe-
cific history. We have to admit and rec-
ognize the ways we have been com-
plicit in this.”

In addition to working to eliminate
racism, LCWR and its members also
are looking to the future of religious
life. This has been a common theme at
recent LCWR assemblies.

On Aug. 12, in her keynote address
to the 2021 assembly, Sr. Mercedes Ca-
sas Sanchez, of the Daughters of the
Holy Spirit of Mexico, wove together
wisdom from poets, popes and philos-
ophers in a literary and mystical re-
flection on what the future may hold.

Though religious life today can
feel frail, “we are not starting from
scratch,” Casas reminded attendees,
offering Pope Francis’ warning that
they ought not “give in to the tempta-
tion of numbers and efficiency.”

Through its first Lifetime Achieve-
ment Awards, LCWR celebrated the
lives and ministries of three sisters
who in their decades of religious life
have advocated for those on the mar-
gins: Sr. Joyce Meyer, of the Sisters of
the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary; Sr. Amata Miller, of the Sisters,
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary; and Sr. Helen Prejean, a Sister
of St. Joseph of Medaille.

Meyer is a member of the board
of directors of the Conrad N. Hilton
Foundation and is GSR’s internation-
al liaison. (The Hilton Foundation is a

All of Global Sisters Report’s
coverage of the 2021 LCWR
assembly can be found at
GlobalSistersReport.org/

gsr-series/lcwr-2021/stories.

major funder of GSR.)

Miller is an economist who has
taught countless sisters and students
about economics as a tool for social
justice.

Prejean is well-known for her tire-
less advocacy to abolish the death pen-
alty, made famous in her book Dead
Man Walking and the movie of the
same name.

Meyer reflected on her decades of
traveling the world, including once
riding on the back of a motorcycle
in Vietnam disguised as a Vietnam-
ese woman and the time she dressed
as a Muslim woman to visit a sisters’
school in Afghanistan that taught
children with disabilities.

“I remember it with great joy, most-
ly,” she said. “We were all together, de-
fying the darkness — and sometimes
the suffering — that surrounded us.”

Prejean said if she has achieved
anything, it has been because of her
fellow sisters and the Holy Spirit.

“God bless our sisterhood. I love
that we are free agents of the Gospel
in the world,” she said. “I don’t do any-
thing apart from the sisterhood.”

Miller said she had grown up with
a passion for social justice, so she
“learned how to teach economics as
economic justice and social justice.”
She said young sisters and economists
must seize this moment as more and
more people question capitalism.

“But after all these years, it looks
like maybe I was the right woman in
the right place at the right time,” Mill-
er said. “I’'m humbled by the award.”

On the final day of the assembly,
LCWR bid adieu to Sr. Jayne Helm-
linger, a Sister of St. Joseph of Or-
ange, California, who ended her time
in the presidential triumvirate. She
served as president-elect 2018-2019, as
president 2019-2020 and as past presi-
dent 2020-2021.

“We're deeply grateful for your
thoughtful approach to every conver-
sation, for your thorough reflection on
every matter that came before us,” said
Sr. Carol Zinn, a Sister of St. Joseph of
Philadelphia, who is LCWR’s executive
director. “We thank you for your lis-
tening ears, your listening heart, your
deep, contemplative spirit.”

In a column for GSR, Helmlinger re-
flected on the highlights of her three
years in LCWR leadership, almost
half of which was spent navigating
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Our collective response to the
mounting needs of our brothers and
sisters were met with ingenuity, cre-
ativity, daring and grace,” she wrote.

“Networks formed over the decades
were accessed to assist our broth-
ers and sisters from around the world
— and often accomplished through
emails, phone calls and virtual meet-
ings,” she added. “It brought home to
all of us the fragility of life and the im-
portance of the ministry of presence.”

The LCWR presidency now pass-
es to Sr. Jane Herb of the Sisters, Ser-
vants of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. In interviews with GSR, Herb’s
friends and former co-workers de-
scribed her collaborative approach to

leadership, which also could have its
roots in the years she spent playing
sports, then coaching.

“What she tries to do is listen, to take
the experience she has and what’s hap-
pening and see how it all fits together;”
said Sr. Marianne Gaynor, who joined
the leadership team of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary sisters in 2018.

Joining the presidential triumvi-
rate for 2021-2022 is the new president-
elect, Sr. Rebecca Ann Gemma, of the
Dominican Sisters of Springfield, Illi-
nois. She is prioress of her communi-
ty and has been a member of LCWR
for 16 years.

She also was a founding member of
the Springfield Dominican anti-rac-
ism team and has been working in an-
ti-racism at the community level for
almost two decades.

“The work doesn’t get easier, it gets
harder, because we recognize our rela-
tionships with people of color aren’t
what they should be,” she told GSR in
a Q&A after her June 28 election. “You
can hide a lot, but when you are in a
real relationship and accountable to
other people, there’s no hiding.”

The third member of the triumvi-
rate is Garcia, who begins her third
year in LCWR leadership, now serv-
ing as past president.

Next year’s assembly is currently
planned as an in-person event in St.
Louis. This year’s gathering was sup-
posed to be in Orlando, Florida.

[Pam Hackenmiller is managing editor of
Global Sisters Report. Dan Stockman, GSR
national correspondent, contributed to this
story.]

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA

Diocese of Winona-Rochester
Chapter 11 Reorganization Proceeding
(Case No. 18-33707)

NOTICE OF HEARING AND OBJECTION DEADLINE FOR MOTION TO APPROVE
THE SETTLEMENT WITH SETTLING INSURERS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Diocese of Winona-Rochester (“Diocese”), the Debtor in the
captioned bankruptcy proceeding, case number 18-33707, in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the
District of Minnesota (“Court”) and the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors (“UCC”) filed a joint
chapter 11 plan of reorganization [Docket No. 316] (“Plan”) and a disclosure statement for the Plan [Docket
No. 317] (“Disclosure Statement”) under Section 1125 of the United States Bankruptcy Code (“Bankruptcy
Code”). On July 16, 2021, the Bankruptcy Court approved the Disclosure Statement.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Diocese has entered into a Settlement Agreement and
Release (“Agreement”) pursuant to 11 U.S.C. §§ 105(a), 363, & 365 and Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2002(1), 6004(c),
and 9019(a) with Interstate Fire & Casualty Company, National Surety Corporation, and London Market
Insurers (“Settling Insurers”), and on August 17, 2021, filed in the Court a motion to approve the Agreement
(“Motion”). [Docket No. 339]. If the Motion and the Plan are approved, the Diocese will (a) sell, and the
Settling Insurers will purchase, certain insurance policies and certificates issued to, or subscribed on behalf of
or allegedly issued to or subscribed on behalf of, the Diocese (“Subject Insurance Policies”), by the Settling
Insurers, as described more particularly in the Agreement, free and clear of all liens, claims, encumbrances,
and other interests, and (b) fully release any all claims against the Settling Insurers and certain related entities
under or relating to the Subject Insurance Policies, including extra-contractual claims. In addition, there are
other provisions in the Agreement than those set forth in the preceding sentence, which should be reviewed to
understand completely the Agreement and its effect on your rights.

IF THE MOTION IS APPROVED, FOR THE AGREEMENT TO BE EFFECTIVE, THE
PLAN MUST ALSO BE APPROVED AND PROVIDE FOR THE ENTRY OF AN INJUNCTION,
PERMANENTLY BARRING ALL ENJOINED CLAIMS (AS DEFINED IN THE AGREEMENT),
BY ANY PERSON OR ENTITY AGAINST THE SETTLING INSURERS AND CERTAIN RELATED
ENTITIES; INCLUDING COMMENCING OR CONTINUING AN ACTION AGAINST THE
SETTLING INSURERS; ENFORCING A JUDGMENT OR ORDER AGAINST THE SETTLING
INSURERS; CREATING OR PERFECTING LIENS OF ANY KIND AGAINST THE SETTLING
INSURERS; AND ASSERTING OR ACCOMPLISHING ANY SETOFF, RIGHT OF INDEMNITY,
OR RIGHT OF CONTRIBUTION AGAINST THE SETTLING INSURERS. FURTHER, THE
AGREEMENT SPECIFIES THAT THE PLAN MUST INCLUDE AN INJUNCTION CHANNELING
ALL THE CHANNELED CLAIMS (AS DEFINED IN THE AGREEMENT) TO A TRUST, TO BE
ESTABLISHED BY THE PLAN, WHICH WILL ADMINISTER AND RESOLVE THE CHANNELED
CLAIMS, AND THE HOLDERS OF ALL SUCH CLAIMS WOULD BE BARRED FROM TAKING
ANY ACTION AGAINST THE PROTECTED PARTIES OR SETTLING INSURERS, INCLUDING
COMMENCING OR CONTINUING AN ACTION WITH RESPECT TO ANY CHANNELED
CLAIM; ENFORCING A JUDGMENT OR ORDER AGAINST THE PROTECTED PARTIES
OR SETTLING INSURERS WITH RESPECT TO ANY CHANNELED CLAIM; CREATING
OR PERFECTING LIENS OF ANY KIND RELATING TO ANY CHANNELED CLAIM; AND
ASSERTING OR IMPLEMENTING ANY CHANNELED CLAIM AGAINST ANY OF THE
PROTECTED PARTIES OR SETTLING INSURERS.

Copies of the Plan, Disclosure Statement and Motion are on file with the Court, 200 Warren E. Burger
Federal Building and United States Courthouse, 316 North Robert Street, St. Paul, MN 55101. Copies of
the Plan, Disclosure Statement, and Motion may be obtained by (a) contacting the Diocese’s counsel by
mail, telephone or email at Bodman PLC, Attn: Robert J. Diehl, Jr., 6th Floor at Ford Field, 1901 St. Antoine
Street, Detroit, MI 48226, Tel.: 313-259-7777, Email: rdiehl@bodmanlaw.com; (b) visiting the Diocese’s
website at https://www.dowr.org; or (c) visiting the website of United States Bankruptcy Court for the
District of Minnesota at https://www.mnb.uscourts.gov. A PACER login and password are required to access
documents on the Bankruptcy Court’s website and these can be obtained through the PACER Service Center

at www.pacer.psc.uscourts.gov.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the hearing on the Motion will occur on [September 23,
2021, at 9:30 a.m.] before the Honorable William J. Fisher, United States Bankruptcy Judge, Courtroom 2A,
200 Warren E. Burger Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse, 316 North Robert Street, St. Paul, MN 55101.
Any response or objection to the Motion must be filed and served by September 17, 2021. Any written
response must reference case number 18-33707, state the specific legal and factual basis for the objection,
be accompanied by a proof of service, and conform and be served in accordance with the Local Rules for the

Bankruptcy Court for the District of Minnesota.

IF YOU HAVE A CLAIM AGAINST THE DIOCESE AS TO WHICH INSURANCE COVERAGE
IS OR MAY BE AVAILABLE OR HAVE AN INTEREST IN ANY OF THE DIOCESE’S INSURANCE
POLICIES OR CERTIFICATES, YOUR RIGHTS MAY BE AFFECTED.
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Catholics have no grounds to claim exemption

COMMENTARY

By JASON T. EBERL and
TOBIAS WINRIGHT

Concerns regarding recently insti-
tuted or expected mandatory vacci-
nation policies for COVID-19 by var-
ious governmental and institutional
authorities, including Catholic health
care systems and universities, have
been voiced by the Catholic Medical
Association, the National Catholic
Bioethics Center and the bishops of
Colorado.

These statements either critique the
mandates themselves, casting them as a
form of authoritative overreach, or call
for wide allowance of religious/moral
exemptions. There is, however, no suf-
ficient moral reason for Catholics to re-
quest such an exemption. Furthermore,
as Pope Francis has affirmed, there
may be a moral obligation to be vacci-
nated for COVID-19 unless one has a
medical contraindication.

Such an obligation is fundamentally
grounded in the Gospel’s call for each
of us to love our neighbor as we love
ourselves (Mark 12:31). Insofar as lov-
ing oneself entails a moral obligation
to use proportionate means to safe-
guard one’s own life and health, Chris-
tians are called to love others by tak-
ing proportionate means to safeguard
their lives and health. As St. Thomas
Aquinas exhorts in his commentary
on St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Thes-
salonians:

It is prescribed that a human
being sustains his body, for oth-
erwise he murders himself. ...
Therefore, one is bound to nour-
ish his body, and we are bound
likewise with respect to all oth-
er things without which the body
cannot live.

Epidemiological data clearly shows
that the best way to fulfill this moral
duty is through vaccination and, fur-
ther, that the currently available vac-
cines are proportionately safe and ef-
fective even if they have not all yet
been fully approved by the FDA. COV-
ID-19 vaccination is thus an appropri-
ate means of fulfilling our moral obli-
gation to promote the common good.

Invoking the concept of the “com-
mon good” immediately raises red
flags for those, such as National Cath-
olic Bioethics Center President Jo-
seph Meaney, who emphatically assert
each person’s right and obligation to
follow their own conscience in decid-
ing whether to be vaccinated. There is
an evident “culture war” ideology un-
derlying Meaney’s position and that of
the Colorado bishops.

Fordham University theologian
Charles Camosy provides more infor-
mative support for this view by citing
the Second Vatican Council’s declara-
tion Dignitatis Humanae, which stip-
ulates that conscience should not be
coerced. However, Camosy neglects
to note Dignitatis Humanae’s further
stipulation: “In the formation of their
consciences, the Christian faithful
ought carefully to attend to the sacred
and certain doctrine of the Church.”

One of the church’s highest doctri-
nal authorities, the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith, has affirmed
unequivocally that one may receive
any of the currently available COV-
ID-19 vaccines in good conscience.

Cardinal Konrad
Krajewski, the papal
almoner, wears

a yellow vest as

he assists with a
COVID-19 vaccina-
tion clinic for the
poor at the Vatican
March 31, 2021.

There is a concerning subjectiv-
ism inherent in such absolutist calls
for conscience exemptions in the cur-
rent circumstances. The present as-
sertion of personal political rights is
not all that different from the “expres-
sive individualism” that Carter Snead
rightly critiques as being at the heart
of American public bioethics, under-
lying advocacy for abortion and phy-
sician-assisted suicide among other
morally contested practices.

While every person should follow
their conscience, even if their con-
science is in error, this personal mor-
al obligation does not excuse every act
if one’s conscience is misinformed by
voluntary ignorance. Nor does it war-
rant respect in all cases by public au-
thorities who, engaging in prudential
reasoning, are charged with devis-
ing laws and policies that promote the
common good — whether restricting
access to abortion to protect the un-
born, disallowing assisted suicide to
safeguard vulnerable terminally ill
patients, or mandating vaccination to
promote the physiological, social and
economic health of civil society.

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church defines the “common good”
as “the sum total of social conditions
which allow people, either as groups
or as individuals, to reach their ful-
fillment more fully and more easily.”
Though among those conditions are
included freedom of conscience and
religion, the catechism also empha-
sizes “the social well-being and devel-
opment of the group itself” and stip-
ulates that “it is the proper function
of authority to arbitrate, in the name
of the common good, between various
particular interests.”

The catechism concludes: “It is the
role of the state to defend and promote
the common good of civil society.”

Far from being intrusive govern-
ment overreach into an inviolable
sacrosanct realm, it is precisely the
proper function of governmental and
institutional authorities to adjudicate
competing claims among individu-
als in light of what will promote “the
progress of persons” and thereby cul-
tivate a virtuous citizenry. Pope Bene-
dict XVI further affirms in Caritas in
Veritate that promoting the common
good requires concrete action on be-
half of others:

To love someone is to desire
that person’s good and to take ef-
fective steps to secure it. Besides
the good of the individual, there
is a good that is linked to living
in society: the common good. It is
the good of “all of us”, made up
of individuals, families and in-
termediate groups who together
constitute society [Gaudium et
Spes]. It is a good that is sought
not for its own sake, but for the
people who belong to the social
community and who can only re-
ally and effectively pursue their
good within it.

The expressive individualism im-
plied by Meaney’s absolutist position
— a right-wing mirror version of the
“my body, my choice” rhetoric of abor-
tion rights advocates — runs counter
to the conversion to which the eucha-
ristic liturgy calls us. As Benedictine
Fr. Virgil Michel aptly puts it:

The development of a true cul-
ture, i.e., the realizing of the best
possibilities in human nature, is
essentially a social phenomenon,
as we have seen. Now the liturgy
presents us with the divinely es-
tablished model of social inter-
course between men [sic] under
the guidance of Christ. While it
safeguards all the values of hu-
man personality, it uses the ener-
gies of God Himself for slough-
ing off all the excrescences of
individualism, thus elevating
all that is good in man above the
narrowness of individual selfish-
ness, of snobbery, or of extreme
love-blind nationalism, into the
catholic sympathy of Christ for
all men, for all things human, for
all that is good in God’s world.

Catholicism is not a religion that
promotes the glorification of the in-
dividual in asserting their political
rights over others. Rather, a distinctly
Catholic stance holds that respect for
the intrinsic dignity of each human
person is inextricably bound up with
the social ethic expressed in the sacra-
ment of Communion and articulated
by the magisterium.

Benedict XVI further notes in Cari-
tas in Veritate that the teaching of Hu-

—CNS/Vatican Media

manae Vitae, by emphasizing both the
unitive and procreative meaning of
sexuality, “is not a question of purely
individual morality” but rather evinc-
es “the strong links between life ethics
and social ethics.” Benedict concludes:

The Church forcefully main-
tains this link between life eth-
ics and social ethics, fully aware
that “a society lacks solid foun-
dations when, on the one hand,
it asserts values such as the dig-
nity of the person, justice and
peace, but then, on the other
hand, radically acts to the con-
trary by allowing or tolerating a
variety of ways in which human
life is devalued and violated, es-
pecially where it is weak or mar-
ginalized” [Pope John Paul II,
Evangelium Vitael].

A society that, through its govern-
ing authorities, fails to employ propor-
tionate measures to curtail the spread
of a deadly virus and its mutation into
even more virulent and deadly forms
effectively devalues and violates hu-
man life. Duly-appointed civil author-
ities have not only the right by virtue
of their office, but the duty to promote
the common good by whatever mea-
sures that prudential reasoning in-
forms their consciences are required,
so long as such measures are propor-
tionate to the end at which they are
aimed.

In the present case, given the clear
evidence of mutations and rising in-
fections due to the prevalence of un-
vaccinated persons, as well as the
safety and efficacy of the available
vaccines, vaccination mandates fall
under the legitimate authority of civ-
il and institutional leaders fulfilling
their moral obligation to promote the
common good — and we, as individu-
al citizens, fulfill ours by adhering to
such mandates without invoking dubi-
ous claims of “conscientious exemp-
tion.”

[Jason T. Eberl is a professor of health care
ethics and philosophy and director of the
Albert Gnaegi Center for Health Care Ethics
at St. Louis University. Tobias Winright is an
associate professor of health care ethics and
theology at St. Louis University.]
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Sisters scramble to respond to delta variant

By CHRIS HERLINGER
cherlinger@ncronline.org

The COVID-19 pandemic has
reached a critical and even alarming
point, say Catholic sisters and human-
itarian leaders who are responding to
the fast-spreading delta variant amid
multiple problems.

“Just pick your continent, and we
have some incredible challenges,” said
Sr. Carol Keehan of the Daughters of
Charity, who heads a health task force
for the Vatican COVID-19 Commis-
sion. “The pandemic is a mess.”

“The situation is worse than ever
in many different places,” said Sean
Callahan, president and chief execu-
tive officer of Baltimore-based Catho-
lic Relief Services. “There’s a combi-
nation of problems going on that we
need to address.”

One continent fac-
ing a severe problem
is Asia, where coun-
tries like India and
Indonesia are be-
ing devastated by the
presence of numer-
ous variants, includ-
ing delta.

As one example of
how quickly the dy-
namics of the pandemic are changing,
the Philippines, which sustained one
of the longest and strictest lockdowns
in 2020, reimposed another two-week
lockdown that ended Aug. 20.

During the lockdown, those younger
than 18 and those 65 and older are not
allowed to leave their homes. People
with comorbidities, those with weak
immune systems and pregnant wom-
en are also told to stay home. Mass
gatherings are prohibited, including
religious services.

In the face of such quickly changing
circumstances, Callahan, Keehan and
others spelled out some of the ongoing
challenges worldwide: the swift spread
of the delta variant and the threat of
new variants; widespread hesitancy
about the COVID-19 vaccines; and the
continued inadequate vaccine sup-
plies in many countries.

The pandemic also continues to pose
challenges to countries already facing
difficulties, including hunger, social
unrest and other longstanding health
problems like malaria and HIV/AIDS.

In the midst of so many challenges
and new developments, Keehan said
there is at least one bit of good news:
COVID-19 vaccines will be available
for distribution in most countries by
the end of the year, an important mile-
stone, she said.

Yet any optimism surrounding that
goal will be tempered by the ongoing
challenge of vaccine hesitancy. This is
a problem in many U.S. states, where
stockpiles of vaccine sit used, but it
is also a dynamic in countries with a
long history of corruption, suspicion
of vaccination programs run by gov-
ernments and pharmaceutical compa-
nies, and fear of fraudulent vaccines.

“The thing I worry about is that
we’ll have enough vaccine, but that
people won’t take it,” Keehan said. “If
people aren’t vaccine-willing, we’ve
got a real problem.”

Keehan said one welcome develop-
ment was the announcement in ear-
ly August that the Association of Sis-
terhoods of Kenya is launching a
six-month awareness campaign in-
tended to work with the government

Read more at glob
alsistersreport.org/
node/200276.

—CNS/Reuters/Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana

A health care worker checks on patients at a Catholic church training center
turned into a self-isolation shelter for COVID-19 patients in Jakarta, Indonesia,
July 22, 2021. Indonesia has seen a spike in COVID-19 cases and has the worst

coronavirus outbreak in Asia.

The second-
ary impacts of
the COVID-19
pandemic
have hit many
countries hard,
including wors-
ening hunger
in places like
the Demo-
cratic Repub-
lic of Congo,
where Catholic
Relief Services
provides food
and cash assis-
tance to hard-

hit families

—Courtesy of Catholic Relief Services/Justin Makangara

to create a “Covid-19 free nation.”

That is part of the Vatican COVID-19
Commission’s overall efforts to enlist
sisters and local parishes in the work
of grassroots vaccination education
efforts, including providing access to a
resource toolkit that includes informa-
tion on vaccines and church teaching
on vaccination.

Keehan, the former director of the
Catholic Health Association of the
United States, said such efforts are
moving slowly, given the considerable
health and social challenges in Afri-
can countries and on other continents.

One country where that metaphor
seems apt is Liberia in west Africa,
where as of Aug. 12, only about 0.2%
of the population had been fully vac-
cinated.

For now, Liberia is holding its own
in terms of rates of infection, but that
could quickly change with the spread
of the delta variant, said Sr. Barbara
Brillant, dean of the Mother Patern
College of Health Sciences in the Libe-
rian capital of Monrovia.

“I think if the delta variant gets a
hold in Africa, it will be a disaster,”
she said in an interview with Glob-
al Sisters Report, noting that African
countries have been generally behind
the rest of the world in the spread of
the virus as well as vaccination.

The Philippines

The latest restrictions in the Phil-
ippines are difficult to implement in

densely populated urban poor areas,
said Sr. Mitzy Perez, a Mexican mem-
ber of the Hermanas Misioneras Ser-
vidoras de la Palabra. She and Sr.
Vicky Pham, a Vietnamese member
of Perez’s community, live in south-
ern Caloocan City, part of metropoli-
tan Manila.

“This is a very populated place, full
of people,” Perez said in a recent tele-
phone interview with GSR.

“My neighbors in front, [their house
is the] same size as our house, but they
have three families living there,” she
said, adding that the houses are so
close that they can hear their neigh-
bors on either side.

One sister oversees the implementa-
tion of the Kalookan Diocese’s feeding
program, which continues even with
the return to lockdown. The sisters
and their volunteers help provide one
good meal for approximately 550 chil-
dren once a week.

“The community pantry is for 100
families, and in order to cover all the ar-
eas, we need 13 community pantries so
we can reach all the people,” Perez said.

South Sudan

South Sudan faces a number of chal-
lenges in getting people vaccinated, said
Comboni Missionary Sr. Esperance
Bamiriyo, a sister from the neighbor-
ing Democratic Republic of Congo who
heads the Catholic Health Training In-
stitute in Wau, which trains young
South Sudanese health professionals.

These include delays in setting up
COVID-19 testing facilities and vacci-
nation sites, which means some com-
munities do not yet have access to
vaccines. There is also no well-coor-
dinated response about vaccination,
with “no prioritization for either ‘front
liners’ [such as health workers] or el-
derly,” Bamiriyo wrote in an email to
GSR.

“Since vaccinations were open to
all, in Wau where I reside, there was a
high rate of response,” but as a result,
doses ran out. “Some people who trav-
elled long distances missed [receiving
the vaccine].”

Other challenges: A vaccination
rollout plan was not implemented, and
there is a lack of enforcement of pre-
ventative measures, like mask man-
dates, she wrote. As of July 19, the
most recent data available, only 0.5%
of the population had received one
dose of the vaccine, and not even 0.1%
had been fully vaccinated.

But perhaps a more basic challenge is
that the country’s attention remains on
resolving an ongoing civil war, which is
contributing to endemic hunger.

“People’s basic needs are not sat-
isfied. People are more worried for
their daily living than for COVID-19,”
Bamiriyo wrote. As a result, “they go
about their daily lives as usual with
few people wearing face mask, no so-
cial distancing at all.

Vietnam

Earlier this year, Vietnamese hoped
some sense of normality might be re-
turning to the country. The delta vari-
ant has dashed those hopes.

Dominican Sr. Mary Nguyen Thi My
said the Dominican Sisters of Phu Cu-
ong based in Bien Hoa near Ho Chi
Minh City had 61 sisters infected with
the delta variant as of Aug. 4. Those in-
fected were quarantined and treated at
a day care center.

The news from the southern coast-
al city of Nha Trang is perhaps not as
grim, but it is still serious.

Sr. Mary Nguyen Thi Nguyet, supe-
rior of the Carmelites of the Sacred
Heart based in the coastal city of Nha
Trang in central Vietnam, said the
congregation’s two day care centers
closed in early May because of an out-
break of the delta variant. That has
caused hardship for the sisters, who
live on the income generated from the
centers, which serve approximately
140 children.

“We are given [ration] tickets to go
out to buy drinking water, vegetables
and other basic food at some shops ev-
ery four days, as our area has been iso-
lated since July 28 after some infec-
tions were detected,” Nguyet said.

“We attend online Masses and spend
a lot of time contemplating, saying
prayers, reciting the rosary.. and
strongly appealing to God to end the
pandemic soon,” she said. They also
read, improve their computer skills,
sew clothes, garden and clean the day
care centers.

“We will face a lack of food if the
movement restrictions are extended
to one month more,” Nguyet said. “We
absolutely trust in divine providence.”

[Chris Herlinger is the New York and inter-
national correspondent to Global Sisters Re-
port. Charity Durano in the Philippines and
Joachim Pham in Vietnam contributed to
this report.]
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—CNS/Tyler Orsburn
Jesuit Fr. John W. O’Malley, author of The
Education of a Historian: A Strange and Won-
derful Story.

Jesuit John
O’Malley’s memoir

tells his ‘strange and
wonderful story’

Reviewed by MASSIMO FAGGIOLI

Memoirs can be a tricky literary genre, par-
ticularly for churchmen and scholars. It can
mutate easily into score settling, justification
of unsavory church and academic politics, or
signaling a change of loyalty.

The just-published memoir of Jesuit Fr.
John W. O’Malley, The Education of a Histo-
rian: A Strange and Wonderful Story;, is exact-
ly the opposite. It finally provides a narrative
for one of the most influential Jesuits — in the
United States and abroad — in the last hun-
dred years and helps readers understand some
enormous differences between Catholicism in
the mid-20th century and today.

In the introduction, O’Malley already shows
the connections between his life as a scholar
and as a Jesuit priest. Talking about the post-
Vatican II crisis of the Society of Jesus and
General Congregation 32 (1974-75), he points
out “how a crisis in the order intruded into
my life and how it changed the direction of my
scholarship.”

But O’Malley’s memoir is not inside base-
ball. It is full of wisdom and wit and poetry: “It
tells how my first-time taste of gelato helped
turn me into a resolute Italophile and prod-
ded me to abandon German history in favor of
Italian. The book thus reveals the crucial role
of intuition in life and in scholarship. It illus-
trates how neither life nor scholarship is a tale
of two plus two equals four.”

The first chapter, “Growing Up in Tiltons-
ville,” paints the picture of the small town in
Ohio where he was born: social and religious

Continued on Page 16

—Pixabay/ParallelVision

VIRTUAL
REALITY

AND THE COMING

CATHOLIC
METAVERSE

The combination of pandemic lockdowns and
Zoom have spawned a new way of being Catholic.
Or, they have spawned a new way of seeming to be
Catholic. We are moving toward a Catholic Meta-
verse.

A metaverse is a virtual world, like those exist-
ing in virtual reality games such as Roblox, Mine-
craft and Fortnight, where individuals exist as av-
atars, or three-dimensional icons of themselves.
These games are precursors to an even larger vir-
tual world, where individuals would be able to
hide their identities, interact and present their
views anonymously.

The future, however, is upon us. Now, it is pos-
sible to be wherever you want, say whatever you
want and find like-minded folks to be with, even
to worship with, all within a cocoon of anonymity.

The word “parish” has taken on a new meaning.

In pre-pandemic times, folks chose parishes ac-
cording to their likes and dislikes: the communi-
ty, the location, the pastor and the liturgies, pretty
much in that order.

Now, the good news is the bad news. It is easier
to shop around.

Community has nothing to do with it. Location
only presents temporal considerations: What time
zone is the parish in? It is the pastor and his lit-

urgies that make or break the choice. Tridentine
or novus ordo? Intelligent homilies? Women altar
servers and readers?

Community is increasingly disconnected from
both online and in-person parochial life. While
once the parish church was the
one down the block, where the
Friday potluck suppers helped
cement social interaction, now
the “parish” is virtual. Commu-
nity is in a Catholic Metaverse
created through social media in
which you can participate anon-
ymously. Or not.

Most folks are conversant
with the ways and means of, say,
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
and the like. What they may not
see, even if they participate in them, is the solidi-
fication of distinct virtual communities on these
platforms. Each virtual community has a differ-
ent aim and ethos. Each has a different outlook on
church teaching and discipline. None is controlled
by Rome.

We are not there yet, but on the horizon is a vir-
tual reality far beyond online Masses and Catholic

Continued on Page 16

PHYLLIS
ZAGANO
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O’MALLEY: MEMOIR IS
ALOVE LETTER
TO SOCIETY OF JESUS

Continued from Page 15
dynamics, the impact of the Great De-
pression, the distance between the big
cities and the rest of the U.S. Most of
all, it depicts the uncomplicatedness
of his vocation to the priesthood and
the serendipity of his choice of the Je-
suits.

Interestingly but not surprisingly,
O’Malley seems to have arrived at Ig-
natius of Loyola starting from Augus-
tine of Hippo. But the real intellectu-
al and spiritual love of O’Malley’s life
remains Erasmus of Rotterdam: “My
work on Erasmus provided me with
important perspectives on two sub-
jects that later became major projects
for me — Vatican Council II and the
history of the Jesuits.”

“Many of the council’s decisions
echo themes in Erasmus, such as the
need for vernacular liturgy, the evils of
war, and openness to divine inspiration
in other religions,” O’Malley writes.

Chapter 2, “Trained as a Jesuit:
America and Austria,” is full of de-
tails on his understanding of himself
thanks and through a deeper under-
standing of the U.S. in the 1940s and
1950s: called to be a witness to inter-
racial marriage in Chicago, the read-
ing of the 1958 political novel The Ugly
American as a passage toward a more
cosmopolitan cultural sensibility.

Chapter 3, “Trained as a Histori-
an: Harvard and Rome,” has wonder-
ful and moving pages on his choice to
abandon German religious history in
order to embrace Italy. (His pages on
the discovery of Italy, from Venice to
Florence to Rome, during a trip from
Austria in July 1961, brought tears to
my eyes: I read O’Malley’s book in Italy,
where I have returned for the summer
after the longest absence ever from my
own country due to the pandemic.)

This key turn happened at a cru-
cial time in the history of the Catho-
lic Church as it was preparing for the
Second Vatican Council. O’'Malley was
doing research in Rome and there-
fore in the “eternal city” for two of the
four sessions of the 1962-65 council,
and during one of these moments, his
scholarship and life as a Jesuit priest
were enriched mutually. The election
of Pedro Arrupe as general of the Je-
suits in 1965 was a turning point in the
history of the Jesuits and also of glob-
al Catholicism.

Chapter 4, “Ever Deeper Into the
Renaissance,” describes the rise of
O’Malley’s scholarship in national and

—Wikimedia Commons/Uccio “Uccio2” D’Agostino

The dome of the Church of the Gesu, the mother church of the Society of Jesus

in Rome

THE EDUCATION

OF A HISTORIAN: A
STRANGE AND WON-
DERFUL STORY

By John W. 0'Malley, S
Published by St. Jo-
seph’s University Press;
176 pages; $30.00

international recognition. It is the be-
ginning of the story of a historian and
of how his books had field-changing
influence — especially four books, all
of them translated in many languag-
es: Praise and Blame in Renaissance
Rome (1979), The First Jesuits (1998),
Trent and All That (2002) and What
Happened at Vatican I1? (2008).

But this book introduces us to a
scholar well aware of what was hap-
pening around him: the November 4,
1966, great flood of Florence (which
took place when he was there), the 1967
riots in Detroit (where shortly after he
took leadership roles in the universi-
ty and in the society). An important
chapter focuses on his participation as
an elected delegate to the General Con-
gregation 32 of the Society of Jesus,
which opened at the beginning of De-
cember 1974.

In O’Malley’s own words:

Somewhat to the surprise of the Je-
suits worldwide, Father General Ar-
rupe called for a general congregation
of the Society to meet in Rome in ear-
ly December, 1974. He wanted from the
Society an assessment of how the So-
ciety was faring in the difficult scene

of the late 1960s and early 1970s, years
of turmoil in the church and in soci-
ety at large — the student and race ri-
ots, the “sexual revolution,” the wars
and other troubles between colonies
and mother countries, the Vietnam
War first involving France and then
the United States.

O’Malley describes his participation
in that assembly not just as one of the
three or four most consequential gen-
eral congregations in the history of
the Jesuits, but also as one of the most
important experiences (and not just
because another delegate was Jorge
Mario Bergoglio, future Pope Francis).

It was much longer than anticipat-
ed, and a physically and emotional-
ly challenging time: “Then, finally, on
March 15 [1975], the congregation de-
clared its business concluded. I some-
times describe the congregation as the
worst — and the best — three and half
months of my Jesuit life. It was the
worst for reasons I just described. It
was the best for many reasons.”

Chapters 5, “From the Renaissance
to the Jesuits,” and 6, “Cultures, Coun-
cils, and Early Modern Catholicism,”
tell how a scholar who acquired inter-
national recognition for his studies on
the Italian Renaissance became a key
player in the research on the Society of
Jesus (especially on its very early histo-
ry), on a new way to interpret Catholi-
cism at the time of the Protestant Ref-
ormation, and on Vatican II — in all of
these cases initiating a new phase in
the international scholarship in these
fields. Intellectual curiosity goes hand
in hand with ecclesial concerns.

By looking at O’Malley’s story, we

can understand the human element of
doing history:

The book is therefore about how I
worked as a historian and developed
methods that resulted in such under-
standings. It shows how events im-
pacted on my life and on what I chose
to write about. It shows how and why
I began to puzzle over certain issues
and then shows where the puzzle-
ment led me. Most broadly, it shows
how a naive young man from Tiltons-
ville made his way in the world. It thus
shows that historians are creatures of
flesh and blood, fears and hopes, living
in time and space.

In six decades of scholarly work,
O’Malley educated us to a deeper un-
derstanding of style and literary
genres. He would not mind me saying
that this book has pages that seem lift-
ed from a Frank Capra movie (Chap-
ter 1 about growing up in Tiltonsville)
or from Federico Fellini’s “La Dolce
Vita” (Chapter 3 on Rome in the ‘60s).

Like the masterpieces of cinema,
this memoir has different kinds of au-
diences.

For Americans, it’s the life of a fel-
low American who changed the way
we look at the church, also thanks to
the effort of looking at America from
afar, both geographically and chrono-
logically.

For Catholics, it’s the example of a
member of the church born, raised
and educated in a pre-cultural war Ca-
tholicism, where confessional bound-
aries with Protestant were clear, but
probably more passable than today’s
intra-Catholic trenches.

For church historians and theolo-
gians, for academics young and old,
it’s the story of when church history
was still struggling to be accepted as
an integral part of the theological can-
on — and what Catholic scholars had
to do and still can do about it.

For Jesuits, it’s like a painting de-
scribing life of a scholar in the Soci-
ety of Jesus at a particular time, from
one kind of religious order to anoth-
er kind after Vatican II, and the “Jesu-
it crisis” of 1981-83 after the dramatic
change of leadership from Arrupe to
Peter Hans Kolvenbach. (O’Malley’s
account of his testimony for the can-
onization process of Arrupe in 2019 is
very interesting.)

This memoir has also the courage
to be like a love letter for the Society
of Jesus and for the Catholic Church:
to echo the title of O’ Malley’s favorite
book, a letter with much more praise
than blame.

[Massimo Faggioli is professor of theology
and religious studies at Villanova University.]

METAVERSE: VIRTUAL CHURCH COMMUNITY

Continued from Page 15
Twitter-fights. We are on the verge of a
genuine metaverse, a grandchild of the
internet, which expands to encompass
more than just words and pictures.
What is upon us is a development in
online gaming platforms that will al-
low people — as avatars — to move
from one platform to another. Individ-
uals will no longer need distinct Face-
book profiles, Twitter handles and in-
ternet accounts. They will be able to
invent themselves and exist in the vir-
tual world and move around (virtual-
ly) in real time, seamlessly from one
platform, or community, to another.
The metaverse will not be a game. It
will be an alternative reality. Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg says that
within the next five years or so Face-

book will be a “metaverse company,”
an “embodied internet.” He predicts
“a persistent synchronous environ-
ment” in which users are embodied
as holographs. The entire point is to
build community.

How? Zuckerberg says the present
research objective is to deliver a much
stronger sense of presence, a more
natural way of interacting. Think of it
as a new way of being present to oth-
er people, a three-dimensional Zoom
with surround sound and holographs
that you can access anywhere.

Religion is included in the plans.
Already, Facebook has been partner-
ing with faith communities, such as
the Hillsong megachurch in Atlanta,
the Assemblies of God, and the Pres-
byterian Church (USA). The company

is creating products for churches, in-
cluding audio and prayer sharing and
online tools to build congregations us-
ing Facebook.

As Zuckerberg moves Facebook to a
metaverse company, he predicts even
more. His vision is a genuine meta-
verse, where different companies’ plat-
forms will be compatible and which
will include public spaces and social
systems anyone can access, including
churches.

That is in the future. What is upon us
now is remote access to worship, spir-
itual direction, preaching, Bible study;,
after-church socials, just about any-
thing the in-person parish might pro-
vide in terms of information and in-
teraction. Remote access allows people
to choose whom to listen to and with
whom to interact. It is moving to the
point where Catholic fact and Catholic

fiction are in competition.

The question: Will there be a Rome-
controlled Catholic Metaverse? Or
will the various Catholic virtual com-
munities continue to grow in their
own directions? Then, there is the big
what-if in all this: What happens to
sacraments?

Someday, the pandemic will be un-
der control. But the church is chang-
ing. It won’t be your grandfather’s
Catholic church. It is not that already.

[Phyllis Zagano is senior research associate-
in-residence at Hofstra University, in Hemp-
stead, New York. Her most recent book is
Women: Icons of Christ, and her other books
include Women Deacons: Past, Present, Fu-
ture. Read more of Zagano’s columns at
NCRonline.org/columns/just-catholic.]
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How I wound up living across from a strip club

SOUL SEEING

By MARK REDMOND

God sometimes puts the right peo-
ple in our lives at the right time and if
we don’t pay attention we’ll miss it, or
we’ll just call it something else, such
as luck. But our soul tells us it is more
than that. It is grace. it is real.

Iwent to Villanova University, not be-
cause of its affiliation with the Catholic
Church, but because I was turned down
by Yale, Princeton, Brown, Dartmouth,
Williams College and Hamilton Col-
lege. Villanova was my safety school.

When it was time to send in the first
tuition check, I had to also fill out a
form selecting a major. The choices
were nursing, arts and science, engi-
neering or business. I turned to my fa-
ther and asked, “Which should I pick?”

“What do you want to do with your
life?” he asked.

“Idon’t know.”

“Pick business then,” he said, which
made sense because that’s what he was,
a businessman and a successful one.

So that’s what I ended up studying,
and I was good at it to the point of fin-
ishing near the top of my class, induct-
ed into the business honor society and
elected president of the finance club.
By senior year, it looked like smooth
sailing toward a career on Wall Street
or something similar in which I'd
make a great deal of money.

But in the first semester of senior
year, I happened to pick up a copy of
The Philadelphia Inquirer, which I
rarely read, and the cover story was
about a Philadelphia native who had
been working in Guatemala after a ter-
rible earthquake there, helping to re-
build. Edward Fischer was now walk-
ing to his home town of Philly in
order to raise funds. “That is some long
walk,” I remember thinking.

A few months later, I was at George-
town University for our annual rugby
game against the dreaded Hoyas. We
played on a Saturday, lost to them for
the first time in my four years on the
team, partied all night and gathered
in front of the statue of Fr. John Car-

roll as we planned to caravan togeth-
er in our cars back to Villanova. Lying
there in the grass, I noticed a van near-
by with lots of children, balloons and
a young man, tanned and athletic. For
some reason, he wandered over and
asked us who we were. When we told
him, he laughed and said that he was
a Georgetown graduate and had played
rugby for them, and he teased us about
our loss. I then realized that this was
the Edward Fischer, whom I had read
about and who had apparently made it
all the way to D.C.

A few weeks later, I attended the 6
p.m. Mass at the main Villanova cha-
pel. It was the most popular Mass on
campus and always well attended.
When it came time for the homily, the
Augustinian celebrant handed the mi-
crophone to a guest speaker, someone
he introduced as Edward Fischer.

Back then there were no iPhones,
so I don’t have a recording of what he
said, but he showed slides of the devas-
tation in Guatemala, what he was do-
ing there, and said something along the
lines of:

“Ilook out at all of you and I see my-
self at your age. I had everything in
front of me in terms of financial secu-
rity, job security. But now I have very

—Unsplash/Austin Chan

little money of my own. I have spent
hours and days walking in the pouring
rain, cold and shivering. But I'm tell-
ing you, I could not be happier. I felt joy
even when I felt physically miserable. I
would not trade the life I have now, and
what I am doing, for anything else.”

After Mass, as everyone filed out of
the chapel, most toward the campus
library to study, I stood there in that
pew. I felt like yelling out to everyone
leaving, “Hey! Didn’t you hear what he
said? Didn’t you listen to him? How can
we all just get up and go about our busi-
ness and our lives, as if nothing was
different? Where are you all going?”

I also desperately wanted to go up to
this Edward Fischer to tell him how
much he had affected me, how I sud-
denly wanted to be doing with my
life what he was doing with his. But I
lacked the courage.

Eventually I was standing in the pew
alone. Only a few people remained in
the chapel, chatting with their friends.
So, I wandered out, carrying my busi-
ness books, walked into the library,
found a desk and started studying about
interest rates, stocks and bonds. But
then, more than ever, the focus of my
studies felt so futile, so useless, so not
me. In light of all that I had just heard,

a paradigm shift had taken place.

There would be all kinds of twists
and turns in my life in the next few
years, including ending up in a much-
sought-after management training
program for a multibillion-dollar cor-
poration on Madison Avenue, and a
studio apartment on Manhattan’s Up-
per East Side.

But I didn’t last long there. With-
in 18 months, I walked away from the
job and the apartment and moved into
the Covenant House faith community,
helping homeless and runaway teenag-
ers, earning $12 per week, living across
from a strip club and a heroin shooting
den.

I still do this kind of work, now in
Vermont. This June marked my 40th
anniversary. I never went back to Mad-
ison Avenue, or to the Upper East Side.
ButIdo goback to Villanova, every five
years, for my class reunion. And each
time, I go back to that chapel, and I
look at where I was sitting that night in
1978, somewhere on the left side, near
the back. And I think to myself, “This
is where it all started.”

I really do believe that God brings
certain people into our lives, at certain
times, for a purpose. Was it just a coin-
cidence that I'd happen to pick up the
Inquirer that day, a paper I rarely read?
That I'd be sitting in front of George-
town, hung over, and Edward Fischer
would come over and talk to us? That
I’d happen to go to that particular
Mass, on that particular Sunday?

No. I don’t think it was a coincidence
at all. I think it was meant to happen.
And Idon’t think it was luck or the uni-
verse or fate. In my mind, it was God.

According to St. Augustine, “You are
to pay special regard to those who, by
the accidents of time, or place, or cir-
cumstances, are brought into closer
connection with you.”

That has certainly been my experi-
ence, and it has made all the difference
in my life.

[Mark Redmond is the author of the newly
published Called: A Memoir. Read more Soul
Seeing columns at NCRonline.org/columns/
soul-seeing.]

Addressing the US housing crisis
must be a top priority for churches

COMMENTARY

By SERGIO LOPEZ

I know what it’s like to lose your
home. As a boy, I watched, helpless, as
my childhood home was lost to fore-
closure. Predatory lenders and finan-
cial institutions offering subprime
mortgages specifically targeted demo-
graphic groups like my family’s: low-
income, first-generation Americans.
It’s one of my most painful memories.
As an elected councilmember for my
hometown of Campbell, California,
I’'ve made addressing our housing cri-
sis a top priority.

While campaigning, I heard heart-
breaking stories from residents who
were worried that they may soon be
priced out of their own community by
unaffordable housing costs. Campbell
is part of the metropolitan region with
the worst housing crisis in the entire
United States — but housing is quick-

ly becoming a national crisis.

Across the country, many Catho-
lic churches own plots of land, and,
whether large or small, that proper-
ty can be used to build housing for the
community. With attendance declin-
ing in some congregations, and in flux
in others due to impacts from the pan-
demic, many churches also find them-
selves with underutilized structures
on their property.

The potential of churches in commu-
nities across the country to help tack-
le the housing crisis is tremendous.
A 2020 report from the Terner Center
at University of California, Berkeley
found that in California alone, nearly
40,000 acres of church property could
be developed with housing. (The full
impact could be even greater than the
report estimates, since the authors did
not tally smaller plots of land where
single or smaller units of housing
could be built.)

The study’s authors concluded that

—CNS/Lucy Nicholson, Reuters

Californians ask for the Los Angeles City Council to vote against adding more
short-term rental units and call for more affordable housing Nov. 12, 2020.

property near public transit could of-
fer the opportunity “to build housing
that meets the state’s twin objectives
of expanding access to opportunity
and reducing greenhouse gas ... emis-
sions through improved land use.”
But though the report focuses on

the public policy benefits of building
housing, this work is also deeply in
keeping with the church’s mission. Al-
ready, many congregations give back
to their community, practicing hos-
pitality through donation drives for

Continued on Page 18
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Continued from Page 17
unhoused individuals or by hosting
food pantries. As all of us are created
in God’s image; caring for our neigh-
bors as ourselves is a basic duty for all
Christians. Providing housing is a nat-
ural extension of this work.

There is also a powerful case to be
made for building housing, grounded
in the theology of ecology.

When we refuse to build infill
housing in urban and suburban ar-
eas, it crops up in the rural areas
that are most vulnerable to wildfires.
Yet churches, often centrally located
within a community, are positioned
to build housing that alleviates these
pressures by tapping into existing in-
frastructure rather than contributing
to sprawl. To do so would be to follow
the example of St. Francis of Assisi,
patron saint of ecology, whose words
Pope Francis cited in “Laudato Si’, on
Care for Our Common Home.”

Despite the need for more hous-
ing, there are passionate and righ-
teous debates in housing policy about
the impact gentrification has on com-
munities. Others advocate for social
housing, run by the government, as a
solution to the problem. While these
policy nuances are important, there
is ultimately no single solution to our
housing crisis, and churches have the
power to alleviate this painful reality.

This is housing not just as hospital-
ity but as ministry — modeling God’s
kingdom on earth, rooted not in the
philosophy of the moneychangers but
the theology of love for neighbor and
community.

There are a number of different
models for building housing on church
property. Some may choose to build
shelters or affordable housing. Other
churches can choose to use the reve-
nue from renting out housing units as
a reliable, steady source of income to
stabilize parish finances.

While most congregations might
lack experience with issues like con-
struction or property management,
churches can partner with existing or-
ganizations in the community, such
as developers (both for-profit and non-
profit) and direct service organiza-
tions.

Local governments, which would be
involved in entitling the housing, can
also help make those connections. In
areas such as Pasadena, California,
experienced community groups like
Making Housing & Community Hap-
pen are set up to help churches navi-
gate the process and bring relevant
stakeholder groups to the table, with
many more resources available online.
Examples of successful housing proj-
ects by churches can be found across
the country.

As Christians, we are called upon to
live our values. The truth about our
housing crisis is that it is a manmade
one, rooted in decades of public poli-
cy mismanagement. Yet solutions are
uniquely available to faith leaders and
congregations.

In building housing for communi-
ties, our churches can do their part,
and in so doing, offer up an alternative
vision for society — that of God’s word
enacted here on Earth.

[Sergio Lopez is an author and city council-
member for Campbell, California. He gradu-
ated from Yale University and studies at
Duke Divinity School.]

Take and eat

Regarding your July 9-22 edition on
the bishops drafting a Communion doc-
ument, by what authority do our bish-
ops have the right to decide who can
and who can’t receive the Eucharist?

I don’t recall Jesus at his last supper
saying, “Take and eat, but just those
without sin and who are worthy, for
this is my body.”

The Eucharist was given by Jesus
for all who wish to receive it, and no
one should be judged and denied this
precious sacrament — whether saint
or sinner.

(Sr.) JOEL GUBLER, OP
Springfield, Kentucky

LR

My question is this: Who’s going to
read the document? It is described as
being “catechetical,” meaning dense
theological language, which will ap-
peal only to a few. There are some who
will read it looking for references to
politicians to confirm their own bias-
es. Others will dismiss it as the prod-
uct of a group of men who have little
credibility.

The Eucharist does not lend itself
to excess verbiage. What is needed is a
document that will speak to the heart,
for the Eucharist is all about love. Time
would be better spent on showing us
how Jesus’ statement “I am the bread
of life” could influence everyday life.
How can the reception of the body and
blood of Jesus influence our thoughts
and actions on issues such as immi-
gration, personal freedom vs. common
good, income inequality, and so on? In
fact, how wonderful it would be if doc-
uments were written on those issues,
for they are much closer to the real
lives of real people.

Even better, what if the U.S. bishops’
conference were to join forces with
leaders of major religious denomina-
tions and draft a document on the re-
sponsibilities of politicians to speak
truth and eschew partisanship. Such
a document might even apply to some
members of the conference.

(Fr.) HERBERT C. YOST, CSC
South Bend, Indiana

Timely readings

St. Joseph Sr. Mary M. McGlone’s re-
cent reflections have been thoughtful
and good starting points for personal
lectio.

However, I think here is another
perspective that is significantly time-
ly. I believe the readings from the 16th
through the 18th Sundays (NCR, July
9-22 and NCR, July 23-Aug. 5) are point-
ed arrows at the bishops’ efforts for a
Eucharist document. With Jeremiah’s
warning “woe to the shepherds” and
the sharing and distribution of loaves
and fishes to the 5,000, presumably to
mostly non-Christian people who had
not gone to confession, this is eucha-
ristic coherency. These readings are
for the bishops to digest what Jesus
is calling them to when he said, “Re-
member me.”

A few years back, when I worked at
a counseling program, a young man
came up to me a bit distraught. He
was recovering from addiction and re-
turned to church for support. He had
walked to church and was chewing
some gum. At Mass, the priest said, “If
you had been eating or even chewing
gum less than one hour before Mass,
you cannot receive Communion.”

Think of that! Chewing gum is on
the same plane as mortal sin in pre-

venting someone from
Christ in the Eucharist.

If the bishops and priests really be-
lieve in the efficacy of the Eucharist,
who are they to deny it to anyone?

DAVE MURRAY
Cedarville, Michigan

receiving

Attachment to Latin

Every time I read about the tra-
ditionalists’ attachment to the Lat-
in Mass (NCR, Aug. 6-19), I can’t help
thinking about these lines from the
book of Exodus:

Having set out from Elim, the
whole Israelite community came
into the wilderness of Sin, which
is between Elim and Sinai, on
the fifteenth day of the second
month after their departure from
the land of Egypt.

Here in the wilderness the
whole Israelite community grum-
bled against Moses and Aaron.

The Israelites said to them, “If
only we had died at the LORD’s
hand in the land of Egypt, as we
sat by our kettles of meat and ate
our fill of bread! But you have
led us into this wilderness to
make this whole assembly die of
famine!”

The Lord didn’t let them go back to
Egypt. The Lord gave them the food
they needed to keep marching toward
the promised land.

It’s hard to miss the parallel!

PAUL CADRIN
Montreal, Quebec

Divestment

I am pleased to learn that many
Catholic institutions have already di-
vested from fossil fuels (NCR, July 23-
Aug. 5). Is there a way to have an ongo-
ing report published that shows these
groups? Is there also a way to sign and
send petitions to those institutions
that have not done so?

Are you also encouraging all dives-
tors to reinvest in renewable forms of
energy? I wonder also how many in-
stitutions have plans to electrify their
heating and hot water systems, stoves
and air conditioning.

Thank you for all that you are doing
to fight climate change.

FRAN AGUIRRE
Denver, Colorado

Marriage prep

The commentary “Can the church
better prepare Catholics for mar-
riage?” (NCR, June 25-July 8) hit home
for me, since I have worked in parish
marriage prep since 1993 and in dioc-
esan programs since 1977. I was dis-
tressed to hear what David Steinkraus
was reporting about his experience,
since I, too, think that it is a crucial
time for the couple and their lifelong
relationship with the church as they
begin another domestic church.

In my experience, it is key for the
church to address the culture in which
young adults live, as well as the unique
needs of some couples, such as those
who are in midlife or entering a sec-
ond marriage.

The Catholic Church has a power-
ful sacramental vision of marriage,
but that is also built on a set of skills
which any couple needs, such as com-
munication, sexual and financial atti-
tudes, as well as clarity on their fami-
lies of origin. An openness to children
is also important, and it is good to in-

troduce couples to natural family plan-
ning as the helpful resource that it can
be, but there is far more to good mar-
riage preparation than just that.

The Catholic Church has an excel-
lent track record on marriage prepa-
ration. We need to work at making a
good resource even better for the sake
of healthy marriages.

KATHY FINLEY
Spokane, Washington

Truth sets us free

Thank you for the latest paper (NCR,
July 23-Aug. 5). There are so many ex-
cellent articles reflecting that “the
truth will set us free” remains the es-
sence of each person finding their true
self. It is the covenant lived faithfully.
A basic requirement? Discerning the
truth.

For Christians, it is the sensus fideli-
um becoming the essential truth of liv-
ing in the Spirit. For Americans, it is
the honest efforts of working together
in achieving the promises of democra-
cy. Current divisiveness is the reality
that church and state have not sought
nor promulgated them.

God’s truth to “love neighbor as our-
selves” parallels democracy’s commit-
ment to “seek the common good of
all its citizens.” We are a far cry from
both and each of us needs reflection
to choose to be participants and con-
tributors to setting ourselves free by
living these truths. Religions and gov-
ernment are as good as the faith, trust
and willingness of all members to live
what we mouth.

(Fr.) MARK FRANCESCHINI, OSM
Denver, Colorado

Letters to the editor should be lim-
ited to 250 words and preferably
typed. If a letter refers to a previ-
ous issue of NCR, please give us that
issue’s date. We reserve the right
to edit all letters. Letters, Nation-
al Catholic Reporter, 115 E. Armour
Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64111. Or via
email: letters@ncronline.org. Please
be sure to include your street ad-
dress, city, state, zip and daytime
telephone number.
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Whose disciples are we?

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021, TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35

By MARY M. McGLONE

’ve heard theology students joking about con-

templating the Angry Mysteries of the Rosary.

Along with the cleansing of the Temple and

cursing the fig tree, we have today’s Gospel

in which Jesus named Peter “Satan,” and or-
dered him out of his sight. That’s good fodder for fun
among seminarians who need a chuckle break, but
it’s not a very good interpretation of what happens
in today’s Gospel.

Today, we see how a journey with Jesus could be-
come an intense experience of spiritual formation.
Taking advantage of the leisure of a journey, Jesus
asked his disciples about how folks were perceiving
him. Disregarding the opinions of his adversaries,
they recounted the rumors they’d heard from people
who were both impressed and confused.

Some suspected he might be John the Baptist. That
was a rather odd thought; anyone who knew about
John would have known that Herod had beheaded
him not too long before this conversation took place.

They added that others thought that perhaps he
was another of the prophets. Those ideas sprang
from their sense of how they knew God had inter-
acted with Israel throughout their history.

When Jesus fixed his gaze on those who had cho-
sen to journey with him, the answer changed. Peter
responded, “You are the Christ.” Peter testified that
they saw Jesus not as a prophet of old, but as the
anointed one sent by God to save Israel.

That’s the good news. Then came the hitch: “He

—CNS/KNA/Harald Oppitz

began to teach them that the Son of Man must suf-
fer ... be Kkilled, and rise after three days.” That was
so shocking that Mark adds the incredulous phrase,
“He said this openly!”

Of course, Peter was as ready to help Jesus revise
his thinking as he had been to proclaim his faith in
him. He pulled Jesus aside to talk some sense into
him.

Peter realized that Jesus had just veered wildly
off the script for a messiah. Jesus’ disciples might
have been free from the expectation that the Messiah
would be a warrior or king, but weakness, rejection
and being killed, no. That scenario didn’t correspond
at all to their image of the one God would send to
redeem Israel.

Although Peter rebuked him in private, Jesus’
reply made witnesses of everyone present. He ad-
dressed Peter as “Satan,” calling him a tempter, the
kind of enemy that would sow weeds in the garden
of God’s reign. “Get out of my sight” is one way to
translate the next text.

What Jesus said to Peter at this moment is exactly
what we heard in Mark 1:20, which says that Peter
followed Jesus. Thus, Jesus came back at Peter with
the message: “You are to follow me, not the other way
around!”

Peter’s reaction to what Jesus had said was as natu-
ral and as narrow as his experience and expectations.
He had grown up on salvation stories that portrayed a
God of power and might. It’s unlikely that either he or
the other disciples had ever interpreted Isaiah’s suf-
fering servant as an image of God or the Messiah.

People suffering under Roman domination were
hardly longing for a savior who would suffer. People
who waited for God to punish the wicked and reward
the good didn’t couldn’t fathom the idea that God’s
chosen one could be put to death. They knew that
isn’t how God works!

Finally, Jesus’ talk about rising on the third day of-
fered small comfort. In their religious imagination,
the third day had nothing to do with clocks or calen-
dars; it was the day of salvation, which could come
in an instant or an eon.

The question Jesus put to the disciples remains
relevant for us today. Who do we say he is? What do
we expect in our interactions with God?

Much as we resist it, the God we meet in Jesus, the
Christ who is our savior, is thoroughly unlike the
materialistic, political or militaristic gods the world
urges us to worship. The God we meet in Jesus does
not squash evil, but takes it in. In Christ, God suffers
evil to transform it. Jesus did not escape the cross,
but revealed evil’s ultimate powerlessness to over-
come with life and love.

The victory of life and love Jesus tried to reveal
to his disciples is what we celebrate this week in the
feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on Sept.
14. The feast celebrates the height and depth and
breadth of the love of God that no evil can overcome.
Yes, this is a mystery, and our liturgy asks us the
same question Jesus’ followers had to answer: Whose
disciples are we?

Knowing that Jesus the Christ is the divine ser-
vant who does not avoid suffering, but transforms it,
are we still ready to get behind him?

[St. Joseph Sr. Mary M. McGlone serves on the congregational
leadership team of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.]

—CNS/Reuters/Nacho Doce
A volunteer carries coffee for people waiting for
a free meal at the Church of Santa Anna in Bar-
celona, Spain, April 21, 2020, during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Power, service and love

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021, TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Wis 2:12,17-20; Ps 54; Jas 3:16-4:3; Mk 9:30-39

By MARY M. McGLONE

istorians tell us that the ancient Incas’

preferred method of incorporating new

groups into their empire was by gift-giv-

ing. A delegation would enter a foreign

territory carrying an abundance of food

and rich offerings to demonstrate how people’s lives

could thrive under their rule. If that didn’t work,
they found other methods to subjugate the group.

The Incas provided a wobbly attempt at something

like Jesus’ model of servant leadership. The great

distinction between the Inca and Christian approach

is that Jesus limited himself to the humble, vulner-

able power of service and attraction, never moving

into coercion. That made him a threat to people who
flaunted their status and strove to control others to
their own advantage.

Today’s selection from the Book of Wisdom por-
trays clearly the fate of prophets like Jesus. Their
humble dealings with others create an implicit cri-
tique of authoritarianism and religious pretension.

As we see everywhere from neighborhood play-
grounds to international politics, people who act
with great generosity, who serve by bringing out the
best in others, are frequently recognized as a threat
by those who need to make their importance felt.

People who strive to be first, whose driving mo-
tivation is their own advantage and advancement,
cannot abide the servant leader. The servant’s style
unmasks their egoism.

At their core, those who wield dominating power
intuit their own weakness. They know that they are
susceptible to anyone with greater power and thus
they must hold ti