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Unusual pairing: a rising from the dead and a day to be wary of —
Everything you hear, read, see. Who could believe it?


https://www.ncronline.org/sections/spirituality
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/jim-ewens
https://www.ncronline.org/join-conversation
https://www.ncronline.org/join-conversation
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Easter+and+April+Fools%2C+All-At-Once+https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncronline.org%2Fprint%2Fpdf%2Fnode%2F164116
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncronline.org%2Fprint%2Fpdf%2Fnode%2F164116
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.ncronline.org/print/pdf/node/164116&via=NCRonline&text=Easter and April Fools, All-At-Once
mailto:?subject=National%20Catholic%20Reporter%3A%20Easter%20and%20April%20Fools%2C%20All-At-Once&body=By%20Jim%20Ewens%20%0AMarch%2030%2C%202018%0A%0AUnusual%20pairing%3A%20a%20rising%20from%20the%20dead%20and%20a%20day%20to%20be%20wary%20of%20%E2%80%94%0AEverything%20you%20hear%2C%20read%2C%20see.%20Who%20could%20believe%20it%3F%0ANot%20the%20apostles%2C%20not%20the%20soldiers%2C%20only%2C%20the%20women.%0A%0ARead%20more%3A%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncronline.org%2Fprint%2Fpdf%2Fnode%2F164116
https://www.ncronline.org/print/pdf/node/164116

Not the apostles, not the soldiers, only, the women.

There to, properly, prepare his body —
If, only, someone could take away the stone for them.

They say Jesus predicted it, on many occasions.

But who could believe — or understand — such a thing?

No one, anywhere, ever, had actually come

Back from the dead. Alive.

The apostles, earlier, had probably thought he was fooling;
Or, maybe, exaggerating, to make some other point, clearer.

How would it be possible — and what would it mean —
For him; for all the rest of us, forever and ever?

Most of the other stories from those wondrous days

Seem all too magical to believe, much less stake a life on:
Quickly disappearing over a meal in Emmaus

Coming through the walls of an enclosed upper room
Showing up on the shore of Galilee, cooking some breakfast
Saying he’'d be with them always, before rising into the sky.

One could, easily, see it all as the ultimate April Fools joke.
Death really is death. Final. No coming back. For anyone. Ever.
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But they kept saying it, again and again: “Jesus has risen, as He said.
For decades, generations, eons. Many even gave their lives for it, as,
Perhaps, fools for Christ, for over thousands of years.

No joke. No fooling. Jesus is alive. And with us still. For all eternity.
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