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Earlier this month, I saw three piano movers uptown using ropes to haul a huge
Steinway up to the 19th floor of an apartment building. The legs were off. The piano
was going in through the window.

The scene left me wanting to become a piano mover when I grow up, but it also had
me asking around, "Had other people seen similar musical miracles in our fair city?"
Indeed they had.
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The time they were in an elevator with a piano.

The time they watched one go up the fire escape.

The time they were a little tipsy at dawn, on their way home from watching the
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade balloons blow up at 4 a.m., and staying flask warm.
The individual telling this story wasn't bragging so much as confessing: "There it was
crawling up the side of the building, its top against the wall. I promised to stop
drinking that day. Then I realized that I wasn't drunk as much as engaging reality
from another perspective. The piano movers were letting the piano climb the side of
the building."

The many people who support the "Green New Deal" and evoke the New Deal that
followed the Great Depression probably wish they could find a piano mover or a
miracle or some music. No one thought that New Deal could be done, either — and
yet it was. People of a certain age still brag about being a part of it. 

Related: To work toward a just society, we need a Green New Deal

I'd love to be a fly on the wall at the after-work gatherings of piano movers. They are
probably saying that they didn't think that one was going to fit. Then they made it
fit.

People who fit things into places where they don't fit are miracle makers. People who
make big things happen don't always believe they are going to be successful all the
time.

Transitioning out of fossil fuels is going to take all the hope we have, plus some we
don't have. Climate author, activist and 350.org co-founder Bill McKibben argues
often in his speeches that the strongest engine is still not as strong as the strongest
metaphor. I don't think he means any one metaphor so much as a compelling set of
metaphors that sound an awful lot like a good graduation speech. Never stop
dreaming. Never let anyone tell you that you can't do something.

So here I offer some pictures of what we need spiritually to transition the New Green
Deal dreams into reality. Spirituality can be a metaphor itself, asking us to think in
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pictures of possibility.

Achieving a large goal is like becoming a wheelbarrow. You lift things that are
too heavy for you to lift without help. Become a wheelbarrow. Wheelbarrows
are a material technology; they are also a spiritual technology, allowing us to
imagine large lifts.
Imagine the joy of feeling like you belong to something that matters. We often
say that homeless people have all their "belongings" in a cart or a shopping
bag. Imagine being spiritually homeless yourself. All your belongings are inside
your hope. Think of those piano movers having a beer and enjoying their
success, hard won as it was. "They said it couldn't be done. They said nobody
could do it." People enjoy collective sacrifice more than they do when they
think they are alone.
Join the epistemological insurgency. When people tell you it can't be done, refer
them to the carrot of belonging and the stick of the status quo. Usually people
change with a combination of the carrot and the stick. You'll belong and feel
better if you try; your children and lifestyle will die if you don't. Play with their
despair and your despair and play with it actively.
Figure out why so many of the psalms are defenders of the earth. Memorize
Psalm 24:1 — "The Earth is the Lord's and the Fullness Thereof." The earth is
not yours, or "theirs," or mine. The earth belongs to the holy; all of it belongs to
the divine. Enjoy what the essayist Pico Iyer describes as "the urgency of
slowing down." Slow down into the beauty of belonging to the earth, which
doesn't belong to you.

Many of us feel like we are too small to matter or that we don't have the team we
need to move pianos, much less the mountains that fill our earth. But when one
small lift joins another small lift, muscle to muscle, wall to wall, mountain to
mountain, miracles can happen. They even pay a bonus: We feel that we are a part
of something beautiful enough to make music in an apartment.

[Donna Schaper is senior minister at Judson Memorial Church in New York City. Her
last book, Never Enough Time: A Practical and Spiritual Guide (Rowman & Littlefield),
suggests people approach "time famines" by rearranging their priorities and
changing the way they think, even if they can't change their circumstances.]
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