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The year ahead will be a big one for people of faith working on behalf of the planet. Along with increasingly
urgent efforts to ease the pain of the climate crisis, 2020 will include a couple of important milestones: The 50th
anniversary of Earth Day on April 22 and the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis completing his encyclical,
“Laudato Si’, Care for our Common Home,” on May 24. EarthBeat anticipates a busy year.

At its best, journalism helps make sense of what would be an otherwise overwhelming flood of information. One
of the biggest boosts to accomplishing that in the digital era is the chance to tap into the wisdom and expertise of
people with way more of both than we could muster on our own. 

That brings me to EarthBeat’s Advisory Panel, a remarkable group of 25 people active, one way or another, in
the nexus of climate change and faith. Recruited by NCR’s director of audience engagement, Sara Wiercinski,
the members are listed alphabetically here. 

At the top of that list is Rev. Jim Antal, an author and activist who serves as the Special Advisor on Climate
Justice to the General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ. Antal is the author of Climate
Church, Climate World, which I recommend as a valuable source of inspiration and support for the year ahead. 

But it’s the publishing Antal does almost every day of the year that I want to call special attention to here: his
Twitter feed.  Key to making sense of the world around us is curating the firehose of information coming at us,
and Antal has become a master curator of climate news by sharpening the art of the retweet. 

Two examples stand out from recent days:

“The 2020s will see the effective end of climate denial. First hand experience will erode the
numbers of those who still deny, though they may still debate cause and need for change. Those
holding tightly to denial will become truly fringe players.” 

— David Wallace-Wells (@dwallacewells) January 1, 2020

And:

My wish for 2020 is for people to stop asking climate activists what gives us hope and start asking
“how can I help?”

— Mary Annaïse Heglar (@MaryHeglar) December 26, 2019

Both of these are retweets of retweets. No matter. What counts is that Antal has brought to us a couple of new
perspectives that can help us make sense of it all.
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The author of the first tweet inserted above, David Wallace-Wells, is the author of one of the most apocalyptic
books in the growing literature of climate change analysis, The Uninhabitable Earth, Life after Warming. Yet he
tweets to a set of quite hopeful climate predictions for the decade ahead by author and former journalist,
Deborah Knuckey. Her four predictions in brief:

The force of first-hand encounters with the climate crisis will pull the rug out from under climate deniers.

Faced with huge write-offs of reserves fast becoming stranded assets, fossil fuel companies will eventually
abandon exploration efforts.

As the legal liability of polluters climbs, insurance companies will raise their rates accordingly, in most
cases prohibitively, or will simply walk away from such business entirely.

The capital markets will begin pouring money into various forms of clean tech.

All of the above will provide, on balance, concrete reasons for hope as opposed to despair.

Among the virtues of Antal’s retweets is the range of opinion they provide, as in that second example above.
Instead of hope, with her good question Mary Heglar is looking for action.

Antal’s Twitter feed is included in the Interfaith Climate Tracker that appears at the bottom of the EarthBeat
homepage, as well as on Twitter itself.

 Here’s some of what’s new on EarthBeat:

Marian Ronan reviews a new biography of Thomas Berry, describing it as almost a memoir of the authors'
work with the noted "geologian."

With the climate crisis hitting Zimbabwe especially hard, Tawanda Karombo reports that Catholic
agencies are doing what they can to help. 

Felicio Pontes Jr., a participant in discussions at the Amazon Synod, argues that next year's UN Climate
conference could learn a thing or two from the synod.  

In his review of a new exhibit at the Smithsonian, Menachem Wecker explains how it connects the
spirituality and the ecology of the American buffalo.    

In our latest Small Earth Story, Gary Moos recounts how climate change got him closer to the world (on a
bike).
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And if that Christmas tree hasn't come down yet, Brian Roewe has some tips for what to do with it.

Other climate-related news:

EcoWatch, a site offering original environmental reporting as well as curation of others' work, offers a top
ten list of what it describes as people-powered accomplishments of the past decade.

You’ve no doubt heard that TIME named Greta Thunberg its person of the year last month. Rev. Leah
Schade, an author and climate activist who writes the EcoPreacher blog, and Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas,
an Episcopal priest also active in climate work, argue that Thunberg is also a prophet for our time. 

Included in The New York Times’ round-up of 2019 climate-related coverage is this useful guide to how
to shop, cook and eat in a warming world. 

Bob Berwyn of Inside Climate News looks at the key scientific discoveries of the 2010’s, a decade he
describes as perhaps “the decade when the fingerprints of climate change became evident in extreme
weather events, from heat waves to destructive storms, and climate tipping points once thought to be far
off were found to be much closer.”

The Sydney Morning Herald is making its coverage of the fires in Australia free to non-subscribers. This
piece explains some of the impact of climate change on the fires -- and vice versa. 

??Upcoming event: The Catholic Climate Covenant is planning what it describes as an intergenerational
Catholic initiative for the fifth anniversary of Laudato Si' and the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. You can sign
up for a Jan. 23 webinar describing the project here. And you can check out additional upcoming climate-related
events on the EarthBeat events calendar. 

Closing beat: 

We close this week’s newsletter with a prayer offered by Jim Antal at a recent program exploring “the moral
imperative to improve planetary health through climate solution:”

Good and gracious God, you are the source of all health and healing. We come together in this
conversation today to understand how it is you might lead us into new ways to deal with the climate
emergency which we and seven generations before us have brought on your creation. Inspire us
today, open our ears and our hearts to the lessons we may learn that may help us provide leadership
in our respective settings. Give us the strength and the courage we need for such a time as this.
Amen. 
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What’s the climate-related question on your mind as we head into this new year and decade? And in the spirit of
the question posed by Mary Heglar in her tweet, what steps do you plan to take yourself this year on behalf of
the planet? You can let me know here. 

Thanks for reading.

Bill Mitchell

NCR Climate Editor

bmitchell@ncronline.org
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