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The White House is seen in Washington at sunrise Jan. 8, 2020. Iran attacked two
bases in Iraq that house American troops with a barrage of missiles early Jan. 8 in
retaliation for the U.S. killing an Iranian general Jan. 3. (CNS/Reuters/Kevin
Lamarque)
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Hours after Iran launched more than a dozen ballistic missiles at two Iraqi bases,
Archbishop Jose H. Gomez, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
issued a statement calling for urgent prayers "that our world's leaders will pursue
dialogue and seek peace."

"In the face of the escalating tensions with Iran," he said, people should join him in
"asking our Blessed Mother Mary, the Queen of Peace, to intercede, that Jesus Christ
might strengthen the peacemakers, comfort the suffering, and protect the innocent
and all those in harm's way, especially the men and women in our military and
diplomatic service."

Iran's missile launch — Jan. 8 in Iraq, late Jan. 7 in the U.S. — was said to be in
retaliation for Washington's targeted killing of Iran's top militia commander, Maj.
Gen. Qassem Soleimani, in Baghdad Jan. 3. The missiles hit the al-Asad airbase,
which houses U.S. troops, and American and coalition forces in the northern Iraqi
town of Irbil, in areas not heavily populated.

During his general audience Jan. 8, Pope Francis also addressed the current situation
in Iraq, offering "a warm welcome to the Arab-speaking pilgrims, especially those
from Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and the Middle East."

"In the saddest moments of our lives, in the most distressing moments and of trial,
we must not be afraid and be bold as Paul was, because God watches over us, he is
always close to us. May the Lord bless you all and always protect you from the evil
one," he said.

President Donald Trump who was scheduled to address the nation Jan. 8 about the
current crisis, tweeted Jan. 7 after the missile attacks: "All is well! Missiles launched
from Iran at two military bases located in Iraq. Assessment of casualties & damages
taking place now. So far, so good! We have the most powerful and well equipped
military anywhere in the world, by far!"
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