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Editor's Note: EarthBeat Weekly is your weekly newsletter about faith and climate change. Below is the May 1 edition.
To receive EarthBeat Weekly in your inbox, sign up here.

Here's something I've been thinking about lately: The terms of the debate.

Last weekend, | read this New Y ork Times article showing Republicans are now responding to the tanking
economy by aggressively attacking climate change policies. Their basic message is that the coronavirus
pandemic is a preview for what Americans will be forced to suffer under any kind of major climate action.
Democrats, they say, would sacrifice the economy and jobs to curb carbon emissions and slow climate change.

It's astrong strategy. It places Democrats on the defensive, forcing them to respond to G.O.P. talking points
rather than push their own. It also presents voters with a simple choice: protect the environment, or protect the
basic standard of living.

Of course, my friends, that choice isafalse one, but it's achoice that | believe has defined the terms of the
environmental debate for quite some time now.

Covering Earth Day last month got me interested in the environmental movement's history, so | recently picked
up the 1971 book Encounters with the Archdruid by John McPhee to get started. In it, McPhee tracks
confrontations between David Brower, the Sierra Club's first executive director, with three of hisideological
foes—aminer, agolf course developer and the United States Bureau of Reclamation. It strikes me that the
debates Brower waged 50 years ago, long before climate change became a household term, were within much of
the same framework as the one Republicans are currently attempting to box climate advocates into.

Check out this exchange between Brower and Charles Park, a geologist who wanted to mine copper near Glacier
Peak in Washington (I've inserted names so you can see who is talking):

Brower: "If we're down to where we have to take copper from places this beautiful, we're down
pretty far."

Park: "Minerals are where you find them. The quantities are finite. It's criminal to waste minerals
when the standard of living of your people depends upon them. ... Y ou have to go get them where
they are. Our standard of living is based on this."

Brower: "For afifty-year cycle, yes. But for the long term, no. We have to drop our standard of
living, so that people a thousand years from now can have any standard of living at all."
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Here's the thing. Back then, in the nascent days of the environmental movement, Brower's willingnessto
sacrifice the short-term standard of living for the sake of long-lasting sustainability might have made sense. But
today, we no longer have to make that choice. The development of clean technology means preventing a climate
crisis now requires deep commitment rather than dreadful sacrifice.

Let's be clear about this. A green recovery plan for the pandemic would be good for the economy and good for
people. A green recovery would not just protect the world for the future, it would improve it in the present.

A study from Oxford University, led by Nobel prize-winning economist Joseph Stiglitz, found that projects that
cut greenhouse gas emissions and stimulate economic activity would provide higher short and long term returns
on government spending than traditional stimulus spending. Investing in clean infrastructure, the study shows,
would actually offer a stronger economic recovery. Not only that, but a green stimulus would also improve the
quality of life for vulnerable low-income and minority communities that have been burdened by the harmful
effects of pollution for generations.

The G.O.P. wants people to focus on what climate action would cost. Climate advocates should emphasize all
thereisto gain.

Advertisement

Here'swhat's new on EarthBeat this week:

¢ With the fifth anniversary approaching of Pope Francis encyclical "Laudato S', on Care for Our Common
Home," EarthBeat wants to give all our readers a chance to read the document. Check out our new series,
Digging Into Laudato Si', for short guided readings and reflections three times a week.

Speaking of Laudato Si', anniversary celebration festivities kick off this weekend. Brian Roewe covers
what you can expect with the nine-day V atican-sponsored event.

This Religion News Service article dives into questions the pandemic raises about the relationship between
humans and animals. Check it out.

In this Small Earth Story, a"Treehugger" mom teaches her children about Laudato Si'.

Like the comic strip at the top? Want to share? Here's the link!

Other climate-related news from this week:

e Coronavirus has pushed the coal industry to the brink. Now, The New Y ork Timesis reporting that
renewable energy is poised to produce more electricity than coal in the U.S. thisyear for the first timein
history. An important milestone.

¢ Want some productive reading? Science News has published alist of 6 books that explore climate science
and solutions.

e Shahzeen Attari, aprofessor at Indiana University, sat down for an interview with The Washington Post to
discuss how psychology makes it hard to solve climate change. "We have this pernicious problem called
'status quo bias." We're kind of stuck in our ways as socia animals, so it's very hard to get people to
change,” she says.

e Speaking of change, if you're looking to alter your diet, Vox hasalist of worst foods for the planet.



https://www.greenbiz.com/article/leading-economists-green-covid-19-recovery-best-jobs-and-growth
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/climate-crisis-will-deepen-pandemic-green-stimulus-plan-can-tackle-both
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/climate-crisis-will-deepen-pandemic-green-stimulus-plan-can-tackle-both
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/what-environmental-justice
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/what-environmental-justice
https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/earthbeat/digging-into-laudato-si%27/stories
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/heres-what-expect-laudato-si-week-popes-ecology-document-turns-five
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/nonhuman-animals-and-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/lockdown-routine-mending-monday-service-saturday
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/francis-chronicles/francis-comic-strip-168
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/13/climate/coronavirus-coal-electricity-renewables.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200514&instance_id=18463&nl=the-morning&regi_id=70374551&segment_id=27760&te=1&user_id=84bfba62718944056e61945a9f4430d6
https://news.google.com/articles/CBMiSmh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnNjaWVuY2VuZXdzLm9yZy9hcnRpY2xlL2NsaW1hdGUtY2hhbmdlLXNjaWVuY2Utc29sdXRpb25zLWJvb2tz0gFOaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2NpZW5jZW5ld3Mub3JnL2FydGljbGUvY2xpbWF0ZS1jaGFuZ2Utc2NpZW5jZS1zb2x1dGlvbnMtYm9va3MvYW1w?hl=en-US&gl=US&ceid=US%3Aen
https://news.google.com/articles/CBMiSmh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnNjaWVuY2VuZXdzLm9yZy9hcnRpY2xlL2NsaW1hdGUtY2hhbmdlLXNjaWVuY2Utc29sdXRpb25zLWJvb2tz0gFOaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2NpZW5jZW5ld3Mub3JnL2FydGljbGUvY2xpbWF0ZS1jaGFuZ2Utc2NpZW5jZS1zb2x1dGlvbnMtYm9va3MvYW1w?hl=en-US&gl=US&ceid=US%3Aen
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2020/05/14/how-our-brains-make-it-hard-solve-climate-change/
https://news.google.com/articles/CAIiEKOiLtsVwSwdfVd_qaHvCCkqGAgEKg8IACoHCAowlOzSATCaiDUw672eBg?hl=en-US&gl=US&ceid=US%3Aen

o AXxios reports wealthy donors that previously funded far-left climate activists are now shifting and
beginning to support more moderate ideas.

¢ Sunrise Movement has launched a new sister movement for those of you who "don't identify as a young
person.” Their launch call istoday at 6:30 p.m. ET.

Upcoming Event:

As part of Laudato Si' week, the Canadian branch of the Global Catholic Climate Movement will host a one-hour
teaching webinar featuring Sister at 1:30 p.m. EST May 20. Sister Priscilla Solomon, CSJ and Sister Linda
Gregg, CSJ, both of the Federation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canadawill lead the webinar. More details and
alink to the registration page here. One advantage of so many events moving online is their accessibility to a
wider audience. If you'd like to expand the audience of your next virtual climate event, please post it here.

Thanks for reading.

Jesse Remedios
NCR staff writer

jremedios@ncronline.org

This story appears in the EarthBeat Weekly feature series. View the full series.
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