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Sindy Kelly Saraiva, 4, feed animals at her home in the countryside near Anapu, in
Brazil's northern Pará state. This once-forested area now sees a high rate of land
conflicts. (CNS Photo/Paul Jeffrey)
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Editor's Note: EarthBeat Weekly is your weekly newsletter about faith and climate
change. Below is the Oct. 9 edition. To receive EarthBeat Weekly in your inbox, sign
up here.

The start of October marks the first anniversary of the Synod for the Amazon, which
put the periphery — the remote Amazon basin — at the center of the Catholic
Church's attention for a month. Many media reports focused on proposals that the
diaconate be opened to women and that married men be ordained so that Catholics
in remote communities could have greater access to the Eucharist. But the
Amazonian indigenous people at the synod, with voice but no vote, had a different
agenda.

They hoped that Pope Francis, as a world leader with a voice on the international
stage, would draw attention to the growing violence against indigenous peoples and
their territories, Gregorio Díaz Mirabal, the leader of an umbrella group of
Amazonian indigenous organizations, told me during a break between sessions.

A year later, the threats to the Amazon basin's people, and the forests and rivers on
which their lives depend, have been compounded by the coronavirus pandemic, as
various synod participants explain in my story for EarthBeat this week.

At first glance, Pope Francis' new encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, seems to say little about
the environment. Read between the lines, though, and the issue is there in the
passages about our "throwaway" society, the choices we make about using the gifts
of the Earth and the way in which we care for the most vulnerable among us.

Patricia Gualinga, a Kichwa leader from Sarayaku, Ecuador, whose small community
has battled oil companies, says Francis is guiding a process that is gradually raising
awareness in the church about the Amazon and its people. Fratelli Tutti, she says,
continues that process.
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For Gualinga, the key is the church's "accompaniment of indigenous peoples in their
struggles, in their defense, in their pain, a closer accompaniment, more in the
territory, more human." The unity of which Francis writes in Fratelli Tutti "became
more visible with the arrival of the pandemic, when it's been necessary to
demonstrate that solidarity, that commitment, to stand together," she says.

"It's all interconnected, and that's the way it should be," Gualinga told me this week.
"Beginning with the encyclical Laudato Si', which promoted love for nature, for
creation, care for the common home. We came down to earth in a fragile part, the
Amazon, with the Amazonian Synod, which deepened the relationship that exists
with the Amazon, its people and their particular characteristics."

The synod underscored the importance of working "without harming cultures,
without committing a new form of colonization," said Gualinga, whose parents are
both active in the Catholic Church, and whose father is also a shaman. And Fratelli
Tutti coincided with the coronavirus pandemic, she said, when we see "that God is
present in the solidarity … that comes out when everyone has to depend on
everyone else. For me, it's all interconnected."

Last year's synod occurred when massive deforestation and fires in the Amazon
were making international headlines. When I spoke with Díaz this week, he told me
that the coronavirus pandemic is being followed by a new wave of destruction by
deforestation, fires and mining, which is affecting indigenous territories.

Although he, like Gualinga, was encouraged by the response of Francis and many
bishops who were at the synod, he notes that not all of the Vatican-based bishops
were supportive of the indigenous people's call for action. "They didn't say anything
publicly, but you could tell they disagreed," he said. And "with their silence, with
their lack of understanding," he added, they give tacit support to the forces of
destruction in the Amazon "by omission."

"There are 1.3 billion Catholics in the world," Díaz said. "On Sundays, there may be
1.3 billion people praying. That's powerful. I believe in that. But it would be more
powerful if they did something – if they stopped eating meat, if they stopped
investing in oil. Catholics may have 10 cars at home, they have airplanes, they
invest in oil and mining companies, but they pray on Sunday just the same. I think
there should also be investment in indigenous peoples … economic support directly
for the defense of the Amazon and indigenous peoples."
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Díaz added, "We understand that the pope is committed to it, but the pope alone
won't be able to do it. He needs his army, his people, his family, which consists of
1.3 billion people. That would be very powerful for us."

In other news on EarthBeat this week:

"Creation needs Congress to act," Archbishop Paul Coakley, head of the U.S.
bishops' domestic justice office, told the co-chairs of the Senate Climate
Solutions Caucus at a virtual meeting on Oct. 1. Staff writer Brian Roewe notes
that the archbishop pointed out that climate issues must be addressed with
legislation, not with executive orders that can too easily be repealed, as the
administration of President Donald Trump is doing with measures implemented
under his predecessor, former President Barack Obama.

In concern for creation, the world's religions stand on common ground, Roewe
reports about Faith for Earth — A Call for Action, a new book from the United
Nations and the world's religious communities, which describes the myriad
ways in which people of many faiths revere nature and protect the
environment.

Reflecting on the readings for St. Francis' feast day, NCR columnist and St.
Joseph Sr. Mary M. McGlone traces our rapacious treatment of the earth back to
the breakdown in humans' relationships with one another and with creation in
the Genesis story. "Whereas Genesis spoke of Abel's blood crying out to God
from the earth, [Pope] Francis tells us that sister Earth herself 'now cries out to
us because of the harm we have inflicted on her' by plundering and 'seeing
ourselves as her lords and masters,'" she writes.

If Trump is re-elected on Nov. 3, it would mean "game over for the climate,"
says noted climate scientist Michael Mann. But Mann also offers some hopeful
news, reports Mark Hertsgaard in The Guardian, as part of the Covering Climate
Now partnership in which EarthBeat participates. Because of the way the ocean
absorbs carbon dioxide, if human-caused greenhouse gas emissions were
slashed to zero tomorrow, it could take only a few years for the earth's
temperature to stop rising, instead of the two to three decades that scientists
have been predicting.
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In some of what's new in other climate news this week:

The Church of England Pension Board this week finished divesting its portfolio
of all holdings in Exxon Mobil Corp., because "the oil giant failed to set goals to
reduce emissions produced by its customers," write Akshat Rathi and Alastair
Marsh at Bloomberg Green. That news came just after Rathi and Kevin Crowley
reported on leaked documents showing that Exxon's plans for expanding
production would have increased emissions by 17% by 2025.

The coronavirus pandemic could have a silver lining if it spurs policies that
reduce air pollution — thereby saving lives, write Philip J Landrigan, Aaron
Bernstein and Agnes Binagwaho in a commentary in The Lancet Planetary
Health. The clearer skies over many cities during pandemic lockdowns "enable
us to imagine a world in which improvements in air quality are permanent,
skies are blue, and the numbers of premature deaths caused by air pollution
are greatly diminished," they say.

In an end run around a court ruling in favor of territorial sovereignty for Native
American tribes in Oklahoma, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has
given the state regulatory control over environmental affairs on most tribal
lands, Ti-Hua Chang in The Young Turks, also part of the Covering Climate Now
partnership.

Upcoming events:

A diverse group of experts will discuss a "Just Transition to Clean Energy" at the
annual conference of the Seventh Generation Interfaith Coalition for Responsible
Investment (SGI-CRI), to be held virtually this year on Oct. 12 from 3:30 to 5 p.m.
central time. You can find more information about this and other events here.

Closing beat:

Last week, we asked you to recommend resources that others might use to continue
reflecting on our relationship with creation.

Reader Ferdinanda Van Gennip of Windsor, Ontario, Canada, writes: "Most helpful
and inspiring for faith groups who pray together are two prayer books by John Philip
Newell. Praying in a way that heightens awareness of our intimate connection with
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earth and with all of creation can spur us to act in ways that help address the
climate crisis. Love rather than panic or fear become our motivation." She
recommends Celtic Benediction: Morning and Night Prayer and Sounds of the
Eternal, A Celtic Psalter: Morning & Night Prayer.

What resources do you, your family or your faith community use to deepen your
awareness of your relationship with creation? Send your suggestions to
earthbeat@ncronline.org, and we will share some of them.

As always, thanks for reading EarthBeat! If you like EarthBeat Weekly, why not share
it with a friend? Feel free to forward this newsletter or pass along the link to
EarthBeat Weekly on our website. And if you're reading this issue in your browser
and would like to receive it in your inbox, you can sign up here for weekly delivery.

Barbara Fraser

NCR Climate Editor

bfraser@ncronline.org
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