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President Joe Biden speaks at the White House in Washington Jan. 26, 2021. (CNS
photo/Reuters/Kevin Lamarque)
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Presidential executive orders related to environmental protection and climate
change have gained the support of Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City,
chairman of the U.S. bishops' Committee on Domestic Justice and Human
Development.

President Joe Biden's actions "resonate deeply with an integral ecology that listens
to the 'least of these,'" as expressed in Pope Francis' encyclical, "Laudato Si', on
Care for Our Common Home," the archbishop said in a Feb. 3 statement released by
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

He added that Biden's steps to restore regulations governing automobile emission
standards, hazardous air pollutants and the integrity of the Environmental Policy Act,
all of which the USCCB previously supported, "speak of a commitment to restoring
public health and the common home."

While recognizing that Biden's orders recommit the nation to "robust and integrated
climate mitigation policies," Coakley also urged the president to emphasize other
steps.

Among them are environmental justice, climate adaptation and resilience, the need
for clean air, clean water and the conservation of land, ecosystems and agriculture,
and a just transition and revitalization of communities reliant on the energy industry.

Since becoming president Jan. 20, Biden has signed several orders addressing
environmental concerns including reentering the U.S into the Paris climate
agreement; pausing and reviewing oil and gas drilling on federal land; eliminating
fossil fuel subsidies; building clean energy jobs; transitioning the government's large
fleet of cars and truck to electric vehicles; and addressing pollution that
disproportionately affects disadvantaged communities.
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