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Editor's Note: EarthBeat Weekly is your weekly newsletter about faith and climate
change. Below is the March 12 edition. To receive EarthBeat Weekly in your inbox, 
sign up here.

The communities most vulnerable to COVID-19 and extreme weather were at risk
even before the coronavirus pandemic upended lives around the world.

This week on EarthBeat, we've joined with the rest of the staff of NCR and Global
Sisters Report to look back at the year since the novel coronavirus was declared a
national emergency in the U.S. on March 13, 2020.

Early on, people said COVID-19 was a great equalizer — because it was new, no one
was immune, so we'd all suffer equally. It didn't take long to realize that wasn't the
case at all.

People whose health was already at risk, because of chronic illnesses such as
diabetes and heart disease, were particularly vulnerable to COVID-19. So were
people who live in "food deserts," where they lack access to fresh fruits, vegetables
and other products necessary for a healthy diet.

Those are some of the reasons why COVID-19 has hit Native American communities
especially hard, as I learned when I interviewed several people who work at the Red
Cloud Indian School on the Oglala Lakota Nation's Pine Ridge Reservation in South
Dakota.

Some of the same factors lie behind the disproportionately higher COVID-19
mortality rates in Black- and Hispanic-majority urban neighborhoods. Those
communities are also more likely to be surrounded by industrial sites where air,
water and soil pollution have affected people's health for several generations.
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In his reporting for NCR's "Coronavirus: One year later" series, NCR environment
correspondent Brian Roewe found that the pandemic has underscored weaknesses
in U.S. and global food supply chains. Those shortcomings could be exacerbated by
the weather extremes that come with a changing climate — as Catholic Charities
agencies in Texas discovered when a severe winter storm struck during the
pandemic.

The combination of climate change and the pandemic also puts the spotlight on
cities, which produce the most greenhouse gas emissions and also have registered
the largest number of COVID-19 cases. While that sounds like bad news, experts say
it gives cities the opportunity to make equity the cornerstone of their post-pandemic
plans.

If the coronavirus has taught us anything, it's that we will not be able to make
people and communities more resilient to both pandemics and climate change
unless we eliminate the racial injustices that underlie longstanding inequities.

Here's what we've heard from EarthBeat readers this week:

Dimitris Stevis, a professor in Colorado State University's Department of
Environmental Affairs and Political Science, responded to EarthBeat's Feb. 26 profile
of environmental justice crusader Hazel Johnson.
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Regenerative agriculture improves soil health. (Gabriel Jimenez/Unsplash)

He writes: "Thank you for your articles on the environment and environmental
justice, particularly on Hazel Johnson and Robert Bullard. I am writing, however, to
indicate that calling anyone the 'father' or 'mother' of a movement detracts from the
complex processes that give rise to movements and the many people who worked to



make environmental justice a reality during the 1970s and earlier. It produces a
narrative that is individualistic, marginalizes others (not me, to be clear) and is also
inaccurate."

And in response to one of the reflections in EarthBeat's "A Climate-Conscious Lent"
series, Jeannette Love recommended watching "Kiss the Ground," a documentary
about reducing greenhouse gas emissions through agricultural practices that restore
the soil and work with natural ecosystems instead of destroying them.

She writes: "It is one of the best about climate change that is sharing what is being
done. Instead of dwelling on the dire situation with climate change which we have
heard, and which instills fear and paralysis, they dwell on what can be done and
what is being done. That is exciting and brings hope! We can all do this in our little
piece of earth in our own backyards!"

Here's what else is new on EarthBeat this week:

Roewe reports on "Sacred People, Sacred Earth," which organizers say was the
largest worldwide protest to date by faith groups pressuring governments and
corporations to take specific actions on climate change, including stopping
investment in fossil fuels and activities that promote deforestation.

Disha Ravi, a 22-year-old Indian climate activist became a household name in
India after police charged her with sedition under a colonial-era law that carries
a sentence up to life in prison, write Krutika Pathi and Sheikh Saaliq of The
Associated Press.

EarthBeat's A Climate-Conscious Lent series continues, with Fr. Emmet Farrell
reflecting on water, biodiversity and cities.

And here's some of what's new in other climate news:

Bruce Lieberman at Yale Climate Connections explains the political pushback
that is likely to greet the Biden administration's ambitious goal of protecting
30% of U.S. land and ocean territory by 2030. Meanwhile, the administration
cleared one hurdle with the Senate's confirmation of Michael Regan to head the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, reports Valerie Volcovici at Reuters.
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Petaluma, California, has become the first U.S. city to ban new gas stations and
prohibit expansion of existing ones, except for adding battery charging or
hydrogen fuel facilities, writes Kimberly White for The Planetary Press, a partner
in the Covering Climate Now consortium.

James McCarten at Canada's National Observer reports that the debate in the
U.S. over cross-border oil pipelines is resulting in more rail shipments of oil from
Canada, raising fears of another disaster like the one in 2013 that killed 47
people and leveled half of downtown Lac-Mégantic, Quebec.

With rising sea levels and stronger storm surges expected as global
temperatures increase, there is a growing risk that flooding of toxic waste sites
in the U.S. could endanger surrounding communities, report Joce Sterman, Alex
Brauer and Andrea Nejman for ABC station KTXS12 in Texas.

Phoebe Weston at The Guardian reports on several recent studies that show
that it makes more economic sense to leave most areas such as woodlands and
wetlands in their natural state than to convert them to farmland or extract the
timber.

China, which consumes more than one-quarter of all the world's meat, including
half the global pork production, may be girding for a vegan revolution, reports
Crystal Reid at The Guardian.

Advertisement

Upcoming events:

Loyola University Chicago's School of Environmental Sustainability will host a Virtual
Climate Change Conference on the theme "Accompanying Youth to a Hope-Filled
Future" on March 15 to 18.

Activities will include a keynote conversation with youth climate activists Vic Barrett
and Dejah Powell, an intergenerational conversation between the keynote activists
and their mentors, a panel discussion on how climate change is driving displacement
and the plight of climate migrants, a panel on climate advocacy through art, and a
discussion with indigenous youth activists. 
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You can find more information about this and other events on the EarthBeat Events
page.

Closing beat:

Turning down Earth's thermostat requires action by countries and corporations, but
individuals can make a difference, too.

Some young people in my city of Lima, Peru, have started a composting business —
for a small fee, they'll pick up kitchen scraps once a week and periodically deliver a
bag of compost in return. The bulk of the compost, though, goes to community
gardens in neighborhoods that lack green space. It's one of those projects that gives
me hope.

What's going on in your community, at the grassroots, that gives you hope? Drop us
a line at earthbeat@ncronline.org, or tell us about it in 150 words or less in a Small
Earth Story.

If you like EarthBeat Weekly, please spread the word! Feel free to pass along the link
to EarthBeat Weekly on our website. Or if you prefer, you can sign up here to receive
the newsletter in your inbox every Friday. Thank you for reading EarthBeat!

This story appears in the EarthBeat Weekly feature series. View the full series.
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