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Young people from the Mura tribe are pictured in a file photo at a deforested area on unmarked Indigenous lands inside the Amazon rainforest near Humaita, Brazil. (CNS/Reuters/Ueslei Marcelino)
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As representatives from nearly 200 countries gather for the United Nations
Biodiversity Conference in Montreal, environmental activists living in the Amazon
region hope the conference's proposals will generate new projects in favor of the
forest and the populations that live in the region.

"More than half of the world's remaining tropical forests are in the Amazon biome,"
said Ima Célia Vieira, researcher and adviser to REPAM, the Pan-Amazonian Church
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Network, in Brazil.

Vieira says it is a consensus in the scientific community that the Amazon is key in
conserving biodiversity and regulating the planet's climate and that Brazil has
already shown it is possible to understand the region and contain the destruction of
the Amazon through strong institutions and close supervision.
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For Deacon Alirio Cáceres Aguirre of the Archdiocese of Bogotá, Colombia, the
Amazon region not only helps remedy the climate emergency, but, due to the
complexity of its biome, regulates the heartbeat of the earth.

"The Amazon is the cradle of a new way of living Christianity. The Amazon loves
itself, takes care of itself, defends itself. The Amazon is not for sale. It is not only a
task of bishops, it is the community of baptized who, from their diversity, navigate
(this region), proclaiming the full and overflowing life announced by Jesus," said
Deacon Aguirre, who is also a member of the Mesoamerican Ecclesial Ecological
Network, linked to the Ecclesial Conference of the Amazon.

The deacon said one of the things to watch for at COP15 was the influence the
church's social doctrine may have among the decision makers from the different
countries.

Elder Ka'nahsohon Kevin Deer speaks during a ceremony prior to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau making an announcement supporting Indigenous-led conservation during COP15, the U.N. Biodiversity Conference, in Montreal Dec. 7, 2022. (CNS/Reuters/Christinne Muschi)
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He said a church present in the Amazon is linked to the systemic change explained
in the papal documents Laudato Si', Fratelli Tutti and Querida Amazonia.

"Our civilization requires a profound ecological conversion. To do this, it must have
the wisdom of the original peoples who have lived with the jungle for thousands of
years without destroying it," said the deacon.



However, he said, prior conferences indicate that the U.N. is ineffective when it
comes to determining the compliance of agreements, and something similar may
occur with COP15.

"The lack of political will to finance the Aichi (biodiversity) targets, agreed upon at
COP10 in Nagoya, Japan, in 2010, has been evident," he said.

Deacon Aguirre said COP10's Strategic Plan for Biological Diversity 2011–2020 died,
while the loss of biodiversity has grown exponentially since 1970, reaching 69%.
During the same period, the deforestation rate in the Amazon has exceeded 20%,
and the increase in its average temperature is above 1°C, according to the World
Wide Fund for Nature.

An aerial view shows a deforested plot of the Amazon rainforest in Manaus, Brazil, July 8, 2022. As representatives from nearly 200 countries gather for the U.N. Biodiversity Conference in Montreal, environmental activists living in the Amazon region hope the conference's proposals will generate new projects in favor of the forest and the populations that live in the region. (CNS/Reuters/Bruno Kelly)
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He said members of the Ecclesial Conference of the Amazon believe COP15 must
provide a world framework for biological diversity.

But this, he notes, requires an "economy with a soul," in which people put the
common good before individual interests.

Deacon Aguirre stressed that the Amazon "cannot be considered a commodity." He
said countries must put a moratorium on projects that include fossil fuels and
mining.

Vieira agreed.

"It is important that governments and companies make a commitment to reduce
subsidies for activities that destroy biodiversity. It is also important to have a plan
for the expansion and maintenance of protected areas, respect for the rights of
traditional peoples and their territories," she said.

Indigenous people from the Munduruku tribe are pictured in a file photo during a demonstration in Brasilia, Brazil, to request demarcation of Indigenous lands in the Amazon rainforest. (CNS/Reuters/Adriano Machado)



Indigenous people from the Munduruku tribe are pictured in a file photo during a
demonstration in Brasilia, Brazil, to request demarcation of Indigenous lands in the
Amazon rainforest. (CNS/Reuters/Adriano Machado)

Vieira said since 2002, members of the Biodiversity Convention have committed to
reducing the rate of biodiversity loss, but they have failed. Only two of the 22
proposed global targets were achieved. For a Montreal agreement, political
advances are needed for a new pact capable of curbing the loss of species, she said.

"With the advance of deforestation in the Amazon and the worsening risk to
biodiversity, the responsibility of participants in Montreal increases. The future of the
planet's biological diversity is at stake," she said.

Deacon Aguirre put it another way: "Walking together, in synodality, let us nations
go from saying to doing, so that the life revealed in the Amazon is admired and
protected from the petty interests that threaten it."

This story appears in the COP15 Montreal feature series. View the full series.
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