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Bishop Mark Seitz of El Paso, Texas, greets a Salvadoran migrant in Ciudad Juarez,
Mexico, June 27, 2019, who was deported from the U.S. after crossing the Paso del
Norte international border from El Paso. (OSV News/Reuters/Jose Luis Gonzalez)
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At the start of National Migration Week, taking place this year Sept. 22-28, the
chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' Committee on Migration invited
the faithful to join "The Cabrini Pledge" and be guardians of hope for migrants and
refugees.

Named after St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, patron saint of immigrants and the first U.S.
citizen to be canonized, the pledge was launched "as a reminder of our Church and
nation's immigrant heritage and a call to deeper engagement with our faith in
response to current events," according to a webpage explaining this initiative.

In a video message, Bishop Mark Seitz of El Paso, Texas, recalled that "during her
life of service, Mother Cabrini often faced great trials as an immigrant, a woman, and
an advocate for the poor, but she never relented in her determination to build an
empire of hope, sustained by her relationship with Christ in the Eucharist and in the
face of those she served."

An ltalian immigrant who adopted this country as her own, Cabrini also faced
"discrimination and seemingly impossible odds, (yet) she never succumbed to
hopelessness. With relentless faith, she accompanied her fellow immigrants and
others living on the margins of society with a great missionary zeal," the pledge's
webpage reads.

"Mother Cabrini’s challenges, and the challenges of those she served, are not unique
among the generations of Catholics and immigrants in general who have come to
this land," said the initiative, and her witness can help in the "present reality in the
life of our Church and nation."
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Launched in English and Spanish, the pledge-signing initiative's call to be guardians
of hope also resonates with Pope Leo XIV's message for World Migrant and Refugee
Day, in which he said that "migrants and refugees remind the Church of her pilgrim
dimension, perpetually journeying towards her final homeland, sustained by a hope
that is a theological virtue."

In addition to offering resources — including USCCB documents on Catholic social
teaching, prayers, and information about migration policies — the actions the pledge
invites people to take include "to affirm, in word and deed, the inherent dignity of
every person, regardless of immigration status or country of origin, seeing each as a
child of God before all else."

The pledge also invites people to make a commitment to fraternal encounter, civic
dialogue, and prayer for all those who are searching for a new home, as well as to
listen to the realities of migrants and refugees and the circumstances they face and
to consider how they are called to "reflect the love and hope of Christ to others."

The week prior, the USCCB reiterated its longstanding efforts to show solidarity with
immigrants "amid the fear and anxiety prompted by current immigration
enforcement efforts." In a Sept. 28 statement, the bishops also said that "National
Migration Week invites Catholics across the country to reflect on how hope can
shape and inform our collective response to migration."

In his video about "The Cabrini Pledge," Seitz invited people to "make an intentional
commitment to living out the Gospel not in abstraction but through acts of solidarity
that affirm the human dignity of every person."

"Through prayer, encounter, and civic engagement, we can transform fear into
compassion and create a world where no one feels less than human because of their
immigration status," Seitz said.

This story appears in the Immigration and the Church feature series. View the full
series.
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