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Every weekday afternoon at around 5:30, before Dad got home, Mom would change
her dress. She also told any of us whose face or clothes gave evidence of outdoor
play to clean up as well. She taught us that dressing nicely demonstrated our
appreciation for family and our dinner table, a table that was always fun, open to
anyone we might want to invite, and never devoid of guests on a weekend. This was
Mom's version of today's parable.

In a tradition that envisioned heaven as a luscious banquet open to the whole world,
Jesus described some pitiful people who chose not to accept their king's invitation to
celebrate with him. Perhaps they thought they had more important things to do.
Perhaps they heard the invitation as some kind of a threat or insult. Some of them
even brought violence upon themselves by attacking the king's servants, creating a
situation that countered everything the king wanted to offer.

The king told his servants that those invited guests were "not worthy" to come to the
banquet. What did he mean by that?

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 11, 2026

Isaiah 25:6-10a 
Psalm 23 
Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
Matthew 22:1-14 

In each Eucharistic celebration we pray, "Lord, I am not worthy ..." For some, this
prayer expresses awe at God's greatness and/or an admission of their own
imperfection or lack of dignity. (In Spanish, the phrase used for "not worthy," is "not
dignified enough.") There are other ways to interpret this idea.

The Greek term used here for being "worthy," is axios, the word used when scales
prove that two things are of equal weight. Understood this way, the king was saying
that the first guests were not equal to the invitation, as if participation in such a
banquet was too much for them. But why? 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/101126.cfm


To understand, we might look at Jesus' own practice of celebrating meals. Nowhere
in the Gospels does Jesus refuse to eat or associate with anyone — in fact, people
often criticized him for letting just anybody join in his company and table. 

If we think of Jesus as the king, the story takes an interesting twist. It could be that
the guests who avoided the banquet considered themselves too dignified to join the
sort of crowd that would be invited. 

The invitees' responses could hardly have been blunter or more insulting. Some
simply walked away, snubbing the invitation. Others were bold enough to say, "I'd
prefer to work my fields," or "I have far more important business to attend to —
there's simply not time on my agenda for your celebration." Worst of all, some killed
the king's servants, proving their contempt for the king and the kind of life he
wanted to share with everyone. None of these were equal to sharing the joy the king
offered.

In response, the king made an obvious show of making the type of guest list the
"important" people spurned. He sent servants out like before, only this time to find
any and everyone who would join in his style of banqueting. There would have been
pilgrims, beggars and even people with diseases. There were impoverished people
who had never dreamed of such a feast, reputable folks and scoundrels, sinners and
saints and surely even a few rich folk who loved a party more than prestige.
Eventually, the hall was overflowing with diners.
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Greeting the guests, the king came upon one who refused to don the festive
costume of the others. Was this a spy, a mocker, or just someone who wanted to
demonstrate disgust for the king's style of operation?

While the king could happily mix with good and bad alike, this one was unacceptable
precisely because he was unaccepting. He refused to appreciate the communion
enjoyed among the rest. By refusing to identify with others by dressing for a gala, he
effectively banished himself from the environment the king had created. 

A great irony here is that it was the king's presence that gave the celebration its
unsurpassable importance. Those who shunned the party effectively made
themselves unfit for the company of the king.



Isaiah teaches that our life with God is like participating in a lavish banquet to which
everyone is invited. Nobody deserves an invitation any more than they deserved to
be born. Life and the banquet are free gifts that make everyone equally important.

Today's readings invite us to meditate on the truth that the invitation to share divine
life is a free gift. Rather than attempt to be worthy, our vocation is to continually
expand our capacity to receive divine life and enjoy the banquet of God's self-giving.
The humble decision to receive gifts we could never deserve is the wedding garment
God hopes we will wear every day.

And God says, "Have fun!"


