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The title page of the new Roman Missal issued by Pope John Paul II in Latin in 2002. (CNS photo - Nancy
Wiechec)
WASHINGTON -- Catholics in the United States will begin using the long-awaited English translation of the
Roman Missal on the first Sunday of Advent in 2011, Cardinal Francis E. George of Chicago said Aug. 20.
The cardinal's announcement as president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops marks the formal
beginning of a more than 15-month period of education and training leading to the first use of the "third typical
edition" of the Roman Missal at English-language Masses in the United States on Nov. 27, 2011.
The missal, announced by Pope John Paul II in 2000 and first published in Latin in 2002, has undergone a
lengthy and rigorous translation process through the International Commission on English in the Liturgy,
followed by sometimes heated discussions over particular wording at USCCB general assemblies during much
of the past decade.
The USCCB said April 30 that the Vatican has given its "recognitio," or confirmation, of the new English
translation of the missal, but final editing by Vatican officials was continuing at that time.
In a decree of proclamation sent to the U.S. bishops Aug. 20, Cardinal George said, "The use of the third edition
of the Roman Missal enters into use in the dioceses of the United States of America as of the first Sunday of
Advent, Nov. 27, 2011. From that date forward, no other edition of the Roman Missal may be used in the
dioceses of the United States of America."
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