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Bosnia's Catholic leaders say real dialogue impeded by
injustices
by Jonathan Luxmoore by Catholic News Service
WARSAW, Poland -- Catholic leaders in Bosnia-Herzegovina said real ethnic and religious dialogue is
not occurring and not all religions have equal rights.
"Real dialogue" is being impeded by "legalized war crimes and injustices," as well as by failure to
implement the peace accord that ended the country's 1992-95 war, said Msgr. Ivo Tomasevic, secretarygeneral of Bosnian bishops' conference.
Tomasevic welcomed a September interfaith peace appeal, issued in Sarajevo after an international peace
meeting sponsored by the Rome-based Sant'Egidio Community gathered 2,000 Catholic, Orthodox,
Protestant, Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist and Hindu representatives.
However, in an interview Wednesday with Catholic News Service, he said the country still lacks a firm
foundation for religious and ethnic coexistence.
"Peace is firstly a gift from God, so it's important all faiths and confessions pray for it together," he said.
"But we also need to work for peace, at a time when our Catholic population has almost halved and the
Catholic presence in Sarajevo is dwindling year by year."
Tomasevic said participants had expressed a wish to create a zone of peace in Bosnia-Herzegovina, where
more than 100,000 people died in the war.
Earlier, the president of the Bosnian bishops' conference told the Croatian daily Vecernji List that he had
questioned claims at the meeting that his country offered an example of religious and ethnic reconciliation.

"In no other European country has the plight of Catholics been as dramatic as here -- at least half have
left, and those who remain have problems finding a roof over their heads, food, jobs and conditions for
life," Bosnian Bishop Franjo Komarica of Banja Luka said in the interview, published Sunday.
"I pointed this out many times during the meeting and was warned participants knew nothing about these
things," he added. "I accepted this, although I don't know whether people are uninformed, or rather
uninterested."
Bosnian newspapers said Bosnia's Grand Mufti Mustafa Ceric had rejected complaints by Catholic and
Orthodox leaders at the meeting that growing Muslim domination had left Christians with no future in
Sarajevo.
A statement issued by participants at the end of the Sept. 8-11 meeting said Bosnia was a reminder of
hostilities caused by religious and ethnic differences, but also of the "grace of dialogue" and of "how to
build the future."
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"Religious and national communities in Sarajevo remind us war is a great evil and leaves a poisoned
legacy," the statement said. "Although we are different, we unanimously believe different people can live
together fruitfully anywhere in the world. This is possible in Sarajevo and elsewhere -- we must prepare
responsibly for the future."
Catholics made up 18 percent of the 4.3 million citizens of Bosnia-Herzegovina, with Muslims and
Orthodox Serbs constituting 44 percent and 35 percent, respectively, before the war, which ended with the
formation of separate Serb and Croat-Muslim territories in a united country.
Tomasevic told CNS religious leaders could not make the political decisions needed to create firmer
foundations for peace, adding that he feared the meeting's final statement could be misused by local
politicians.
"The peace meeting was all very well, but we still need a more-just society where the three constituent
peoples will have equal rights," Tomasevic said.
"It's important we shape consciences so people will be open to dialogue and tolerant of differences. But
injustices are occurring not just at the level of power, but in ordinary life as well," he said. "Until a better
foundation is created, our personal goodness will not be enough."
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