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Francis: 'Attachment to money destroys'
NCR Staff
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From Vatican Radio [1]:
Greed, attachment to money, destroys people, destroys families and relationships with others: That was Pope
Francis' message Monday morning during Mass in Santa Marta. The invitation is not to choose poverty per se,
but to use the wealth that God gives us to help those in need.
Commenting on the day's Gospel, in which a man asks Jesus to intervene to resolve a problem of inheritance
with his brother, Francis spoke about the problem of our relationship with money:
"This is a day-to-day problem. How many families have we seen destroyed by the problem of money? Brother
against brother, father against son. This is the first result that this attitude of being attached to money does: it
destroys! When a person is attached to money, he destroys himself, he destroys the family. Money destroys! It
does, doesn't it? It binds you. Money serves to bring about many good things, so many works for human
development, but when your heart is attached in this way, it destroys you."
Jesus tells the parable of the rich man who lives to gather "treasures for himself but is not rich in what matters to
God." Jesus' warning is to stay away from any kind of greed:
"That's what does harm: greed in my relationship with money. Having more, having more, having more... It
leads you to idolatry, it destroys your relationship with others. It's not money, but the attitude, what we call
greed. Then too this greed makes you sick, because it makes you think of everything in terms of money. It
destroys you, it makes you sick. And in the end ? this is the most important thing ? greed is an instrument of
idolatry because it goes along a way contrary to what God has done for us. Saint Paul tells us that Jesus Christ,
who was rich, made Himself poor to enrich us. That is the path of God: humility, to lower oneself in order to
serve. Greed, on the other hand, takes us on a contrary path: You, who are a poor human, make yourself God for
vanity's sake. It is idolatry!"
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