Published on National Catholic Reporter (https://www.ncronline.org)
November 11, 2013 at 10:01am

Nuncio tells bishops to be pastoral
by Thomas Reese
NCR Today
Fall bishops' meeting 2013
Pope Francis' representative to the U.S. Church called on the American bishops to be pastoral witnesses
not ideologues. He pointed to Pope Francis who "is giving us, by his own witness, an example of how to
live a life attuned to the values of the Gospel."
In his talk to the bishops, Archbishop Carlo Vigano quoted Pope Paul VI, "Modern man listens more
willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if it does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses."
This quote comes from Evangelli Nuntiandi, which Pope Francis said is "the greatest pastoral document
written to date." This endorsement is extraordinary considering the number of documents coming from
Rome since it was published in 1975.
Archbishop Vigano also noted that Pope Francis "made a special point of saying that he wants 'pastoral'
bishops, not bishops who profess or follow a particular ideology."
He concluded by urging the bishops "to preserve a spirit of real unity among yourselves and, of course,
with the successor of Peter, trusting in the way he sees best to live out his mission to mankind."
[Jesuit Fr. Thomas Reese is a senior analyst for NCR. His email address is treesesj@ncronline.org.
Follow him on Twitter: @ThomasReeseSJ.]

Advertisement

In This Series
Behind scenes, Catholic bishops seek an exit strategy for Obamacare mandate
Nov 22, 2013

What's new with the American bishops?
Nov 19, 2013

Bishop: We didn't do all that much in Baltimore
Nov 14, 2013

The "Sanity Caucus" Wins
Nov 14, 2013

US bishops again reaffirm health care mandate opposition
Nov 13, 2013
View all ?
Source URL (retrieved on 02/24/2018 - 1:01pm): https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/ncr-today/nunciotells-bishops-be-pastoral
Links:
[1] https://www.ncronline.org/donate?clickSource=article-end
[2] https://www.ncronline.org/node/160616

