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Pope's quotes: Life is a journey
by NCR Staff
The Francis Chronicles
A quote from Pope Francis:
?Always remember this: life is a journey. It is a path, a journey to meet Jesus. At the end, and forever. A
journey in which we do not encounter Jesus is not a Christian journey. It is for the Christian to continually
encounter Jesus, to watch him, to let himself be watched over by Jesus, because Jesus watches us with
love; he loves us so much, he loves us so much and he is always watching over us. To encounter Jesus
also means allowing oneself to be gazed upon by him. ?But, Father, you know,? one of you might say to
me, ?you know that this journey is horrible for me, I am such a sinner, I have committed many sins... how
can I encounter Jesus?? And you know that the people whom Jesus most sought out were the greatest
sinners; and they reproached him for this, and the people ? those who believed themselves righteous ?
would say: this is no true prophet, look what lovely company he keeps! He was with sinners... And he
said: I came for those in need of salvation, in need of healing. Jesus heals our sins. And along the way
Jesus comes and forgives us ? all of us sinners, we are all sinners ? even when we make a mistake, when
we commit a sin, when we sin. And this forgiveness that we receive in Confession is an encounter with
Jesus. We always encounter Jesus.?
- Pastoral visit to the Roman Parish of Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Dec. 1, 2013
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