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Pope's quotes: Minority are strong
by NCR Staff
The Francis Chronicles
A quote from Pope Francis:
Eugenio Scalfari: You Christians are now a minority. ? In the world, there are a billion Catholics
or more, and with other Christian churches there are over a billion and a half, but the population of
the planet is 6 or 7 billion people. There are certainly many of you, especially in Africa and Latin
America, but you are a minority.
Pope Francis: "Personally I think that being a minority is actually a strength. We have to be a leavening
of life and love and the leavening is infinitely smaller than the mass of fruits, flowers and trees that are
born out of it. I believe I have already said that our goal is not to proselytize but to listen to needs, desires
and disappointments, despair, hope. We must restore hope to young people, help the old, be open to the
future, spread love. Be poor among the poor. We need to include the excluded and preach peace.
?Vatican II, inspired by Pope Paul VI and John, decided to look to the future with a modern spirit and to
be open to modern culture. The Council Fathers knew that being open to modern culture meant religious
ecumenism and dialogue with non-believers. But afterwards very little was done in that direction. I have
the humility and ambition to want to do something."

-- ?The light we bear in our souls,? interview with Pope Francis by Eugenio Scalfari in La Repubblica
Oct. 1, 2013
Editor?s note: We can send you a biweekly email alert with content from The Francis Chronicles.
Follow the directions on our email alert signup page.
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