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Be honest, discover what you hold dear to your heart
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Pope Francis told a group of young people to be honest with themselves and others and figure out what they
hold dear: money and pride or the desire to do good.
He also told them he has made plenty of mistakes in life, being guilty of being too bossy and stubborn.
"They say mankind is the only animal that falls in the same well twice," he said.
While mistakes are the "great teachers" in life, "I think there are some I haven't learned because I'm
hardheaded," he said, rapping his knuckles on his wooden desk and laughing. "It's not easy learning, but I
learned from many mistakes, and this has done me good."
The pope spoke to young students and reporters from Belgium, who were accompanied by Bishop Lucas Van
Looy of Ghent. They video-recorded the interview in the papal study of the Vatican's Apostolic Palace March
31 and aired it on Belgian TV April 3. The young Belgians, including the cameraman, asked their questions in
English, and the pope answered in Italian.
When asked why the pope agreed to do the interview with them, the pope said because he sensed they had a
feeling of "apprehension" or unease about life and "I think it is my duty to serve young people," to listen to and
help guide their anxiety, which is "like a seed that grows and in time bears fruit."
The 25-year-old reporter operating the camera asked the pope whether he was happy and why, given that
everyone in the world is trying to find joy.
"Absolutely," he smiled, "absolutely, I am happy. I have a certain inner peace, a great peace and happiness that
come with age, too." Even though he has always encountered problems in his life, he said, "this happiness does
not disappear when there are problems."
When one young woman said: "I have my fears. What makes you afraid?" The pope laughed and responded,
"Myself."
He said the reason Jesus constantly says, "Be not afraid," is because "he knows that fear is something, that I
would say is, quote, unquote, 'normal.'
"We are afraid of life, of challenges, we are even afraid before God, right?"
Everyone is afraid, so the real issue is to figure out the difference between "good fear and bad fear. Good fear is
prudence," being careful and "bad fear" is something that "cancels you out, turns you into nothing," preventing
the person from doing anything, and that kind of fear must be "thrown out."

One young man asked what mistakes the pope has learned from. The pope laughed, saying, "I've made mistakes,
I still make mistakes."
The example he highlighted was when he was elected superior of the Jesuit province of Argentina and Uruguay
at the age of 36. "I was very young," he said, "I was too authoritarian."
But with time, he said, he learned that it's important to truly listen to what other people think and to dialogue
with them.
It took a while to find a happy medium between being too hard and too lax, "but I still make mistakes, you
know?" he said.
One woman told the pope she does not believe in God, but "your acts and ideas inspire me." She asked what
kind of message he would give to the whole world -- believers and nonbelievers alike.
The important thing, Pope Francis said, is to "find a way to speak with authenticity," which involves seeing and
speaking to others as our brothers and sisters.
Responding to the cameraman's doubts about whether the human race is truly capable of caring for the world
and each other, the pope said, he, too, asks: Where is mankind and where is God in the world today?
"When man finds himself, he seeks God. Perhaps he can't find him, but he goes along a path of honesty,
searching for the truth, for the path of goodness, the path of beauty."
"It's a long road. Some people don't find him during their lifetime" or they're not aware that they have found
him, but "they are so real, so honest about themselves, so good and such lovers of beauty" that they are mature
enough and capable of having "an encounter with God, which is always a grace" and a gift.
When his guests said they were ready to ask the last question, the pope laughed, "Ah, the last! The last is always
terrible."
They asked the pope to pose a question for them.
He said his question came from the Gospel, when Jesus says to not store up treasure on earth, but in heaven,
"For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be."
The pope asked them: What do you treasure and hold close to your hearts?
Is it "power, money, pride or goodness, beauty, the desire to do good?" It can be many things, he said, and he
asked them to find the answer "for yourselves, alone, at home."
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